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Last half term concluded with a terrific 
charity day that saw students raising funds 
for the Zuri project in Uganda, this year’s 
chosen international charity. Our 
commitment to charity work is a real 
strength of our school and our community 
and is something that I am very proud of. I 
am certain that the summer will bring news 
of the impact of our fundraising on this 
exciting and very worthwhile project. We 
also bid farewell to 87 Year 10 students and 
12 staff who spent their half term skiing and 
basking in the alpine sun in Sestriere, Italy. 
This is a wonderful trip and again I was 
delighted to hear from all staff involved 
what a credit our students were to 
themselves and the school.  

This term begins with a bang; our Year 13s 
are straight into their crucial Mock 
Examinations, our Year 11s are about to sit 

their second Mock Examinations in English 
and Maths – the summer examination 
season is increasingly drawing closer and it’s 
very encouraging to see that our students in 
both Year 11 and 13 are increasingly focused 
and determined to succeed. Our Year 9s are 
also at a vital juncture with them making 
their GCSE option choices this week.  This is a 
very important and significant time in their 
educational journeys and we wish them all 
well with this decision and encourage them 
to ask staff and older students questions to 
help them reach well informed decisions.  

Finally we wish our Year 10 rugby team all 
the very of luck as they take part in the 
England Rugby Schools Under 15 Vase Semi-
Final on Sunday and we wish our gymnastics 
teams all the best of luck as they take part 
the following weekend in the national finals.  

I am sure you will all have received the 

recent letter outlining our ambitious 

plans to build a new secondary school.  

This is a wonderful, once in a lifetime, 

opportunity to enhance our school and 

create new community facilities for 

everyone in the locality.  The following is 

clear: 

 Solihull Council has to build 8205 

new homes in the next ten years 

 Solihull’s draft plan allocates 1050 

new homes in Knowle across two 

sites 

So, if new homes are inevitable, 

how can we maximise the 

community benefits? 

 The ‘Arden Triangle’ development 

offers the opportunity for a new 

state of the art school and 

community facilities which would 

be built without disrupting the 

current school or pupils 

 Over the next ten years, Arden 

Academy would need to spend 

£18-£20 million to update the 

existing school.  The building 

work would need to happen 

around - and would impact - 

pupil’s learning.  Currently the 

school has no means of funding 

the investment. 

The Council is currently undertaking a 

consultation on its Draft Local Plan 

which provides a crucial opportunity to 

register your support for a new school. 

We need you to help us realise our 

dream by supporting Option 2, Site 9.  

Please visit the website for more 

information: http://

www.arden.solihull.sch.uk/arden-

2020/   
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Arden’s New House System 

Young Enterprise 
The Sixth Form Young Enterprise teams (Nebula and Spire) were in 

Touchwood last weekend taking part in a Trade Fair.  They were 

selling copies of their books “Food for Thought” (a recipe guide for 

University Students, complete with useful app) and  “Appetite for 

Adventure” (a recipe guide for primary school children with links to 

YouTube handy tips videos).  

Both teams did really well on the day, selling a good number of their 

books.  The Spire group were awarded a prize following the event in 

the Best Marketing and Online Presence category and won a £50 

Touchwood voucher. 

Well done to both teams.  We look forward to hearing how they 

progress in the competition. 

This year, I have been working on the 
House System at Arden to raise its 
profile and make it something that the 
students at Arden are proud to be 
belong to and which suits our growing 
and 21st Century community.   

As part of this, the students at Arden 
have voted to rename the houses in 
order to ensure that the Houses 
represent the Arden values and are 
named after people whom the children 
know, understand the influence of, and 
feel as though represent them and their 
lives. 

I am delighted to announce that the 
names of the new houses, and the 
forms and colours they are represented 
by, are as follows: 

 Red - Parks (E and H) led by Mrs 
Hammond (Science 

 Yellow - Curie (R and S) led by 

Mr Singh (Maths) 

 Green - Attenborough (O and 
L) led by Mr Anwar and Miss 
Atkins (RE and History) 

 Blue - Darwin (A and N) led by 
Mr Fletcher (Art) 

 Purple - Nightingale (C and D) 
led by Miss Cockerill (MFL) 

The House System has been launched 
with Years 7-10 to begin with as these 
are the year groups with 10 forms.  
There will, however, still be 
opportunities for Year 11 and Sixth 
Form students to get involved in 
house events in the coming weeks. 

Students have had assemblies on the 
new House System, explaining how 
they can earn points and the rewards 
that they will receive for collecting 
points.   

House points are different to 

achievement points; House points are 
there to celebrate pupils’ 
contributions to the Arden 
community, whether that be through 
attending co-curricular clubs or 
helping out at Parent Consultations or 
Open Evening, or just going the extra 
distance as an member of the Arden 
family.  Any member of staff can 
award House points. 

I hope that you will talk about the new 
names and the House System with 
your child and encourage them to get 
involved in any way that they can. 

Please look out for further 
announcements in future newsletters 
as the House System continues to 
develop.  There are a number of 
exciting ventures in the pipeline for 
the rest of this year and into next. 

Miss Matthews, Head of the Arden 
House System. 
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PTFA Updates 

EU Politics Workshops PTFA Thanks 

It has been a busy first half of the year for the PTFA with our 

two biggest events, the Fireworks Festival and the Christmas 

Ball, taking in place in November and December which raised 

a total of £11,800 for PTFA funds. We have put this money to 

good use and in the Autumn, we spent a total of almost 

£4,000 on a range of items including: 

 10 new study seating pods for the 6th form area; 

 Colour strips for the new ’Green’ (Attenborough) 

house; 

 New food processors for the D&T department; 

 Language enrichment resources for the Modern 

Foreign Language department; 

 Two new Globes and on-line study resources for the 

Geography department; 

 Additional learning resources for the Business Studies 

department; 

 Board games for lunch time clubs; and 

 Funding towards the cost of the Y8 “Big Ideas” STEM 

event for the Science department. 

