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20th September 2017 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians  
 
Year 7 Educational Visit to France 25th June to 29th June 2018 
 
Further to our meeting last night about the Language Department visits to Northern France, we 
would like to confirm some of the information offered regarding the study visits.  The 
presentation from last night is available on the school website: 
http://www.arden.solihull.sch.uk/information/educational-visits/ 
 
As explained at the meeting there are three accommodation centres booked for this visit.  For 
the duration of the visit pupils will be with their form group; the division of form groups between 
the three accommodation centres will be based on numbers attending.  Once we know how 
many pupils wish to join the visit we will be able to allocate form groups to each centre and the 
pupils will be advised.  Coach groups and dorms will be organised next year. 
 
The Travel Company we are using for the visit is Voyager School Travel; a member of ABTA, 
ATOL and the School Travel Forum.  The total cost of the visit will be around £420.00 but this 
will be confirmed when we know the exact numbers (any difference to this amount will be 
advised and the final payment adjusted).  The cost will include all travel costs, insurance, 
excursions, accommodation and food (excluding food for the outward/homeward journeys and 
spending money).  The visit may be paid for in full or in instalments as follows: 
 

 First deposit £75.00   due by 12th October 2017 

 Second deposit £115.00  due by 8th December 2017 

 Third payment £115.00   due by 2nd February 2018 

 Final payment £115.00  due by 20th April 2018 (will be adjusted if necessary  
     after final cost confirmed) 

 
If you would prefer to pay on a monthly basis, after the first deposit, please contact Mrs 
McCrone in the school office.  Please be aware that the first and second deposits are non-
refundable and that the travel company imposes the following charges for cancellations (unless 
a replacement is arranged).  However, cancellation charges can be reclaimed (less policy 
excess) if withdrawal is for an insurable reason. 
 

 More than 12 weeks before departure: Loss of all deposits paid or due 

 Between 4 - 12 weeks before departure: 60% of total cost to be paid 

 Less than 4 weeks before departure: 80% of total cost to be paid 

 2 weeks or less before departure: Total cost of visit 

Cancellation charges may be reclaimed (less policy excess) if withdrawal is for an insurable 
reason, e.g. medical grounds.   A policy excess applies to all claims.  A copy of the travel   
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insurance showing a ‘Summary of Cover’ of the main benefits will be issued next year prior to 
the visits.  Our travel insurance for this visit is with ‘Ace’ – the school’s own insurer. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to advise you that your son/daughter will require a 
passport and European Health Insurance Card (EHIC), so please check that they are in 
date for the visit.  It is essential that every child has an EHIC card.  Application forms can be 
downloaded from www.nhs.uk/ehic, where there is more information about these free cards. 
 
Attached is the ‘Expression of Interest Form’ and if you would like your son/daughter to join the 
visit, this form should be completed and returned into the reply box located in Reception and the 
first deposit of £75.00 should be paid via ParentPay, both by 12:00pm on Thursday 12th 
October 2017 (please contact the school Finance Team if you wish to pay using PayPoint and 
no cash/cheques please).  Please note that we may not be able to accept pupils after the 
deadline of 12/10/17.  Pupil Premium funding is available for this visit; please contact Janet 
McCrone (T: 01564 732628) if you wish to check if you are eligible. 
 
There will be another meeting for parents and pupils, probably in early June, and we will provide 
all the information you will require about the visits.  In the meantime if you have any queries or 
concerns please do not hesitate to get in touch with me or Janet McCrone, Educational Visits 
Coordinator.  
 
As mentioned previously, we do hope that as many pupils as possible will take part in this very 
worthwhile language and cultural experience. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

    
 
Mr Edgington    
Head of MFL & Visit Leader 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


