
KS3– Year 8 – English 

Term Topic Titles Brief Overview 

1 Myths and Legends 
Students begin Year 8 with a short unit exploring a selection of myths from Ovid’s Metamorphosis.  
They will have the opportunity to enter the Ovid for All competition. 

Dystopia 
Students study a selection of extracts from dystopian novels.  They will explore how writers present and 
explore dystopian themes.  Dystopian texts are studied at A Level and this unit gives teachers the 
opportunity to discuss further study in English, creating interest and ambition. 

2 Women’s Poetry 
Students study a selection of pre and post 1914 poetry written by women.  The selection will help 
pupils to understand the significant contribution female poets made and continue to make to literature. 

Modern Novel 
Students study a modern novel, selected by their teacher.  Some of the texts currently taught are Stone 
Cold by Robert Swindells and Look Both Ways By Jason Reynolds.  Students will study the form, 
language and themes of the text. 

3 Shakespeare 
Students will study a whole play.  Current choices are: A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Romeo and Juliet 
and The Tempest.  Students will learn about how Shakespeare wrote, the context in which he wrote and 
will analyse his dramatic methods, also learning about his use of blank verse and iambic pentameter. 

 


