
 

Since half term we have been fortunate enough to have a wealth of fantastic things going on 
in school.  Our Remembrance service was a very moving and poignant ceremony; readings 
and reflections from our students and Gunner MacDonald lowering the flag during the Last 
Post made this a very special and reflective time.   

Our Sixth Form Open Evening was again a great success with huge numbers of prospective 
students and parents visiting.  The resounding feedback from parents and students alike was 
how impressed they were with the energy and experience of our fantastic teachers and the 
fact that our greatest endorsements are our students themselves.  This was consistent 
feedback which made us hugely proud of our entire staff and student body. 

Finally, the highlight of this term so far was the fantastic Presentation Evening where we 
congratulated and rewarded the success and endeavour of our students from last year’s 
Year 11 and Year 13 cohorts, capped off by a rousing and reflective speech by former Head 
Boy and now Hercules Pilot in the RAF, Tom Mallin.  His return gave the evening a special 
feeling of unity and his positivity about what the school has given him, educationally, morally 
and socially was wonderful to hear and I think gave great perspective to our outgoing 
students about how fortunate they are to have enjoyed their learning here at Arden over the 
last 5 or 7 years.  

Mr Warwood, Associate Headteacher 
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A walk down memory lane at Presentation Evening 

Library Win 

This month we celebrated the success of the GCSE and A

-Level students who took their exams last academic year 

at our annual Presentation Evening.   

We were absolutely delighted to welcome back to Arden 

ex-Head Boy Tom Mallin who gave a very personal 

speech.  It was wonderful to speak to him before the 

evening to hear how all of his fellow year group are 

getting on now, 10 years after leaving Arden as the very 

first cohort in our Sixth Form. 

The evening was a delightful 

celebration of the academic and 

personal successes of our students, 

with a huge number of subject and 

special prizes being awarded.  Special 

mention to Sam Miners (Yr 11) and 

Peter Fitzroy (Yr 13)  who received the 

Principal’s prizes and Charlie Phillips 

(Year 11) who received the prestigious 

Governors Cup. 

It has been a lucky time 

for Arden School Library 

lately, as we have just 

been informed that we 

have won the Scholastic 

and James Patterson’s Big 

Book Giveaway.   

We competed against 

thousands of other 

schools and won £250.00 

from James himself, with a 

25% top-up from 

Scholastic, giving us a total 

of £312.50 to spend on 

books. 

The money will be a great 

boost to the school to 

revitalise our stock with 

new releases. 

Charlie Phillips and Tom Mallin 

Chair of Governors Geoff Harley-Mason with prize 

winners Sam Miners and Peter Fitzroy. 

Arden is part of Arden Multi Academy Trust: Chief Executive Officer, Mr M Murphy and Executive Headteacher, Mr D Burgess 

mailto:office@arden.solihull.sch.uk
https://twitter.com/ArdenAcademy
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  Kidlit Quiz Competition  STEM Event 
This month we took a group of ten girls from 

Year 10 to a STEM event, which was held at 

Birmingham Millennium Point.  The event, 

called Monster Confidence was organised by 

the organisation Stemettes, which works with 

young women and girls to promote careers in 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Maths) and improve confidence.  

Among other things our girls were able to take 

part in keynote sessions, speed mentoring & 

networking and mock interviews.  

Our girls showed great interest, enthusiasm 

and enjoyment in the various sessions 

throughout the day and they all said that they 

had gained a lot from the experience.  

On Friday 16th November, myself and three other Year 8s: Bella 

Heselden-Hamer, Joshua Bowley and Emma Hughes, went to Butts 

Park Arena in Coventry to participate in the Kids’ Lit Quiz Regional 

Competition. On the day, we collected Pepsi the Penguin (the library 

mascot) and went to get him a spare tie that he could wear. When 

we arrived at the arena, there were approximately ten schools with 

17 teams overall. At our reserved table, there was a booklet for us to 

write our answers. There were ten categories, each with ten 

questions. There was a wide variety of categories, including: archery, 

legends, horses, big cats and birthdays. We had the choice to get 

double points on one category, so we chose literacy knowledge. 

