
KS5– Year 12 – English Literature A Level 

Term Topic Titles Brief Overview 

1 Hamlet by William Shakespeare 
Students will study the play Hamlet.  They will begin with practicing their skills of close analysis of an 
extract from the play.  They will be assessed on the close analysis of an extract from the play and they 
will explore different  interpretations of the text over time. 

Pre-1914 Texts: A Doll’s House by 
Henrik Ibsen and the selected poems 
of Christina Rossetti 

Students will study the selected poems of Rossetti and the play A Doll’s House.  In their final 
examination, they will compare the two texts, their contexts and make reference to critical 
interpretations.  

2 Hamlet by William Shakespeare Students will continue with their study of the play. 

Pre 1914 Texts: A Doll’s House by 
Henrik Ibsen and the selected poems 
of Christina Rossetti 

Students will continue to study and compare the two texts. 

Coursework 1: Close Analysis 

Students will begin to study their first coursework text, the play Far Away by Caryl Churchill.  They will 
be required to closely analyse a short section of the play, approximately four pages, exploring the 
extract’s meaning and significance and its place in the text as a whole.  The coursework piece should 
not exceed 1000 words. 

3 Hamlet by William Shakespeare Students will revise the play in preparation for their Predicted Grade (PG) exams. 

Pre 1914 Texts: A Doll’s House by 
Henrik Ibsen and the selected poems 
of Christina Rossetti 

Students will revise the texts in preparation for their PG exams. 

Coursework 1: Close Analysis Students will complete their first piece of coursework. 

Comparative and Contextual Study: 
Dystopia Comparison 

Students will be introduced to their dystopian texts, The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood and 
1984 by George Orwell.  In their final examination, they will compare the two texts, their contexts and 
make reference to critical interpretations.  

 


