
KS4– Year 10 – English Language and Literature GCSE 

Term Topic Titles Brief Overview 

1 
Imaginative Writing 
(Language Paper 1) 

Students will complete a short unit revising and improving their imaginative writing skills. 

A Christmas Carol 
(Literature Paper 2) 

Students will study the novella A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens.  The exam question for this text is 
in two parts.  For Part a) they will analyse an extract from the novella, exploring the writer’s use of 
language and structure.  For Part b) they will write about a key theme across the whole novella, using 
memorised quotations to support their responses.  Please note: students are NOT required to write 
about the context of the novella. 

2 
Journey’s End 
(Literature Paper 1) 

Students will study the play Journey’s End by R C Sherriff.  They will learn about the character, key 
themes and context of the play 

Language Paper 1 
For this part of the examination, students will be given an unseen extract from a 19th Century text.  
They will be assessed on their skills of inference, analysis and evaluation.  They will also revise their 
imaginative writing skills. 

3 

Poetry 
(Literature Paper 2) 

Students will study fifteen poems from an anthology with the theme of ‘Belonging’.  Pupils will study 
the language, structure, form and context of the poems.  In their final exam, they will compare two of 
the Belonging poems - one printed in the exam paper; the other from memory - exploring how a key 
theme is presented. 
 
Students will also learn how to compare two unseen poems.  Again, they will be given a theme or idea 
to compare and will have to make reference to the language, structure and form of the poems. 
 
During this term students will also complete the compulsory Speaking and Listening assessment where 
they deliver a short speech, on a subject of their choice, to the rest of the class. 

Poetry 
(Literature Paper 2) 

Students will study fifteen poems from an anthology with the theme of ‘Belonging’.  Pupils will study 
the language, structure, form and context of the poems.  In their final exam, they will compare two of 
the Belonging poems - one printed in the exam paper; the other from memory - exploring how a key 
theme is presented. 
 
Students will also learn how to compare two unseen poems.  Again, they will be given a theme or idea 
to compare and will have to make reference to the language, structure and form of the poems. 
During this term students will also complete the compulsory Speaking and Listening assessment where 
they deliver a short speech, on a subject of their choice, to the rest of the class. 



 