When the quiz began, we were told how it would be laid out. First, 

the quiz master (Wayne Mills) would read out the ten questions for 

each round, and we’d have time to answer each of them. It was one 

point per correct answer and no deductions for incorrect answers. If 

you won the round you won a pack of 4 books – we won the first 

round, so we won a book for each person on our team. At the end of 

each round whilst the scoresheets were being marked, the 

Quizmaster would ask the audience a question just for fun, with the 

opportunity to win a book voucher. Unfortunately, none of the 

Arden team won the interval questions, but Miss O’Brien (School 

Librarian and our Coach) managed to win a £5 voucher for answering 

a question correctly.  

By the half-time interval, Arden was in the lead by about six points, 

with 37 points in total, and five rounds to go – including a double-

scorer. On our doubled round (literacy knowledge) we got seven 

points, which was then doubled up to fourteen points. Once we’d 

finished every question, there was a tie-breaker for second place, 

which the second and third place teams battled it out in. They then 

had a big build-up to announcing the first place winner. When they 

called Arden, Bella screamed extremely loudly and we all then made 

our way up to the front. There were a lot of photos, and we were 

given a trophy which we get to keep in school all year. 

We are now reading lots and revising for the London Nationals, 

which we are attending on the 4th December. If we win the 

Nationals we will be invited to compete in the World Final in 

Singapore to compete against schools from all over the world, 

including Canada, Thailand, New Zealand, and Nigeria.  

Here are the final results 

for the West Midlands 

Regionals: 1st: Arden 

School, 2nd: West 

Coventry Academy

(Team 2), 3rd: Blessed 

Edward Oldcorne Catholic 

College (Team 2). 

By Maddie Jennings, 8N 

Year 7 Creative History 
This month saw the annual history castle making 

event which saw, as always, some wonderful 

creations.  The History Department would like to 

praise all the pupils for their efforts and would like to 

thank the parents 

for their support of 

this enrichment 

activity.  Here are 

just a few examples 

of the work that 

was produced. 
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Marking 100 years since the end of the First World War 
There were a number of activities and events in school to 

mark the centenary of the end of the First World War.  In the 

week leading up to Remembrance Day, students completed 

a series of activities in Form Time which focused around a 

selection of First World War poets as well as some general 

discussion on why we recognise remembrance and our 

moral responsibilities around marking this event.  The 

students were superb in their discussions.   

Students were also asked to show their creativity by making 

a poppy to contribute to our commemorative display.  We 

were overwhelmed with the response and the display can be 

found just inside the Main Entrance.  In addition Mr Fletcher 

and Mr Hussey organised a series of ceramic workshops 

where staff and students were able to produce a ceramic 

poppy.  Over 120 were made in total. 

The week culminated in a poignant 

and reflective ceremony on the front 

lawn.  Staff, students, governors and 

invited community guests gathered 

together for a welcome from Mr 

Warwood which was followed by a 

poetry recital from student Erin 

Power, who had learnt Rupert 

Brooke’s The Soldier off by heart for 

the event.  Mrs Harris, Head of 

History, then introduced 

representatives from the History 

Ambassadors who gave a reading 

from All Quiet on the Western Front 

and an extract from a letter from Wilfred Owen.  Staff-

member and armed forces representative Gunner 

MacDonald lowered the flag whilst students William Rose 

and Matthew Smith simultaneously played The Last Post 

on the lawn and under the library to signal the beginning 

of the whole school marking a minute’s silence.  The 

event culminated in Geoff Harley-Mason’s recital of Ode 

to Remembrance.  It was a lovely event and the respect 

shown by all of the students over the course of the week 

really epitomised the Arden Value of Respect.  Thank you 

to all of the members of staff who helped to organise the 

events and for those staff and students who participated 

in the ceremony. 

