
 

We have been able to close this term in great celebration 
when we enjoyed, as always, the hospitality and warm 
welcome of Knowle Parish Church.  Our students have been 
reflecting on the opportunity, at this time of year, to spend 
time with friends, family and loved ones and also to reflect 
on the good fortune and privilege that many enjoy.  We 
have also taken time to consider those less fortunate and 
those in need.  Once again we have been overwhelmed by 
the generosity of our students and parents/guardians with 
the donations of toys, money and food that will benefit those in 
need in our local communities.   I had the great privilege, along 
with Mr Hooper, of serving Christmas lunch to over 700 of our 
students on Wednesday; their manners were impeccable and 
again re-iterated to me how fortunate we are to have such a 
positive student body.  From all of the staff at Arden, we wish 
you a wonderful Christmas and New Year and we look forward 
to seeing our students safely back in the New Year.   

Mr Warwood, Associate Headteacher 

A Joyful End to 2018 
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Community Visit 
Students from our BATS 

ensemble visited Knowle 

Friendship club this month 

to entertain the members 

with some wonderful 

music during their festive 

lunch. 

Ten fabulous Year 10 

Catering students were 

also there to serve up the 

food and did a superb job. 

We have a long-standing 

relationship with Knowle 

Friendship club and it is a 

testament to our students 

that we are invited back 

year on year to support 

their annual event. 

As is usual at this time of year we have been 

collecting donations for two local charities. 

We have ben absolutely delighted by the 

donations of toys and gifts for children that we 

have received.  Our Senior Pupils will also be 

taking the money which was collected during 

our Church services and purchasing more gifts 

for donations.  These will be then be sent to 

Birmingham City Mission for distribution to 

families in need in the surrounding areas. 

Secondly we have collected a huge array of food 

items which will be sent to the Helping Hands 

charity which is based in the Renewal Church in 

Solihull.  Helping Hands is a way in which we 

can help those in need across our local 

community.  The charity distribute food and 

toiletries parcels to people all over the 

Midlands, looking after over 1000 families a 

year.  

Whilst we are looking forward to a festive 

break with our families we also feel it is 

important to install in 

our your people a 

sense of responsibility 

towards charitable 

giving and support for 

those less fortunate 

than ourselves.  We 

would like to thank 

everyone for their 

kind donations. 

mailto:office@arden.solihull.sch.uk
https://twitter.com/ArdenAcademy
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Christmas Concerts 

Back in Time for School 

International Schools Award 

Healthy Schools 
If you came to Arden during the 
Summer holidays then you will be 
aware that for some of the time the 
school site was over-run with a TV 
production team who were filming on 
location.   

We have just received confirmation 
that the Back In Time For School 
series will be transmitting on BBC2 
every week for 8 weeks from 
Thursday 3rd January 2019 at 
20:00.  You may have seen some of 
the other programmes produced by 
Wall to Wall Productions – Back in 
Time for Tea and Back in Time for the 
Factory (the most recent one). 

The series recreates school settings 
across a number of decades to show 
how the school experience has 
changed over time. 

The first episode to feature Arden will 
be Episode 4 which should air on 

Thursday 24th January.  We are not 
allowed to share any further details 
with you until the episodes have been 
broadcast but we will be please to 
share some photographs of the set and 
filming process in a future newsletter. 

We must thank the Site Team who did 
an excellent job over the summer in 
working around the filming and 
supporting the production company 
that were on site.  They even got to 
meet some celebrities! 

It will be interesting to see how much 
of the school we recognise when the 
series goes to air. 

We were delighted this month to receive 

notification that we have been re-

accredited with the Healthy Schools 

status.  This follows a rigorous 

application process where we were 

required to submit a range of evidence 

about the work that we do to promote 

healthy physical and emotional lifestyles 

both through the curriculum and our 

extra-curricular work. 

The qualifying board found much to 

praise us for, including our work on 

mental health and the well-being of both 

our students and staff.  It is a reflection 

of the emphasis we put on the 

importance of a broad and balanced 

curriculum model at Arden and we are 

thrilled to have our work recognised in 

this way once again.   

Earlier in the year we reported that Arden has been re-

accredited with the International Schools Award.  Recently Mrs 

Harrison, who co-ordinated the bid on behalf of the school, 

travelled to the Houses of Parliament to collect the award.  

Sir Ciarán Devane, Chief Executive of the British Council, said: 

“Arden has brought the world into its classrooms, earning them 

the British Council International School Award. Their pupils’ 

education is enriched with international activities that help 

children develop the skills they need to thrive in a globalised 

world.” 

