
New Yr12 Students intending to take English Language and 
Literature Combined: course preparation homework task 
 
 
Task 1: using the QR codes below, watch the speeches on Youtube and for each, make note of at 
least 5 rhetorical techniques used by the speech writers to involve or engage the audience. 
Write down the quotations and make a note of their specific effects on listeners: how/why are they 
persuasive/hard-hitting/influential/emotive etc? 
Task 2: using the Ian Birrell article on rights for the disabled (studied in the taster session, and 
reproduced below) write the text for a formal speech to be given to an audience of business leaders 
and MPs at a conference, in which you attempt to persuade them to join in with a campaign to 
improve conditions for the disabled. 
The speech should be around 800 words long. 
Task 3: either write a 400 word commentary on your speech, analysing the techniques you used, 
why you used them and why/how they would be effective, given the audience; or annotate your 
speech using the comment box function on Word (go to Review tab, highlight the text you want to 
comment on, click on ‘New Comment’ and type into the box on the side. See exemplar below.) 
Work to be handed in on your first English lesson in September. 
 

 
 

 

Independence Day film: 
President’s speech 
 
 
 
Obama inauguration speech 



 
 
 

Reagan Challenger space shuttle 
disaster speech 
 
 
Branagh dramatization of Tim 
Collins’ speech to Northern Irish 
forces in Iraq 
1.2 Ian Birrell: ‘As gay people celebrate, the 
treatment of the disabled just gets worse’ 

 
This  is  an  article  from  the  i  newspaper  by Ian  Birrell, the  
former  deputy editor  of the  Independent  newspaper.  He is  
a  columnist,  foreign  correspondent,  campaigner, and co-
founder of Africa Express. 
 
As gay  people celebrate, the treatment of the disabled 
just gets worse 

 
With more spending cuts looming, are we content to leave one minority locked out of 
society as second-class citizens? 
 
They were clearing up the confetti, nursing hangovers  and disappearing  on honeymoons 
yesterday  after the first batch of gay marriages in Britain. It was a remarkable  moment  as 
the contented couples celebrated their unions with the traditional kiss. Within my lifetime, 
homosexuality  has been first legalised, then embraced into everyday normality.   … 
 
The ceremonies mark a milestone in the bumpy march towards tolerance  and equality. We should 
rejoice at the speed with which people who were once jailed, mocked and used as a political football 
have taken their correct place at the heart of society. Politicians of all hues deserve praise for 
displaying courage in confronting the misanthropes who sought to stop lesbian and gay people 
from enjoying rights that the rest take for granted. 
 
Problems remain with homophobic bullying in schools and bigotry abroad. But the reform shows 
how quickly attitudes  can change.  … 



 
We have seen a similar rapid shift in attitudes  on gender and race, for all the hurdles that still exist 
for both women and ethnic minorities. Yet, amid all the discussion of diversity and self- 
congratulatory talk of tolerance,  one minority remains stuck in the shadows of society. Indeed, 
many members  would argue that their life is getting worse, with hostility growing. 
These are people with disabilities, a group growing fast in our ageing society.   … 
 
Not only are people with disabilities far less likely to be in work despite being the most loyal 
employees,  but almost two-thirds of those who develop a disability have lost their job within 
two years.  … 
 
Reported hate crime is rising, with stories of awful abuse commonplace… You can multiply all 
these damning statistics – the terrible stories of routine harassment – for people with learning 
difficulties. Just imagine the rightful outcry if this was happening  to people because  of their 
gender, sexuality or skin colour. 
 
So why is this happening  in the wake of the Paralympics,  with all that optimistic talk of 
transforming  attitudes?   … 
 
One reason is the lack of social and workplace interaction,  such a crucial motor in changing 
attitudes.  So instead of invitations to drinks after work and weekend dinner parties, there is 
befuddled British embarrassment at best, coldness at worst, towards people with disabilities. As 
a consequence comes a failure to understand their hopes, fears and desires. 
 
Then there is the lack of political power – one more legacy of the poverty and woeful support 
endured  by many disabled people. Digital technology  has helped but the idea of seeking 
a seat in Parliament  is a joke for people who struggle to obtain a seat on the bus. At the last 
general election, more than two-thirds of polling stations had significant barriers to accessibility. 
… 
It is great to see Britain become  more tolerant. But, with more spending cuts looming, are we 
content  to leave one minority locked out of society as second-class citizens? Just as with gay 
and lesbian people, disabled people want only the same rights as everyone  else. And remember 
that only one in six people with disabilities was born with them; one day this minority might 
include you, whatever  your colour. 
  



 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE & 

LITERATURE combined  
 

Welcome to the English Language and Literature course. Over the next couple of 
years you’ll find this an exciting, challenging and inspiring programme of study that 

will give you a great foundation for any future educational route you might want to 
follow. 

