
KS4 – Year 10 – Music 

Term Topic Titles Brief Overview 

1 Star Wars (Williams) 
AOS 3 

During our first “visit” to the 1977 Oscar-winning soundtrack the students will be introduced to the 
genre/concepts of film music, analyse the structure of the extract and examine John William’s use of 
leitmotif and instrumentation. 

Defying Gravity (Schwartz) 
AOS 3 

In Year 10 the students will be introduced to the Musical Theatre genre and its origins and will examine 
how Schwartz creates his melodic material, his harmonic language and the structural features of the 
signature song from Wicked. 

Killer Queen (Queen) 
AOS 2 

Often considered to be their breakthrough song, the students will examine the structure, harmony, 
guitar techniques and studio effects and how they contrast so vividly with the content of other songs of 
the early seventies. 

2 Samba Em Preludio (Spalding) 
AOS 4 

As part of our initial look at Samba Em Preludio, covered by the American bassist and singer Esperanza 
Spalding, students will be immersed in Samba music and analyse the structure, the jazz-based harmonic 
language and the melodic content. 

Music for a While (Purcell) 
AOS 2 

On our first visit to the Baroque period students will study this well known aria based on a repeating 
ground bass pattern and will initially examine Purcell’s use of instrumentation, structure, tonality and 
cadences. 

1st Movement from Piano Sonata no. 
8 in C minor 
(Beethoven) 
AOS 1 

Beethoven’s Pathetique Sonata remains one of his most celebrated compositions and initially we will 
examine his experimentations with the Sonata Form structure, tonality and his use of melodic themes 
in the three main sections of the movement. 

3 Release (Afro Celt Sound System) 
AOS 4 

Described as more of a collaborative music collective than a band, their song Release was composed in 
1996 and initially students will analyse their use of instrumentation and technology, structure, tonality 
and the musical features of this fusion piece. 

3rd Movement from Brandenburg 
Concerto no. 5 
(Bach) 
AOS 1 

Bach’s fifth Concerto Grosso for three soloists and orchestra is amongst the most important 
compositions of the Baroque period and initially we will look at the features of Baroque music, 
structure, tonality and the melodic material. 
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