The award is sought after worldwide by schools from countries 

such as India, Sri Lanka, Lebanon, Cyprus, and Pakistan. Around 

5,500 International School Awards have been presented to 

successful schools in the UK since the British Council scheme 

began in 1999. 

With huge thanks to 

Mrs Harrison for her 

work on the bid and for 

collecting the award. 

Right: Mrs Harrison pictured 

with Damian Hinds, 

Secretary of State for 

Education, who attended the 

event and gave a 

congratulatory speech. 

Both the Lower School and Upper School Christmas 

concerts were an absolute joy to attend.  As ever we 

were treated to a range of music: from individual star 

performances to breath-taking numbers from our large 

ensembles.   

The range of musical genres across the two concerts 

just goes to show how fabulously talented our 

students are and how this talent is being nurtured and 

supported by Dr. Seago and his wonderful Music team. 

The concerts were also a chance for our Sixth Form 

South Africa and Young Enterprise teams to sell some 

of their products and raise money for their ventures. 

Many thanks to all of the parents and relatives who 

attended the evenings to support the students and a 

huge well done to all of 

our performers. 
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After having to cancel the visit on two occasions 
last year due to the inclement weather conditions, 
we were delighted to finally be able to take a 
group of Year 12 students to Warwick University 
for the Annual Conference on Research in Natural 
Sciences. 

Student Sam Evans had this to say about the visit: 

‘On the 10th December, Year 12 chemistry students 
had the opportunity to visit The University of 
Warwick. The trip was broken down into many 
topic based lectures led by different professors, 
and leading researchers in their fields. This visit 
gave the students a true insight into not only 
University Life but the content they were likely to 
encounter in their field of interest; the verbal 
feedback given by many on the trip was indicative 
of its success as the students showed a keen 
interest in the challenging topics being discussed.  

Speakers from the University also offered a view 
on student finance and affording university, 
helping the students to view university as an 
affordable investment rather than a debt. The 
consensus among students was that the day was 
engaging and offered valuable insight which has 
increased their interest in the study of chemistry 
or another scientific subject at university.’  

Year 12 Chemistry Trip 

Young Enterprise 
Hello, my name is Charlie and I am the 
Managing Director of Spire Enterprise, 
one of the Year 12 Arden Young 
Enterprise teams.   

Being a Director of the business is an 
exciting opportunity with all of the 
responsibilities and duties involved, 
including organising fundraising events, delegating tasks 
and motivating the team.  

In the business there are seven other members, each 
responsible for their own departments including Marketing, 
Human Resources and IT. Having all of these departments 
ensures for smooth and coordinated operation of the 
business, helping us to achieve our goals. 

We are currently developing our product, a children’s 
cooking scrapbook, which aims to get the whole family 
involved with cooking whilst teaching the younger ones 
about different cultures and culinary traditions!  

We are actively seeking sponsors who can help us to 
develop and manufacture our product, particularly in 
graphic design and printing. Of course, financial support is 
always welcome!  

For any inquiries about sponsoring our business please 
contact spireenterprise8@gmail.com 

The Year 12 Young Enterprise competition has begun with 

huge momentum this year and we are delighted to have 

two teams working on business ideas.  Here is an 

introduction to each team from their Managing Directors. 

Spire Enterprise 

Nebula Enterprise 
Hi there, we are Nebula Enterprise. We are 

made up of seven Arden Sixth Form 

students, currently working together in the 

Young Enterprise scheme to design and 

make a unique product. We are currently 

in the process of creating our student / 

university cook book, helping new students who are moving 

away from home maintain a healthy lifestyle and diet whilst 

shopping on a budget. Our book entails a meals section, 

snacks and stomach liners, cocktails and desserts all aimed 

at helping students get the most out of their university life. 

To make this easier we are in the process of designing an 

App to go along with the book, in which will enable easy 

access to shopping lists and recipes on the go whilst 

showing students the nutritional value and where to source 

the ingredients, cost effectively. Introducing “Food For 

Thought” by Nebula Enterprise. We would be very 

appreciative for any sponsors or donations received to help 

us develop our product, thank you.  

 To get in contact with us please email:    

nebulaenterprise.ye@gmail.com   

Kidlit National Competition 
Eighteen teams from all over the UK competed in this event and, as per 

the Regionals round, there were categories including: characters, book 

titles and authors. Every time we knew an answer, we had to press the 

buzzer and, once our school name was called out, we had to answer 

through the microphone.  

