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8th November 2021 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians  
 
Firstly, we hope your half term break was restful and enjoyable. As always, it was great to see 
our students back in school last week and in such a focused and positive manner.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to update you regarding a few areas of school:  
 
Covid-19 
The situation regarding cases of Covid-19 in school remains, at the moment, at a manageable 
level. Having reached a worrying peak in September, which initiated our return to mask wearing 
and the loss of assemblies, we are very pleased to say that at present our current cases have 
returned to a daily figure of approximately 15 students who are confirmed as CV19 positive.  
 
This figure is pleasing given the high number of nearly 100 students that we had seen in 
September.  We are, however, all aware that the situation remains precariously balanced and 
we would like to ask you all again to remind your children of the need to be aware of all the 
mitigation measures as we hope to avoid imposing any further or additional restrictions.  
 
The pandemic continues to impact heavily on our staff as well as the children, unfortunately 
resulting in much higher staff absence than normal.  We are very conscious that our Science 
department has been particularly hard hit by staff absence. We are working very hard to ensure 
that the impact of these short term absences are minimised as much as possible. A summary of 
the plans that we have in place are shown below:  

●    We have made changes to our Science timetable to prioritise our Key Stage 4 and Key 

Stage 5 classes to ensure that they have a specialist Arden Science teacher.   

●    Where we do need to bring in external supply teachers, we try to ensure that they are 

subject specialists wherever possible. The supply staff that we do bring in are closely 

monitored and supported to ensure that our students do receive the best learning that 

we can achieve. 

●    To ensure that some KS4 classes have a specialist teacher, we will combine groups 

together and teach them in the Hall. These groups will be taught by an Arden Science 

teacher and additional non-specialist support will also be in place to facilitate and help 

ensure a positive working environment. This is something that we have done previously 

very effectively. 

●    We have a very skilled and committed team of our own Cover staff who are familiar to 

our students. We are assigning them to specific groups at KS3, so they are able to build 

relationships and manage the classroom environment effectively. 

●    Where possible we have changed the timetable so that our KS3 classes are taught by 

subject specialist for at least half their time. When the students are with an Arden 
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teacher they will complete practical work and the teacher will check the work that has 

been completed with a supply or Cover teacher has been thoroughly understood. 

●    With our KS3 classes we have created study booklets. These break down the topics into 

sections, the knowledge is presented first and then students answer questions to 

engage them with the learning and to check that they have understood. Each study 

booklet has an answer booklet so students, with the teachers help, are able to mark 

their work to check their understanding. 

●    Assessments will be used to evaluate students’ understanding. If required we will make 

adjustments to what we teach to ensure any gaps in knowledge or understanding are 

addressed. 

●    Additionally, we have appointed two very skilled and experienced Science teachers who 

will be joining our team in January. 

We are working very hard to mitigate a situation that is beyond our control and we are 
very grateful for your patience and understanding as we navigate this short term 
problem.  We are working exceptionally hard to maintain very high standards of Science 
learning for your children. We would also ask that you share this message with your children 
please, to ensure that they are working hard to make the most of their Science learning, as with 
all of their other classes, to encourage really positive engagement in their learning. 

We are also looking forward to in the spring and summer terms, bringing in a range of 
enrichment experiences that will further enthuse our students. We also hope that there will be 
opportunities for parental engagement and workshops with some of these initiatives.  

Attendance 
Alongside Covid-19 we have seen the usual winter viruses and bugs, that we have not fully felt 
the force of over the past two years, affect our attendance.  Nationally this has shown an 
alarming dip in secondary school attendance figures. We are pleased that our attendance has 
remained positive at 93.7% (compared to the national secondary school attendance figure of 
85.7%). We do, however, hope to see this continue to further recover over the next few months.  
We really appreciate the ongoing testing that the children have been doing to prevent further 
transmission.  
 
On-Line Safety & Behaviour 
We would like to again draw your attention to the importance of on-line safety. We are currently 
planning some On-Line Safety Information Evenings, with video presentations, to support you in 
monitoring and supporting your children to navigate through the ever changing on-line world in 
a safe and appropriate manner.  
 
Again we would like to stress that inappropriate use of social media/online technology, that 
brings the school into disrepute or is harmful or derogatory against staff, will result in 
disciplinary action that could very well lead to permanent exclusion. In addition, there have been 
cases across the country what have warranted Police involvement.  
 
School Site 
We are currently in the process of replacing windows and roofing across the oldest parts of the 
school site.  As a result, the school site is at present restricted, to some extent, with scaffolding 
that is in place.  This work is essential to improve our buildings and will lead to a far better 
environment for our students and staff to work and learn.  The short term impact of this is that 
we do have a little less space and have had to put in place a one-way system around the school 
site to help ensure safe movement. The students' response to this has been excellent with them 
very quickly adapting to the new systems.  
 



A Positive Start 
We have been delighted with how focused our students have been this year. The start that our 
Year 7 and Year 12 students have made has been exceptional, particularly given the absence 
of some of our traditional transition work last summer.  
 
In similar fashion we have been thrilled with how all of our year groups have returned and the 
focus that we are seeing on their studies and engagement in their learning. 
 
The figure below gives a flavour of this excellent attitude to learning:  
 

·         Zero Hero’s - 899, 60% of our cohort have not received a single behaviour point 
·         Achievement points – 14,684 have been awarded in the first half term 
·         Postcards - 686 achievement point postcards have been sent home to pupils who 

have surpassed 10 points in the first half term 

We expect to see a continuation of these high standards as we move through this half term. 
Please do take the time to talk to your children about how well they are working at school, this is 
particularly relevant at the moment as you will all soon be receiving school reports or learning 
health checks.  
 
Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support. We look forward to seeing you over the course 
of this term and the rest of the year as we see a gradual return to some of our usual annual 
school events.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr Warwood 
Associate Headteacher 
 


