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Dear Parents/Guardians 

Re:  Year 11 Mock Examination Timetable and Important Information 

Please find attached the Year 11 mock examination timetable and student exam instructions. 
There is a lot of important information in this letter, to make it easier to access we have used 
subheadings. You may also wish to save this somewhere safe to refer back to closer to the time.   

Mock Examination Logistics and Malpractice 

As you will see, we have an extensive programme of mock examinations between Monday 28th  

November and Friday 9th December.  In addition, there are Art mock exams all day on 14th and 
15th December. Any students who miss an examination will be able to take the paper in the final 
week of term. 

We would like to draw your attention to the policy regarding mobile phones, watches and 
equipment.  The school is not responsible for looking after mobile phones. Mobile phones must 
not be brought into the exam room so we therefore ask that they are left at home.  If a child 
takes a mobile phone into an examination room is considered malpractice. We would be duty 
bound to inform the exam board of any such occurrences - failure to report such incidences is 
considered to be malpractice on the part of the school.  

Students are not permitted to take notes or any other written information into the examination 
room, even if it is irrelevant to the examination. This includes writing on hands/arms or bottle 
labels. Again, this is considered malpractice and would need to be reported to the exam board. 

We also ask that students attend their exams with all the equipment they need for the exam in 
question; we are not able to lend equipment to students who forget to bring their calculator or 
maths equipment with them. 

We will be speaking to all year 11 students in assemblies to explain the ‘dos and don’ts’ 
associated with conduct in examinations.  

Purpose of Mock Examinations 

This will be a key period of time for our Year 11 students and we feel it will serve to be an essential 
part of their preparation prior to the summer examinations.  As you will already know, modular 
examinations are no longer available and all courses are now being assessed in a final exam; 
this means that there are no “second chances” for students. 

Mock examinations are a crucial process that help identify the strengths and weaknesses of 
students and also help us to plan the learning your child will experience as they prepare for their 
final examinations.  Experience informs us that this is an invaluable opportunity that serves to 
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provide all parties - students, staff and you as parents - with an essential insight into current 
performance and steps that need to be taken in the coming months. 

Our children are in regular discussion with their teachers and each other about how to further 
improve and they are aware of the significance and benefit of these results.  We would really 
appreciate you reinforcing the importance of the mock process – that they will be able to fully 
experience the examination conditions and have an opportunity to get feedback on how they 
would perform in a final GCSE examination.  Parental involvement and support is a 
fundamental element of the success our students enjoy.  We very much hope that you will 
continue this in stressing the significance of the mock exams, supporting revision and help us 
begin the final push towards a very important last six months of GCSE study. 

After the Mock Examinations 

These results will inform our final levels of intervention to support your child, as well as serving 
as a significant part of the forecast grades that we send off to prospective colleges or 
employers.  We are aware this information is also important to those people who complement 
their learning with additional tutors outside the school day. Mocks are also an important tool for 
teachers to use to further evaluate your child's understanding in their subject and so make 
additional adaptations to their teaching as well as enabling them to provide both you and your 
child with feedback outlining explaining how your child can improve. 

You will have recently received feedback regarding your child’s progress from the Year 11 Parent 
Consultations, which should provide you with information regarding your child’s strengths and 
areas of skills, and/or knowledge they could target for improvement. On Thursday 2nd February 
we have scheduled a second parents consultation evening, providing an additional opportunity 
for you to discuss your child's progress with their teachers and to discuss the actions they need 
to take to further improve.  

Support with Revision and Wellbeing 

Our work in supporting students to prepare thoroughly will, of course, continue throughout this 
year.  Our Year 11 revision video, which was recently sent to students via Edulink, provides 
information on how best to support your child with revision and can be found on the following link: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12_elb3oL3eBpTIWH3dB9qx81KlrQoJY1/view?usp=sharing 

For subject specific advice and revision resources please use the following link: 

https://sites.google.com/arden.solihull.sch.uk/year-11-revision-resources 

Our Heads of Subject are currently in the process of writing revision lists for the mock 
examinations. They will publish these to the students via Edulink after half term. We will also 
compile all those lists and send them to you, so you can more effectively support your child with 
their revision. 

Whilst mock examinations are an important opportunity for learning in your child's education, we 
are also aware that the year 11 brings understandable pressure to pupils. Therefore, we would 
like to take the opportunity to remind you, that should you be worried about your child's emotional 
wellbeing, our pastoral team are happy to offer support and sign posting where appropriate.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12_elb3oL3eBpTIWH3dB9qx81KlrQoJY1/view?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/arden.solihull.sch.uk/year-11-revision-resources


 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact Mr Last, Head of Year 11.  

The year group will also be able to access drop in sessions with our health and well being coach. 
Further details will be shared with students on Edulink after half term. 

Also available to all young people aged from 11-25 in the borough, is an online counselling service 
called KOOTH. This also has self help resources to improve resilience when facing exams or 
other stressful situations. It can be accessed at the following website, https://www.kooth.com/  

External (Summer) Examinations 

For more information about dates for external examinations in the summer please see the school 
website http://www.arden.solihull.sch.uk/information/examination-information/ which will be 
updated as and when dates are confirmed by Ofqual and the Awarding Bodies.  The Provisional 
Exam Timetable for summer 2022 notes GCSE exams will be from Monday 15th May to 
Monday 19th June 2022, with a national contingency day on Wednesday 28th June. Please do not 
book a holiday on the contingency day, in the event of a national incident, any postponed 
examinations will take place on that day. 

Once again, we would like to thank you for your ongoing support for your child and for us as a 
school in this crucial year. 

Yours sincerely 

Linda Page 
Deputy Headteacher 
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