Despite our best efforts, we did not win and so have not progressed to 

the world final in Singapore. We didn’t go home empty-handed, though, 

for everyone was given a book to go home with and we also were given 

the opportunity to meet authors including this year’s Carnegie Medal 

winner, Geraldine McCaughrean.  Nonetheless, we did our best and, 

seeing as we only found out about the quiz barely a week before the 

Regionals, the team did amazingly 

well to win the West Midland 

Regionals and take part in the 

Nationals. Best of luck to next 

year’s team! 

You can read a full account of the 

day on the Library page of the 

school website. The Arden team with author Kathryn Evans 

mailto:spireenterprise8@gmail.com
mailto:nebulaenterprise.ye@gmail.com
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Library News and Celebrations 

Biology Trip With thanks to the PTFA 

Literacy Information Evening 

Earlier this month, Year 13 A Level Biology 

students went to Aston University to spend  

a day in the microbiology labs.  

The purpose of the visit was to use 

university equipment to extend our 

practical skills.  We completed polymer 

chain reactions, DNA digestion and 

performed gel electrophoresis.   

We also had a very insightful lecture on 

student finance to help give us insight into 

university life as a Bio-Science student and 

help us achieve in our current A Level. 

The DT department would like to 

thank the PTFA for their generosity 

in providing money to purchase 

some new food processors.  Year 8 

students have been trying them out 

in the process of making gingerbread 

biscuits and Mrs Bennett has been 

thrilled with the results. 

We were very pleased to welcome parents of Year 7 pupils to our Literacy 

Information Evening.  This is an important opportunity to hear how we 

are supporting the students’ development of key literacy skills across the 

school, as well as a valuable chance to hear strategies and tips on how to 

support your child at home. 

If you were unable to attend and would like more information, the 

resources for the evening can be found on the literacy page of the school 

website.  Please also visit the library page for more information on 

reading. 

What a fantastic end to 2018 for Arden Library with new 

books from Scholastic, the Year 8 team becoming the Kidlit 

Regional Champions and a successful Literacy Consultation 

Evening with Year 7 parents.  

This term, the library has been running a Twelve Days of 

Christmas Advent Calendar competition on literacy and 

writing skills, and we have had some excellent entries. The 

winners of 5 Achievement Points each are: 

Day 1 – Christmas Poem: Emma Hughes 

Day 2 – Guess the Book: Freddie Shore-Nye 

Day 3 – Book Recommendation: Millie Wilson 

Day 4 – Shoebox Appeal: Anton Rozhin 

Day 5 – Guess the Book: Erin Power 

Day 6 – Christmas Film Review: Freddie Shore-Nye 

Day 7 – Recipe: Jack Billinge, Alex Luckett and Zane Gardani 

Day 8 – Christmas Ghost Story: Vishakha Kumar 

Day 9 – Letter Writing: Erin Power  

Day 10 – Creative Writing Exercise: Amelia Corey 

Day 11 – Timed Challenge: Isla Milnes 

Day 12 – Write a Play: Luke Reeves and Max Ennis 

Congratulations to the winners of this term’s Accelerated 

Reader prizes, which was a bookmark and an early lunch 

pass for the overall winners, and a reading goodybag for the 

prize draw which included a signed copy of The Meltdown 

by Jeff Kinney, a poster, stickers, badges and lots more! 

The winners are:  

Year 7 

Most Books Read: Ava 

Parkinson (10 Books) and 

Lola Farrell (20 Books) 

Most Points: Will Johnson (82.4 

Points) and Laura Hampson (136.1 

Points) 

Effort prize: Isaac Gulzar 

Prize Draw: Jess Bray 

Year 8 

Most Books Read: Ben Lewis (10 

Books) and Katie Quantrill (7 Books) 

Most Points: Emily Henderson (137.6 Points) and Lara Duffy 

(81 Points) 

Effort prize: Alex Woodruff 

Prize Draw: Sophie Wadsworth 

Hope everyone has a lovely Christmas - Keep reading! 

The Library Christmas Tree with 

festive poems 
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In addition to including ‘Excellence’ students, as usually featured in the newsletter, ArdenAIM also offers additional 

opportunities for students, including the chance to become a Subject Ambassador. 

 
What is a Subject Ambassador? 
 

Subject Ambassadors are passionate about their subject. They are enthusiastic about learning new things and extending 

their knowledge. Subject Ambassadors demonstrate an eagerness to share their understanding with others and enjoy rising 

to new challenges.  They show a commitment to the development and promotion of their subject within school. 
 

What might Subject Ambassadors do? 

 Continue their learning outside of the classroom 

 Extend their learning by reading, watching and listening 

 Encourage, support and enthuse others to learn about the subject 

 Be involved with external organisations 

What might the role of a Subject Ambassador entail in school? 

