
KS3– Year 7 – English 

Term Topic Titles Brief Overview 

1 Transition Novel 
Students begin Year 7 studying the novel they were given to read over the summer holiday, bought for 
them by Mr Warwood.  There will be a variety of creative and enriching activities to foster a love of 
learning in English as well as giving us the opportunity to informally assess students’ writing. 

Classic Children’s Fiction 
Students develop their writing skills by studying a range of classic children’s fiction focusing particularly 
on how tension is created. 

Introduction to Shakespeare 
Students will study extracts from a range of plays - a sort of Shakspeare’s greatest hits!  Pupils will learn 
about Shakespeare’s language and the context in which he wrote.  Pupils will be encouraged to recite 
and perform short extracts. 

2 Speeches 
Students will study a range of speeches themed around a central idea.  Topics might include heroes or 
those who have overcome adversity.  Pupils will learn to identify and use rhetorical techniques such as 
direct address, rhetorical questions, tricolons, hyperbole and anaphora. 

Poetry from Around the World 
Students will study an anthology of poems chosen by the English Department.  They will learn the 
vocabulary of poetry including stanzas, poetic form, imagery and enjambement. 

3 The Play’s the Thing 
Students will read and perform a short play, specially written for Arden.  They will learn about dramatic 
techniques such as characterisation and dramatic irony.  The play introduces pupils to intertextuality, 
encouraging them to consider the links and connections between texts. 

Modern Novel 
Students will read and study a novel chosen by their teacher.  Some of the texts currently taught are 
Skellig by David Almond and Coraline by Neil Gaiman.  Students will study the form, language and 
themes of the text. 

 


