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J K Rowling was a French 
teacher prior to concentrating 
on her writing career. She also 
has French ancestry, and is 
said to speak impeccable 
French. 



 

Topics to be covered in Year 12: 

Term 1 
Media (television, advertising) 
Healthy Living / Lifestyle (sport /exercise, health and well-being) 
Popular culture (cinema) 
Family / Relationships (relationships within the family) 
Term 2 
Media (communication technology) 
Healthy Living / Lifestyle (holidays) 
Popular culture (music, fashion/trends) 
Family / Relationships (friendship, marriage / partnerships) 
Term 3 
Revision and Exam practice 
Unit 1 Listening, Reading and Writing paper 
70% of AS, 35% of A Level 
2 hour written examination 
110 marks 
Unit 2 Speaking test 
30% of AS, 15% of A Level 
35 minutes speaking test (including 20 minutes preparation) 
50 marks 
You will be asked to discuss all four of the topic areas covered during the 
year.  

Here are examples of the sort of essay question you can expect in the 
unit 1 paper. You will be given a choice of three questions, and must write 
at least 200 words, in which you justify your opinions on the chosen 
question: 

Healthy Living / Lifestyle 
« Il faut faire du sport ! Tout le monde le dit. Mais malgré cela, deux 
jeunes sur trois ne font pas assez de sport, » dit Jean-Luc Rasquin, 
médecin. A votre avis, quels sont les avantages de faire du sport et quels sont 
les autres moyens d’avoir une vie plus saine? (35 marks) 
Popular culture 
A quoi sert le cinéma? Pour certains spectateurs, le cinéma n‛existe pas 
pour amuser ou divertir le public mais pour informer et pour faire 
réfléchir. A votre avis, quelle est la valeur du cinéma? Pourquoi est-ce que le 
cinéma est toujours si populaire dans la société actuelle? (35 marks) 
Media 
Internet occupe une très grande place dans notre société: e-mail, 
shopping en ligne, chat et blogs. Internet fait partie de notre vie 
quotidienne. Mais quel prix devons-nous payer? Ecrivez un article pour un 
journal en France dans lequel vous donnez votre opinion sur les avantages et les 
dangers d’Internet. (35 marks) 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
    Useful websites : 
 
 
Listening 
www.euronews.net  
Select language ‘français’ and then choose from a wide variety of News videos. 
www.20minutes.fr/ 
fr.news.yahoo.com/ 
www.radiofrance.fr 

http://www.zut.org.uk/advanced/year12.html 

 

Grammar 
www.swarthmore.edu 

- French 
- Links and resources 
- Grammar 

http://fog.ccsf.cc.ca.us/~creitan/grammar.htm 
http://www.nelsonthornes.com/secondary/modern_lang/ap/default.html 

- grammarNet 
http://atschool.eduweb.co.uk/stpmlang/languages.htm 

- interactive exercises 
www.languagesonline.org.uk 
http://www.columbia.edu/~ab410/drills.html 
 
Reading 
www.bbc.co.uk/languages/french/news 
The best place to start is the BBC’s languages web-pages. Choose the “reportages” 
link to find articles with a variety of reading exercises. The articles are archived into 
topic areas that relate to the AS and A level syllabus. 
Some of them include audio clips so you can base your listening task on the same 
topic. 
www.lemonde.fr 
French daily newspaper. The website gives you access to all of the day’s news 
articles. 
www.lefigaro.fr 
French daily newspaper. The website gives you access to the day’s news articles 
although you may require a subscription to view the majority of the articles in full. 
fr.news.yahoo.com/ 
 
 

 

 

http://www.euronews.net/
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/french/news
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http://es.news.yahoo.com/


 

 

Grammar: 
 

You are expected to have a sound knowledge and understanding of the following 
grammar topic areas when you arrive in September as we will be building upon 
these KS4 essentials during year 12 and introducing new specific KS5 grammar 
points. 