 Being a committed and enthusiastic proponent of the subject in 

school 

 Encouraging others in lessons, in small or whole class work 

 Contributing to curriculum development and providing feedback 

about topics taught 

 Being involved in working with local primary schools in promoting the 

subject 

 Supporting the department in big school events, such as Open Days and Options 

Evenings 

 Leading school tours for visitors to the subject e.g. prospective candidates 

 Taking responsibility for a display area within the department 

 Helping to lead on whole school events e.g. themed weeks / days 

 Being an active member of the subject committee / council (where applicable) 

How can students become Student Ambassadors? 

It is important to remember that Student Ambassadors may not be the most able students.  

Being a Subject Ambassador is about passion, commitment and being an inspiration to 

others. 

Students may put themselves forward to be an Ambassador.  They may also be nominated 

by their teachers/peers, however different departments have different recruitment/ 

selection processes. 

The number of Subject Ambassadors may vary from subject to subject and department to department, but will usually 

cover all year groups and all abilities. 

Where there are a large number of students wishing to become Ambassadors, departments may wish to devise a selection 

process and offer positions on a termly basis.  The application process takes place at 

the beginning of the Spring Term. 

What do students get out of it? 

An opportunity to exercise their passion for their subject, as well as to inspire 

others; their efforts could also be used in contribution to their Arden Values 

portfolio, external applications (job/college) and UCAS form.  They also 

(perhaps most importantly) get a badge! 

History Ambassador George 

Whitchurch gives a reading at 

the Remembrance Day service. 

Geography Ambassadors at work 



For all the latest news about all 

things sports related don’t forget 

to follow the Arden PE 

Department on Twitter  

 

@ArdenPE 
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Sports News 

Hockey 

Gymnastics 

Football  

Netball Table Tennis 

Swimming 

Arden gymnasts were successful at the 
West Midlands round of the Milano trio 
competition earlier this month.  

This competition involves each gymnast 
doing individual floor and vault as well 
as a group routine.  The U13 team of 
Anna Bambrook, Robyn Lloyd, Anna 
Coulstock and Mia Conduit won the girls 
competition, whilst the mixed team of 
Adam Batts, Ben Seago, Holly Woolmore 
and Katie Minal were pipped to the post 
by a team of club gymnasts representing 
Studley High and came second by 0.5 of 
a mark.  The boys team of Corey Allen, 
Jenson Williams and Matt Bambrook had 
an easy ride to victory.   

All 3 teams have qualified, however, and 

will represent the West Midlands in the 
national finals in March in Stoke on 
Trent. 

Alongside the team competition there 
are medals awarded to the best scores 
overall in each age group for boys and 
girls.  Individually Ben Seago came 2nd 
and Adam Batts 3rd in their age 
group.  Corey Allen narrowly lost to his 
friend and great rival from Alderbrook 
whilst Jenson Williams scored a 
fantastic mark on floor to beat Matt 
Bambrook for the bronze medal.  Anna 
Bambrook was second in the U13 girls 
category, missing out on the medal by 
0.05. 

Well done to all of the competitors. 

Arden girls took part in a swimming gala at 

St Martin’s this month. 

It was a fantastic event with over 30 girls 

representing Arden.  

All of the girls gave their all and Miss 

Sheppard was delighted with the results.  

We had two teams over all and  came 2nd 

and 4th. 

Well done to everyone who took part.  

The Year 9 Girls team had a super 

result this month against St Martin’s 

where they came away 4-0 winners.  

Superb effort on behalf of all of the 

girls. 

The U16 Table Tennis finals took place 
recently at Lode Heath School.  We were 
runners up last year so the lads wanted to 
reclaim the trophy.  We had entered two 
teams and all eight players did extremely 
well. The Arden A team met the Lode 
Heath A team (who won last year) and 
beat them 3-1 in the key match.  Arden A 
(Rohan Jogi, Henry Belcher, Sam Hurley 
and Greg Gahan) went on to win the whole 
competition and as South Solihull 
champions will qualify for the school 
games in the new year.  

The B team (James Stanley, Josh 
Thompson, Ryan McCourt and Connor 
Leake) also did really well and finished 3rd 
overall. 

Well done to all of the players as they 
showed true skill and determination in 
their matches.  

Congratulations to the Year 9 team 

who have had a very successful 

month. 

In their first game they beat St 

Martin’s 4-0. 

After this success the Year 9 girls 

went on to play St Peter’s in their 

next match which we also won 12-4. 

The Year 7 girls also played St Peter’s 

but unfortunately lost 4-10.  