A sample of the beautiful poppies made by the students 

The ceramic poppies 

Gunner MacDonald and the participating students 

First World War Reflective Work 
In conjunction with their work in lessons learning about the 

First World War, and to link in with our wider remembrance 

events, Year 9 were tasked with creating some reflective work 

by the History Department.  Mrs Harris and the team were 

thrilled with the creativity shown in the trench models and 

other pieces which were produced.  Well done to all! 
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Mathematics Excellence 

Rotary International - End Polio Now 

Congratulations to Laura Hilton in Year 13 who took 

part in this year's Mathematical Olympiad for Girls and 

achieved a prestigious Certificate of Distinction for 

scoring in the top 15%.  Over 1,400 girls nationwide 

participated, so this is a fantastic achievement for 

Laura, especially when you consider that she also 

achieved this accolade in Year 12, which shows that she 

has a really consistent flair for Mathematics. 

The Mathematical Olympiad for Girls is an event run by 

the UK Mathematics Trust, introduced in 2011, to help 

schools nurture the talents of enthusiastic young 

female mathematicians. 

Here is a sample question from the Mathematical 

Olympiad for Girls for you to try: 

Each of 100 houses in a row are to be painted white or 

yellow. The residents are quite particular and request 

that no three neighbouring houses are all the same 

colour. 

Explain why no more than 67 houses can be painted 

yellow (4 marks) 

In how many different ways may the houses be painted 

if exactly 67 are painted yellow (6 marks) 

Congratulations to Ella Robinson who was the overall winner in 

our Christmas card design competition, and to Rosie Devilla who 

was the runner up.  They both received gift voucher prizes and 

their beautiful designs have been made into the official Arden 

Christmas cards which will be sent out this year.  

Christmas Card Competition 

The finished designs: Ella’s Polar bears and Rosie’s Robin 

The newly founded Arden Gardening Society were asked by Mr Warwood to 

plant some bulbs (or to be more precise corms) which had been donated to 

school by the Rotary Club. 

The crocus corms are an important part of the #PURPLE4POLIO awareness 

campaign to help raise awareness about Rotary’s campaign to ‘End Polio Now 

and Forever’.  It is intended that their arrival each spring will remind people of 

this.  There will be a small, explanatory plaque placed with them. 

The keen gardeners planted a large shoe box full of crocus corms on a grey 

November morning with thoughts of 

spring in their minds.  It was impossible 

to estimate how many were planted but 

it seemed like hundreds.   

Hopefully there will be a sea of ‘Ruby 

Giants’ under the flagpoles at the front 

of the school next February / March. 

Mansoor Siddiqui, Olivia Bentley, 

Matthew Rich, Reuben Dudley and Mrs 

Steele. 

Charity Haircut 
Ellen Roberts in Year 10 has been making 

a statement for charity.  She has had all 

of her hair cut off (from past her bottom 

to her shoulders) and donated the hair 

to the Little Princess Trust.   

The Little Princess Trust provides real 

hair wigs free of charge to children and 

young people up to the age of 24 that 

have sadly lost their own hair due to 

cancer treatment and other illnesses.  

Well done to 

Ellen for her 

contribution 

to this cause.  

What a 

fantastic 

example of 

the Arden 

Values. 
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Inspirational Reading 

Languages Competition History Trip 

Moved by our commemorative work on the First World 

War, Miss O’Brien has put together a display in the Library 

of recommended novels inspired by the war.  Students are 

invited to pop along and see the wealth of books that have 

been written about this hugely significant event.   

In keeping with this, Mrs Corbett, Teacher of English has 

written a review of her most inspirational book. 

Testament of Youth - A World War One Recollection of 

Love and Loss. 

I often tell myself that it is not possible for an English 

Teacher (or indeed any adult who likes reading!) to have a 

favourite book. But, if absolutely pressed to answer or, if I 

had to take one on a desert island, then I think it would be 

this one. 

