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8 November 2022 
 
 
Dear Parent / Guardian 
 
 
Please see the email below which has just been sent to your child regarding two new reports 
which are now available on Edulink. Once you have read the reports, please confirm by 
completing the online form: HERE by the end of Friday 11th November. 
 
 
Dear Student 
  
This morning, your results from the Initial Skills Assessments (ISAs) from earlier in the term, 
together with your first Progress Report (PR1) have been posted on Edulink. There are two 
separate files under the documents tab. 
  
ISA 
The purpose of these assessments is to get an early indication of the presence of the 
necessary skills for success in the chosen subjects. Although subjects will have given you 
percentages on the papers, they are not comparable between subjects because they reflect 
differing requirements. They should not be compared to A level grade boundaries which are 
designed to define the attainment of a national cohort at the end of a course. In order to help 
you understand how well you have done, the ISAs have also been given a number from 1 to 3 
which indicates the level of success: 
  
·         1 is an early indication that you demonstrated outstanding skills for that course 
·         2 is an early indication that you demonstrated good skills for that course 
·         3 is an early indication that there are concerns and that you need to develop the 

necessary skills for success in the course. 
  
If you received a 1 or 2 you should use VAR (Virtual Academic Record) to reflect on what has 
enabled your success; the next step is to continue to apply the skills and methods you have 
been taught to new knowledge and understanding.  
  
If you have received a 3 in any course, the next steps are as follows: 
  
Subject based intervention will take place to address the skills that were not present, at the time 
of testing. It may be that this has already happened, or will be happening asap. 
  
If you received a 3, you will also have a conversation with a pastoral member of staff, to identify 
possible barriers and the route to future success. The outcome of this conversation will need to 
be recorded on your VAR for future reference. 
  
We will be asking teachers for an update in 2 weeks, to see if there has been an improvement. 
The outcome of this review will also be communicated with you. 
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PR1 
Your PR1 includes information about your attitude and independence as well as your Target 
Grade. There are no Working At grades for the first progress report as it is too early in the 
course. The full criteria for your attitude and independence scores are on the second page of 
your sheet. 
  
As a school we use the ALIS target setting system. The data used to set targets is a 
combination of the student’s GCSE scores and the ALIS aptitudinal test sat at the start of year 
12. These grades are not a prediction but are targets to aim towards based on prior attainment 
and potential exhibited.  
  
As we continue through your Post 16 journey, we believe it is important that we work together to 
continually strengthen areas that are identified through assessment as well as celebrating what 
has gone well. You need to reflect on this progress review, in a mature manner. You may be 
completely satisfied with the report; you may feel there is room for improvement. We encourage 
conversations with teachers about what improvements are needed. 
  
Tutor time will be given to reflecting on this report, logging on VAR and implementing changes, 
where necessary. 
  
Best wishes 
  
Mr D White 
Head of Sixth Form 
Arden School 
 