Well done to all of the girls who 

braved the freezing cold conditions 

to play their matches outside.  

The Year 9 team played Aylesford 
School this month in the National 
Cup.  They have done incredibly 
well to get the last 64 and now 
they have managed to make it to 
the last 32 (out of 626 schools). 

We came away 1-0 winners after a 
very hard fought game - Brandon 
Khela scoring an incredible goal to 
secure victory in the second half.  

Mr Anwar was delighted with the 
team performance; they really 
stuck together and played for 
each other which was great to 
see. 

The Year 10 team have also had 
cup success this month, beating 
Smith’s Wood 2-0 to progress to 
the quarter finals.  Mr Pillinger 
reported that the two goals both 
came from individual brilliance by 
Jake Collins but that all the team 
played fantastically well to secure 
the victory.  

Basketball 
There were some great matches this 

month.  Despite losing their first 

match against St Peter’s, the Year 8 

boys went on to beat Heart of 

England 16-12 in their second 

match. 

Year 9 beat Alderbrook 14-10 in 

their game and Year 10 came away 

36-16 winners against Heart of 

England.   

Well done to all the players for their 

efforts. 



Staff News 
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Important dates for January 
Monday 7

th
  January Inset Day 

Tuesday 8
th

 January Students return to school 

Wednesday 9
th

 January Year 12 Politics visit to Parliament/Supreme Court 

Thursday 10
th

 January Year 9 German Exchange Meeting (6:00pm, School Hall) 

w/c 14
th

 January Year 9 Examination week 

Monday 14
th

 Jan – Friday 25
th

 

January 
Year 11 Language Mock Oral Examinations 

Wednesday 16th January Year 11 Mock Examination results released 

Thursday 17
th

 January Year 8 Parent Consultations (2.45pm-6.30pm) 
* School closes to all students at 2.15pm No parking on school site 

Monday 21
st

 January Year 10 Numeracy Parents Information Evening (7.00pm) 

Wednesday 23
rd

 January Year 9/10 Debating competition 

Thursday 24
th

 January Year 11-13 Drama visit to Macbeth, Nottingham 

Thursday 24th – Sunday 27
th

 

January 
Year 12 Physics visit to CERN, Geneva 

Thursday 31
st

 January Year 11 Parent Consultations (2.45pm-6.30pm) 
* School closes to all students at 2.15pm No parking on school site 
  

Rugby 
It is with great sadness at the end of any term 

when we have to bid farewell to staff members 

who are leaving us for new and exciting journeys 

elsewhere.  This term we say a very fond goodbye 

to Mrs Robinson, Senior Vice-Principal, who is 

leaving Arden after twelve years.  Mrs Robinson 

has been an absolute stalwart of the Mathematics 

department as well as an integral part of the Senior 

Leadership Team.  Most recently Mrs Robinson has 

been responsible for leading the new and exciting 

adventure that is the Arden Teaching School.  We 

will miss Mrs Robinson very much and wish her 

well in her new life as she relocates to Derbyshire. 

In January we will be welcoming some new 

members of staff to the team.  Mr Ord, Teacher of 

English and Miss Ali, Teacher of Science, will be 

joining our teaching team.  We have also recently 

welcomed Mrs Webber to our team of Associate 

staff as an Administrative Assistant and in January 

we will also be joined by Miss Large, 

Administration Assistant & Clerk to Governors.  

Finally, Mrs Tanvir will be joining us as a  

Lunchtime Supervisor.  We look forward to seeing 

them all in the new year. 

Our Y10 Rugby team have progressed into the 5th round of the 
NatWest National Vase competition with a 46-0 win over Welland 
Park Academy.  

In what was anticipated to be a closely fought game, our boys’ 
superior technical ability and aggression at the breakdown, coupled 
with their slick ball handling from turnovers, allowed us to build a 
healthy 19-0 half time score (three tries and two conversions).  The 
first half ended with Welland Park in the ascendancy and only some 
well organised defensive play ensuring our line stayed uncrossed. 
An early score in the second half saw the Welland Park boys’ heads 
start to drop and through some ruthless attacking play we took full 
advantage  – adding 27 unanswered points through 5 tries and one 
conversion.  

The Y10 team is now one win away from a quarter final appearance 
and the opportunity of playing at Twickenham (in the final) is still a 
possibility! 

Alumni Receive DofE Award 
Former Arden students Ben Harley

-Mason, Fiona Foulkes and Becky 

Davies were awarded their Gold 

Duke of Edinburgh's Award by the 

Duke of Wessex at St James' 

Palace this month.  This is a 

fantastic achievement.  Well done! 


