
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Book Buzz                 
Arden’s Library Newsletter – Issue 22               March/April 2015 

Congratulations to joint winners Eleanor Browne and Olivia Penny (Year 8) who 
won last month’s Book Buzz competition.  Several pupils managed to successfully 

complete the puzzles but they were the first names drawn out.  Well done! 

The more observant of you, may have noticed a poem in the Library which is one of my all-time favourites 
(you’re never too old for Dr Seuss!)  ‘Oh, the Places You’ll Go’ is wonderfully wise in its description of 
life’s ups and downs and encourages its readers to discover that the potential for success lies within each 
of us.  As Dr Seuss would have celebrated his birthday on 2nd March – it seemed only fitting to include 
some information about him and feature some of his famous quotes… 
 

Dr Seuss was born Theodor Seuss Geisel in Massachusetts, USA on 2nd March 1904.  After attending Dartmouth 
College and Oxford University, he began a career in advertising.   Dr Seuss’ first children’s book, ‘And to Think That I 
Saw it on Mulberry Street’, hit the market in 1937 after it had been rejected 27 times. 
 

Following WWII, Geisel and his first wife Helen moved to La Jolla, California, where he wrote and published several 
children’s books, including ‘If I Ran the Zoo’ and ‘Horton Hears a Who!’.  A major turning point in his career came when 
he was asked to write a children’s primer using 220 vocabulary words.  The resulting book, ‘The Cat in the Hat’, was 
published in 1957.  The success of the book cemented his place in children’s literature.  In the years that followed, he 
wrote many more books including such favourites as ‘Green Eggs and Ham’ and ‘How the Grinch Stole Christmas’ 
(which was later made into a film). 
 

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize in 1984 and three Academy Awards (Oscars), Seuss was the author and illustrator of 44 
children’s books.  Even after his death in 1991, Dr Seuss continues to be the best-selling author of children’s books in 
the world. 
 

‘You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself in any direction you choose. 
You're on your own, and you know what you know. And you are the guy who'll decide where to go.’ 

 ‘The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you'll go.’ 
 

‘Today you are you! That is truer than true! There is no one alive who is you-er than you!’ 
 

‘Step with care and great tact, and remember that Life's a Great Balancing Act.’ 
 

‘You can get help from teachers, but you are going to have to learn a lot by yourself,     
sitting alone in a room.’ 

 

‘I meant what I said and I said what I meant’ 

 
Meet Nathan Byrn…..he’s half white witch, half black witch.  His mother was a healer,   
his father is a killer.  He’s been in a cage since he was fourteen.  But if white witches  
are good and black witches are evil…what happens when you are both? 
 

Sally Green’s ‘Half Bad’ – available now in the Library 
 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/d/drseuss597903.html


 
Teenage book quiz – just highlight or circle the correct answers to the following questions… 
 

1. In the Hunger Games, what is the main industry of Katniss Everdeen’s district? 
(a) agriculture    (b) coal mining    (c) textiles    (d) factories 

 

2. In Twilight, what makes Bella faint in her science class? 
(a) the heat    (b) exhaustion    (c) the sight of blood    (d) Edward’s arm brushing hers 

 

3. In Becca Fitzpatrick’s Hush, Hush, what is Patch? 
(a) dog    (b) toy    (c) Nephilim    (d) fallen angel 

 

4. In the House of Night series, what does vampire Zoey Redbird have an affinity for? 
(a) spirit element  (b) reading people’s minds  (c) understanding cats  (d) all five of the elements 

 

5. In Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, which task is put in place by Snape to protect the 
philosopher’s stone? 

(a) a riddle of poisonous potions    (b) Devil’s snare    (c) Fluffy    (d) the flying key 
 

6. Beatrice chooses to join the Dauntless faction in Veronica Roth’s Divergent, but what behaviour 
do they promote? 

(a) selflessness    (b) kindness    (c) bravery    (d) intelligence 
 

7. In Cassandra Clare’s Mortal Instruments series, shadowhunter Alec has a secret – what is it? 
(a) he killed his parents    (b) he’s gay    (c) he’s in love with Clary    (d) his real name is William 

 

8. What is Lena afraid of happening when she turns sixteen in Kami Garcia & Margaret Stohl’s 
Beautiful Creatures? 

(a) She’ll have to move away  (b) her powers will be claimed for the dark    
(c) her boyfriend, Ethan, will leave her    (d) she’ll lose her magic 

 

9.  In Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate Events, what does Violet do to help her think? 
 (a) tie her hair up    (b) pace    (c) jump up and down    (d) pull back her sleeves 

 

10.  In Trudi Canavan’s The Magician’s Guild, what is Sonea’s friend, Cery, name after? 
 (a) a weapon    (b) a drink    (c) a berry    (d) a rodent 

 

Book taster - Let the contest begin… 
BLURB: Tella’s brother is dying.  He’s got cancer and Tella is helpless to save him.  Or so she thought.  
When an invitation arrives for Tella to compete in the Brimstone Bleed, a deadly competition that will 
lead her through treacherous jungle and scorching desert, she doesn’t think twice.  Because the prize is a 
cure to any illness.  But Tella will be facing more than just the elements. 
 
 

Please complete your name and form below and return to the Library by Friday 24 April 
 

Name: …………………………………………………………………….   Form: …………………….. 

INTRODUCTION: ‘I snap my head from side to side, searching for someone in my room.  
But of course no one’s there…..I fly across my room and leap onto the bed, a smile spread 
across my face.  I’ve spent these last nine months with no internet or cell phone, and right 
now I feel like a wild dog eyeing its prey….I close my hand around the lid and pull it off.  
Inside is a tiny pillow.  My fingers pinch the pillow, and when I lift it up, I’m surprised by 
what I see beneath it.’ 

Fire & Blood by Victoria Scott   