 
In the first few weeks of the course, you’ll be exploring the different features of a broad 
range of non-fiction genres, and considering how writers communicate their personal voice 
through these different forms. There will be a LOT of technical and detailed analysis to 
ensure that everyone has the same set of vocabulary. You’ll be expected to contribute your 
ideas to discussions every lesson, so come prepared! 

 
Things you must do before you start the course in September: 
 

• Buy and read The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
• Read the handout on what is meant by ‘voice’ in writing 
• Do the speech transformation task (resources on a separate sheet.) 

 
Other things you could do if you’re feeling ambitious: 

• Read lots of books from the reading list, making a record of the ones that 
you have enjoyed and would recommend to others 

• Revise the technical vocabulary you have used so far in English, including 
terms used in the ‘spoken word’ unit 

• Practise creative writing in the different non-fiction genres on the reading list 
• Try to go to the theatre as often as you can- get a few people together and 

make an evening of it! We are spoilt for choice in the West Midlands, being 
so close to Stratford-upon-Avon as well as the many great theatres in 
Birmingham, Coventry, Malvern and others. You will be expected to have a 
wide range of cultural knowledge so that also means being aware of poets, 
novels and events in the cultural world. You will be expected to have a wide 
range of knowledge about newspapers and other non-fiction texts so read 
everything as widely as you can. 

 
You’re in good company studying English, as you can tell from all the famous names from 
a broad variety of professions who hold English Degrees. A few examples: actors  James 
Franco, Vin Diesel, Matt Damon, Emma Thompson, Tommy Lee Jones, Paul Newman, 
Geoffrey Rush; film directors James Cameron, Steven Spielberg, Martin Scorcese; musicians 
Sting, Paul Simon, Mark Knopfler, Radiohead’s Thom Yorke and Colin Greenwood; writers 
Douglas Adams, Toni Morrison, Dr Seuss, Stephen King, Joseph Heller. Add to these a 
wealth of journalists, publishers, producers of TV and radio, politicians and civil servants, 
and you can see how versatile a subject this is in its adaptability to a range of career 
possibilities. 
  



Students intending to take English Language and Literature Combined: 
suggested reading list 
 
All English students will be expected to read a wide range of texts as well as studying several with the whole 
group. The underlined texts are required reading for the examination or for Yr13 coursework; you will also read 
and annotate an Anthology of different non-fiction texts with a focus on how voice is created and expressed. The 
selection below is a non-exhaustive list of texts across different literary forms that give an idea of the range of 
wider reading that will best equip you for the course; they all present  an identifiable narrative voice, and they all 
explore the conflicts between ‘Society and the Individual’, which is one of the modular key themes. You are not 
expected to read all these titles, but the more you can read, the better, as it will nurture a broad understanding of 
literary styles and traditions that you can make reference to in class and coursework, and use to inform both your 
creative and analytical responses in the examinations.  
 
PROSE: 
The Great Gatsby- F Scott Fitzgerald 
The Road- Cormac McCarthy  
The Bloody Chamber- Angela Carter 
The Handmaid’s Tale- Margaret Attwood 
The Collector- John Fowles 
The Color Purple- Alice Walker 
Room- Emma Donoghue 
English Passengers- Matthew Kneale 
The Bell Jar- Sylvia Plath 
Never Let Me Go- Kazuo Ishiguro 
Enduring Love- Ian McEwan 
Trainspotting- Irvine Welsh 
The Yellow Wallpaper- Charlotte Perkins-Gilman 
Nineteen Eighty-Four- George Orwell 
The Book Thief: Marcus Zusak 
The White Road: Tania Hershman (short stories) 
Fahrenheit 451- Ray Bradbury 
Wide Sargasso Sea- Jean Rhys 
Oranges Are Not The Only Fruit- Jeanette Winterson 
Cloud Atlas- David Mitchell 
Vernon God Little- DBC Pierre 
 
DRAMA: 
Othello- Shakespeare 
Equus- Peter Shaffer 
A Streetcar Named Desire- Tennessee Williams 
The History Boys– Alan Bennett 
Top Girls- Caryl Churchill 
Translations- Brian Friel 
 
POETRY: 
The Whitsun Weddings- Philip Larkin  
Ariel- Sylvia Plath 
North- Seamus Heaney 
Selected poems- Tony Harrison 
 
NON-FICTION: how voices are presented in.. 
Notes from a Small Island- Bill Bryson 
Autobiographies/Biographies 
Political speeches by Obama, Thatcher, Churchill, JFK, Elizabeth I, Tony Blair 
Published Diaries, Memoirs and Letters 
Digital texts such as blogs and podcasts 
Interview transcripts 
Radio drama scripts and screenplays 
Reportage (first hand accounts of/commentaries on news events) 
Travelogue 
Reviews of films, books, productions 
 
REFERENCE: 
The Writer’s Voice- Al Alvarez 



How Conversation Works- Ronald Wardhaugh 
 
Exam board and course: Edexcel Language and Literature Combined 
 
 