I read Testament of Youth in the summer term of 1995.  It 

was lying around the staff room at Knutsford High School 

where I was teaching.  With no obvious owner, I picked it 

up and took it home to read.  

Vera Brittain’s account of her experiences as a Voluntary 

Aid Detachment nurse on the western front during World 

War 1 where she loses close friends, her fiancé and then 

her brother ‘if only they had left Edward’ is both an 

astonishing account of a 

cataclysmic period of 

history and a memoir of 

indescribable loss.  In 

addition, it is a call for 

women to be counted, 

to be listened to and to 

be part of a real voice in 

20th century politics.  

Her daughter is the 

politician, Shirley 

Williams who, in her own way, has helped shape modern 

politics.  

Vera Brittain wanted to tell the world what the war did to her 

and a whole 

generation of men 

and women.  She 

does so completely.  

Sixth Form languages students recently 
competed in an international translation 
challenge. 

The European Commission's Translation 
Department invited students from across 
Europe to test their translation skills in the 
12th edition of its annual Juvenes 
Translatores contest. 

This year, the theme for the translation 
was Cultural Heritage. The theme has 
been chosen to honour the European Year 
of Cultural Heritage, 2018.   

This is a very prestigious event with no 
other local schools being selected to take 
part so we are absolutely delighted to 
have been 
chosen. 

Well done to the 
students for 
taking part in 
this fantastic 
event. 

Year 12 and 13 historians had the 

opportunity this month to travel to 

London for a History in Action 

history conference.  The event 

brings together students from 

across the country to hear lectures 

from eminent historians on the topic 

of German history, including Sir 

Debating Competition 
Mrs Ellender organised for a team 

of Arden students to take part in a 

debating competition this month 

at the University of Birmingham.  

The students participated in a series of 

rounds on a variety of topics and our 

novice debaters did really well and held 

their own against some of the best 

debating schools in the country. 

Richard Evans and Mary Fulbrook  

(who the students described as 

‘inspirational’).   

It was a great day for the students 

and they came away with a lot to 

think about and apply to their 

learning in school. 
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One of the strands of ArdenAIM is ‘Excellence Students’.  Tying in with the Arden Values, this aims to highlight 

and celebrate some of the astounding achievements made by Arden students, in a range of different activities, 

outside of school.   

We are very proud that a number of our students have received recognition for their outstanding talents in the 

arts and in sport at local, national and international levels.  They are truly inspirational role models.   

Every month, we shall be shining the spotlight on one of our Excellence 

Students to find out exactly just what it takes to excel in their field and to 

achieve such success.   

Jonathan Swales (Year 12) 
 

An Arkwright Engineering Scholarship is a prestigious 
scholarship awarded to high-calibre students who aspire to be 
future leaders in engineering, computing and technical design. 
Scholarships are allocated to those who pass a rigorous 
selection process of a marked application form, examination 
and interview.  
 
Scholars benefit from £600 financial reward (with additional 
funds given to their school), mentoring schemes, enrichment 
opportunities, networking, personal development and the 
opportunity for University support. This is provided by a 
sponsoring engineering organisation. 
 
Jonathan’s outstanding commitment to his studies and 
aptitude for engineering has been recognised in his being 
selected for an Arkwright Scholarship, for which there are over 
1500 applicants. 
 
Below is Jonathan’s account of his experience: 
I expressed an interest in a scholarship application only days 
before the initial deadline in December 2017 and spent much 
of the Christmas holidays filling in my application form and 
completing my project. This is the first opportunity to 
convince Arkwright that you deserve to be awarded a 
scholarship. Anyone who submits an initial application form 
with a teacher reference proceeds to the next stage of the 
application. 
 
The second stage of the application process is the 2 hour 
aptitude examination, taken in school. The first section 
requires three brief design ideas for single scenario, and the 
second section requires a single, very detailed design for a 
different scenario. For me, this was by far the hardest stage of 

the application process 
since I hadn’t done DT 
since Year 9.  A few 
days of thinking and 
research had me as best 
prepared as I could be!  

