
 

PAPER ONE = 50% of GCSE 
1 hour 45 minutes 

Section A:  Shakespeare 
Part (a):  analyse a short extract  
Part (b):  analyse a theme across the whole play 
and link to the social/historical context  

Section B: Post-1914 Drama 
Choice of two questions analysing character, 
theme or setting across the whole play and 
linking to the social/historical context 

 

PAPER TWO = 50% of GCSE 
2 hours 15 minutes 

Section A: 19th Century Novel 
Part (a):  analyse a short extract 
Part (b):  exploration of theme, character or setting 
across whole novel 

Section B:  Poetry Anthology and Unseen Poetry 
Part 1:  compare one named anthology poem with one 

of their choice from anthology 
Part 2:  compare two unseen poems 

The English Literature GCSE covers a wide range of literary fiction: one 19th Century novel; a modern drama; a Shakespeare play; an 
anthology of 15 poems.  Students also have to analyse an unseen poem and an unseen extract of 19th Century literature.  All the 
students will sit the same two exams.   

Students could 
create a grid that 

compares the 
themes that 

connect the poems 
from the 

anthology; this will 
help them 

recognise suitable 
pairs to compare 

in the examination.  

Create a crib-sheet for each exam that outlines the structure of each question and how they should 
approach it e.g. key skills, time that should be spent on it, whether context is required, etc 

Students should try to 
use a range of 

inventive strategies to 
memorise quotations: 

using a picture 
stimulus; rewriting 

lyrics; having a bag of 
random quotations to 

pick from and practise 
analysis 

Try to create character profiles for each 
of the central figures in the plays.  

Students should create quotation banks 
that chart a character’s 

change/development throughout. 

Use the poems from the other clusters as 
unseen poetry practice.  They can read 
them and try to interpret the poet’s 
intended effect on the reader. 

For both the Shakespeare and Post-1914 Drama, it 
is vital that they see them in performance.  There 

are plenty of films adaptations to choose from. 

There are lots of activities that students can be doing to revise and plenty of ways that you can support them in 
their efforts.  

• All students study Macbeth as their Shakespeare play 
• An Inspector Calls (J.B.Priestley), Journey’s End 

(R.C.Sherriff) and Blood Brothers (Willy Russell) are the 
choices for the Post-1914 Drama 

• Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (R.L.Stevenson), Frankenstein (Mary 
Shelley) and A Christmas Carol (Charles Dickens) are the 
choices for the 19th Century Novel 

• All students study the conflict cluster from the anthology 
   

 

Make flashcards of the key quotations from all the 
texts.  They need to choose “super-quotations” 
that allow them to talk about a range of language 
and structural features. 

Revision should focus on the “key 
sections” of the plays and novel.  Teachers 
will have focused on these in class.  
Students should try to make thematic links 
between the “key sections”. 

Students could create mind maps of key themes for the novel and plays; highlight key moments and 
key quotations that link into each theme. 

READ ALL THE TEXTS 
MORE THAN ONCE! 
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