
English Literature  

 
Examination Board:   OCR (H472) 

 
GCSE Required: English Literature Grade 6 
Skills:  Love of reading 

 

 
Or visit https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171200-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-english-literature-h472.pdf 

 

 
Externally Examined Content 
 
Drama and Poetry Pre-1900 
 
Hamlet by William Shakespeare 
 
Selected poems of Christina Rossetti compared with Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s House. 
 
Comparative and Contextual Study – American Literature 1880-1940 
 
Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck compared with The Great Gatsby by F Scott Fitzgerald. 
 
A synoptic study of a range of extracts from the period which will be assessed by the close analysis of 
an unseen extract, with references the students’ knowledge of the social, historical and literary context. 
 
Internally Assessed Content (Coursework) 
 
Students will write about three texts in total: a play, a novel and a selection of poems. 
 

1) Close analysis of a short extract from a text, currently The History Boys by Alan Bennett. 
 

2) An in-depth comparison and analysis of two texts.  Current combinations are The Color Purple 
by Alice Walker compared with The Feminine Gospels by Carol Ann Duffy and The Passion of New 
Eve by Angela Carter compared with the Ariel poems by Sylvia Plath. 

 

How the subject will be be taught: 
 
A variety of teaching methods will be employed to develop your thinking, writing and analytical skills 
as well as your confidence in presenting your opinions. You will be encouraged to lead as well as 
participate in seminar style lessons, undertake individual projects and work in small groups.  Under 
staff guidance you will be encouraged to develop your own independent learning and research skills. 
 

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171200-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-english-literature-h472.pdf


What opportunities come with this subject: 
 
English Literature is widely recognised as an academic subject and complements many other areas of 
study at A level.  Analytical writing and research skills acquired through this course are acknowledged 
and valued by employers whilst ensuring that you are well prepared to study at degree level.  
 

 

 
Higher Education/Career Implications: 
 
English graduates enter a huge range of careers such as teaching, banking, advertising, publishing and 
research. Luminaries such as Steven Spielberg, Sting, Stephen King, Colin Greenwood and Natasha 
Kaplinsky are all English graduates. 
 
 

 