 

The third and final 
chance to impress the 
Arkwright panel was an 
interview.  Mine was 
held in the Easter 
holidays at the 
University of Bath; 
others were held at 
Loughborough and 
Cambridge Universities. 
 
Interviews were held in 
the morning, whilst 
other activities including a tour of the Department and 
the University were saved for the afternoon. Waiting for 
the interview was nerve-racking but we were kept 
occupied by working with some Lego Technic robotics 
kits in small groups; the outcome was a robot race 
around the track and against the clock! 
 
A few impatient months later, I was informed that my 
application was successful - a great surprise! 
 
Earlier this year, Mr Smith, Teacher of Science, and I 
travelled to London to attend one of the awards 
ceremonies at the Institute of Engineering and 
Technology, where the scholarships were formally 
presented by a guest of honour, Group Captain Tony 
Keeling, RAF. It gave us the chance to meet some of the 
other new scholars, sponsoring organisations and 
trustees of the Arkwright Scholarships trust who help to 
make it all happen. 
 
If you aspire to work in engineering, computing or 
technical design, and you’re in Year 11, why not apply for 
a scholarship - you’ve got to be in it to win it!  
 
For more information about the Arkwright Scholarships, 
visit www.arkwright.org.uk. 

http://www.arkwright.org.uk


For all the latest news about all 

things sports related don’t forget 

to follow the Arden PE 

Department on Twitter  

 

@ArdenPE 
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Sports News 

Athletics Award 

Cross-Country 

Congratulations to Year 7 pupil Drew 
Woodley who has been awarded a 
prestigious prize by his athletics club 
(North Solihull Athletics Club).  

Drew was presented with the Under 
11 Sportshall Award for his 
outstanding sprinting performance 
during the 2018 field and track 
season. 

We are looking forward to seeing his 
talents on show when the athletics 
season begins again later this 
academic year. 

Rugby  
The Year 10 Rugby team are 

continuing to have a fantastic 

season, notching up three 

impressive wins this month.  In 

their first match they faced 

Fairfax School and came away 58

-10 winners.  They followed this 

up with an amazing 57-0 win 

over Hinckley Academy & John 

Cleveland Sixth Form.  Their final 

game of the month was against 

Bablake School and the Arden 

boys won 36-0.  Superb 

performances all round! 

The Year 9 team have had one 

match this month against West 

Coventry Academy which they 

won 22-17. 

The Year 8s have had mixed 

fortunes.  In their first game 

against  Hinckley Academy & 

John Cleveland Sixth Form they 

lost 2-10 but in their second 

game against Lutterworth High 

School they won 9-1. 

Finally they Year 7 boys also 

played Lutterworth High School 

and they won their match 7-5. 

Overall it has been a super 

month for all of our rugby teams.  

Well done to all of the boys who 

have played on their 

performances and on-going team 

spirit. 

Netball 
The Netball teams have had a 

successful month, securing a number 

of wins between them. 

Year 7 put out two teams in their 

matches against Lode Heath.  The A-

team won their match 8-2 whilst the B-

team on 2-0. 

Year 8 and Year 9 both played Langley 

with the Year 8 team winning 17-4 and 

the Year 9 team winning 31-1. 

Year 10 played Heart of England and 

were unfortunately beaten 1-8. 

Well done to all the participants on 

their efforts. 

Football 
It has been a busy month for both the 

girls and the boys’ teams. 

The Year 9 boys team played a cup match 

against Nunnery Wood High School from 

which they came away 4-0 winners. 

Unfortunately there were losses for the 

Year 7 team against Bishop Walsh RC 

School and for Year 11 against The 

Coleshill School. 

The girls teams’ fortunes were also 

mixed.  The U13 team lost against 

Alderbrook while the U16 team had two 

victories.  The first was against Heart of 

England where our team won 7-0.  The 

second match was against Langley and in 

a 10 goal spectacle the Arden girls came 

away 9-1 winners. 