 Present tense 
 Perfect tense 
 Imperfect tense 
 Future tense 
 Conditional tense 
 Reflexive verbs in all tenses 
 Use of adjectives 
 Negative structures 
 Superlatives and comparatives 
 Possessive adjectives 
 Quantifiers and intensifiers 
 Subjunctive 

 

We recommend that you purchase the following textbooks for use during your A-
Level. 

 AQA AS French Self-Study Guide (£9.99 – Amazon) 
 Élan Grammar Workbook with CD (£7.32 – Amazon or £0.01 used) 
 Mot à Mot New Advanced French Vocabulary book (£4.63 – Amazon) 
 French Verb Wheel  (£3.50 www.linguascope.co.uk) 
 Collins Robert or Oxford Hachette French Dictionary 

 

Employment opportunities for linguists: 

Having a good knowledge of a language can greatly improve your prospects in the 
jobs marketplace.   

Modern Languages graduates find employment in business, UK and European 
government, engineering, financial services, media, technology, travel and tourism, 
voluntary and charitable sector. There are a small number of jobs where languages 
are the main requirement e.g. Interpreter, Translator, Teacher. However there are 
many more roles where languages are a complementary rather than a key skill. 
Business and other organisations require people to work across international offices 
or with non-English speaking customers or clients e.g. Marketing, Sales, Customer 
Support or Consulting so languages amongst other skills will be valued. Roles that 
require strong communication skills like PR, Events Management, Media and 
Government might also suit the Linguist especially where the business is focused 
outside of the UK.  

  

http://www.linguascope.co.uk/


 

Facts about linguists:  

In the latest national data available Modern Language graduates had the lowest 
unemployment rate of all Arts and Humanities subjects, and this is a continuing 
trend. There are higher numbers going onto further study and training than into 
employment when compared with all subjects. 9.1% of modern languages graduates 
were working outside of the UK in comparison to the national average for all 
graduates of 1.6%. Modern Language graduates go into a very wide range of 
employment areas. Around a third of those working are in business and managerial 
roles such as sales and marketing, management roles in commerce, industry and 
public sector and business and financial professional roles dispelling any notions that 
Modern Linguists are not suited to commercial roles. Source: university of Bath 
website.  

Arden MFL students have gone or are going to the following universities: 

The University of Birmingham Law with French.  
French with Spanish 
French, Spanish and Russian 

The  University of Cambridge Spanish with French 
Bath Spa University Creative Writing 
The University of Sheffield German and Hispanic Studies 
The University of Sheffield German and History 
The University of Warwick German and History 
University of Bath International Management with 

Spanish 
Middlesex University Primary Education 
Nottingham Trent University International Business 
University of Leeds Medicine 
University of Manchester Geography 
Lancaster University European Management 
King's College London Ancient History 
Loughborough University International Relations 
The University of Kent German 
Lancaster University Psychology 
University of Lincoln English and Journalism 
Lancaster University English Literature, Creative 

Writing and Practice 
University of Warwick History 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Ten fun facts about France: 
 

 Wine has been made in France since the Roman Empire. 
 French cuisine is considered one of the best cuisines in the world and there is 

an average of 2 cooking books being published every day. 
 France is famous for having many castles, palaces and manors. It's said to 

have around 40,000 castles. 
 There are more than 300 kinds of cheese made in France. 
 One of the most popular symbols in France is the Eiffel tower which is a 

famous tourist attraction that stands at 300 metres tall. 
 The French state was established in 843, breaking up from the Carolingian 

Empire. 
 France is the largest nation in Western Europe and has seven mountains and 

five major rivers. 
 The French national anthem is called la Marseillaise because it was first sang 

by soldiers from the Marseille marching to Paris. 
 The Statue of Liberty was made in France and then gifted to the U.S in 1886, 

in the celebration of its centennial. 
 France has had only four presidents in the last 32 years: Valéry Giscard 

d'Estaing, François Mitterrand, Jacques Chirac, Nicolas Sarkozy and François 
Hollande. 

 
FINALLY…. 
In terms of university applications, 3 of our A2 students have received 
unconditional offers to study French and Spanish at Birmingham 
University. This is highly unlikely to happen in other subjects. 


