KS3 — Year 9 — Music

Term Topic Titles Brief Overview
Students will learn about the importance of the Blues as the starting point for all of the genres of
1 The Blues popular music and will work in pairs and in groups to compose a Blues song with authentic stylistic
features.
Students will use GarageBand to learn how composers have written music for a variety of Film
Film Music soundtracks - exploring a number of key skills/concepts of the genre such as spotting, soundworlds,

leitmotifs and harmony/dissonance.

Arranging & Remix

Students will learn how to perform a famous piece of source material and then explore how it could be
arranged or remixed into a number of contrasting styles.

African Drumming

In this unit students will learn how musicians from Africa perform and compose music for a drumming
ensemble - composing a group piece that should include authentic features such as polyphonic
textures, call and response, improvisation, syncopation and unison.

The Final Project

Students will be given the opportunity to choose a performance or composition brief that builds on the
skills and knowledge acquired at KS3 and then complete a paired or group task using GarageBand or
acoustic instruments.