All of the teams’ coaches are delighted 

with their efforts this month.  Well done 

to all the students who have taken part. 

Hockey 
There was just the one match this month 

for the Year 8s who faced a very skilful St 

Martins team.  Unfortunately they were 

just too strong for our girls but it was 

valuable match experience and we are 

really proud of their efforts. 

It was a super month for our Junior Boys 

Cross-Country team who braved the three 

and a half hour journey down to Suffolk to 

compete in the National Schools Cross-

County Cup Final. 

Just to get to this event is a great achievement 

for the team when you consider that over one 

thousand teams initially entered for the 

preliminary rounds. 

The boys put in a superb performance on the 

day to finish 22nd over all.  They should all be 

really proud of themselves.   

With thanks to Mr Hunt, Head of PE, for driving 

them all that way to allow them to compete. 

Some (slightly blurry) 

action shots which Mr 

Hunt managed to catch 

of some of the boys! 



Advice from West Midlands Police 
We recently received the following advice from West Midlands Police which we have been asked to share with you. 

Street Robbery 

There are some general street safety tips you can follow to help you feel safer and reduce your chances of becoming a victim: 

 Listen to your instincts - if you don't feel safe move to a busier area. 

 Know your route and avoid badly-lit streets. 

 Always try and tell someone where you're going and when you'll be back. 

 If you take a different route home from your friends, let each other know that you've arrived safely. Call or text your friend once 
you arrive home safely. 

 Carry your bag securely. Put the strap across your body and make sure the fasteners are facing you. 

 If you use a cashpoint, try to do so during daylight hours and, wherever possible, use the machines situated inside the building 
society or bank. If you have to use a cashpoint at night go with a friend and stay alert to other people on the street. 

 Avoid carrying your money or phone in your back pocket and never hold it out on display. 

Travel 

  Keep valuables, especially phones and cash out of sight.  

 Wait for the bus, train or  at a busy place 

 When on a bus or train, sit as near to the driver as you can, avoid sitting upstairs on a bus if possible. 

Stay safe 

 Be discreet on the street – keep your valuables out of sight. 

 Stay alert – don’t let headphones block out traffic, strangers or potential trouble. 

 Listen to your instincts – know your route, avoid dark places and if you don’t feel safe, move to a busier area. 

 Trace lost or stolen electrical items by activating their in-built tracker app or by downloading a reputable one from your app store. 

If you still think you're being followed, try to get away from the situation. If necessary, raise alarm and awareness. 

Seek help from someone such as a shopkeeper or a business open to the public. 

If you are worried, frightened or think you may be in danger, call 999. 

If you are robbed, try to remember as much detail as you can, for example descriptions of offenders and contact us as soon as you can. 
Don’t delay!  

If you have any information about robbery offenders you can contact  CRIMESTOPPERS anonymously on 0800 555 111 
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    Wednesday 12th December    Year 13 Biology visit to Aston University 

     

 

   Wednesday 19th December   Christmas Lunch  

Important dates for December 
Mon 3rd—Tues 18

th
  Dec Year 11 Mock Examinations 

Monday 3rd December Year 13 Politics visit to London 

Tuesday 4
th

 December Year 9 – Art visit—Harry Potter Studio Tour 

Wednesday 5th December Year 12 Geography Visit 

Monday 10
th

 December Year 12 Science visit to Warwick University 

Year 7 Literacy Information Evening (7.00pm) 

Tuesday 11
th

  December Lower School Christmas Concert, School Hall  (7.00pm) 

  

Thursday 13
th

 December Year 10 Food group visiting Knowle Friendship Club (11.30am – 

2.30pm) 

Tuesday 18
th

 December Upper School Christmas Concert, School Hall (7.00pm) 

  

Thursday 20
th

 December Term Ends 

Friday 21
st

 December Inset Day 

20
th

 December- 8th
 January Christmas Break 

Monday 7
th

  January Inset Day 