Our biggest commitment was the annual lease payment for 

the school’s two mini buses which costs a whopping £5,500 

each every year, but this is a brilliant resource which is used 

extensively by groups from across the school for sports, 

school trips and extra curricular activities. 

We have already received some interesting bids in the 

Spring term and need to keep finding new ways to raise 

money, so we are looking the possibility of an exciting 

outdoor event for the summer term.  

It’s probably worth saying that although the PTFA has 

done a brilliant job of raising money over the last few 

years, it has been reliant on a very small number of 

Committee members and a crew of committed helpers 

who support individual events. To keep it going we need 

as many people as possible to help us out and there are 

lots of ways to do this. Joining the monthly Committee is 

just one option, but if that’s not for you we are also 

looking for people who would just like to help with the 

organisation / running of single events like the 

Fireworks, the Christmas Ball or other smaller events, or 

who can help set up for these events on the day or clear 

up the day after. Even signing up for the Big Cash Draw 

on ParentPay is a big help. It’s not always glamorous but 

we do have a good laugh and when the bids come in it’s 

a huge pleasure being able to say yes to supporting all 

the children at Arden. So if you are interested please get 

in touch with our Chair, Daisy Timms on 

dtimms@arden.solihull.sch.uk  

The Design Technology department 
welcomed the arrival of its brand new laser 
cutter this week.   

We would like to express a huge thank you 
to all the Arden PTFA members for their 
hard work and their generous contribution 
towards its purchase, we could not have 
done it without you.  

The department is looking forward to 
putting it to work on the current GCSE 
coursework and future student projects.  

Mr Eades, Head of Design Technology  

With all the uncertainty surrounding 

Britain’s exit from the EU, we were 

delighted to welcome a representative 

from Europe House to Arden this month.  

Year 12 Politics students took part in an 

interactive, impartial workshop about 

the workings of the EU and all of the 

most current and up-to-date issues.  It 

was a hugely informative and worthwhile process for the students. 

Mrs Ellender’s debate team also took part in a lively EU debate on the day 

which enabled them to further develop their debating skills whilst being 

able to ask probing questions to an EU expert. 

Many thanks to Europe House for 

facilitating the day. 

mailto:dtimms@arden.solihull.sch.uk
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Careers Event 

Library Updates 
In October, using funds kindly 
donated by Arden PTFA, the 
Year 9 and 10 Library 
Ambassadors visited Peters 
Bookshop in Birmingham to 
purchase books for Arden 
Library.  Whilst visiting, they 
all entered a ‘Guess the amount of sweets in the jar’ 
competition, competing against all other schools who visited 
the bookshop that term.  I am pleased to say that Ellen 
Roberts from Arden won!  Ellen won the sweets and some 
Wizard of Oz teddies for herself and for the school, as well as 
a donation of lovely new release book titles. Thank you, 
Ellen! 
 
Congratulations to the winners of this term’s Accelerated 

Reader prizes, which were a bookmark and an early lunch 

pass for the overall winners, and a reading goody-bag for the 

prize draw which included a copy of The House with Chicken 

Legs by Sophie Anderson for Year 7 winner Daisy Burrows, 

and a copy of Sheena Wilkinson’s Star by Star for Y8 student 

Violet Lethbridge.  Both students also received book posters, 

stickers, bookmarks, badges and more! 

The winners are:  

Year 7 

Most Books Read: Violet Lyons-Dolman 

(12 Books), Bethan Sibbing (7 Books) 

Most Points: Lily Luckett (182 Points), Elsa Guy (103.4 

Points) 

Most Effort: Matthew Fan 

Year 8 

Most Books Read: Nikita Bhat (6 Books), Olivia Sheard (6 

Books) 

Most Points: Rachel Steele (59.9 Points), Typhanie 

Jardine (119.4 Points) 

Most Effort: Dexter Goodyear 

Well done on an excellent half term of library lessons - 

Keep reading! 

On Tuesday 5 February, all Year 9 students 

were invited to attend the Careers Fair, at 

which over 20 employers and representatives 

of Further Education providers were able to 

provide information, advice and guidance to 

our students about a variety of different 

pathways for their future.   

The exhibitors included all of the Armed 

Forces, the Police, many local businesses, 

Solihull College and Solihull Sixth Form 

College.  Students were able to circulate 

freely around the stands, listen to 

information given and have the opportunity 

to ask questions.  The Careers Fair was 

accompanied by an assembly for the whole 

year group at which Mrs Fallis and Mr Brady, 

our Careers Adviser, outlined all of the 

support that is available for students in 

thinking about their next steps after Arden.  

The timing of these events is designed to 

coincide with the Options process, to ensure 

that students are as well informed as 

possible for the decisions that they are 

currently having to make.  The atmosphere in 

the room during the Careers Fair was really 

positive and many of the 

exhibitors commented 

on the high standards of 

the students’ conduct 

and the quality of their 

relevant and thoughtful 

questions. 

Ski Trip to Sestriere, Italy 
87 Year 10 students and 12 staff embarked upon 

the Annual Ski Trip during Half Term, this year to 

Sestriere, Italy.  It was a fantastically successful 

trip; the students were an absolute credit to the 

school and the sun shone down to provide 

perfect conditions all week.  It was a long and 

tiring experience but one that will provide 

lasting memories for all involved. 
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One of the strands of ArdenAIM is ‘Excellence Students’.  Tying in with the Arden Values, this aims to highlight 

and celebrate some of the astounding achievements made by Arden students, in a range of different activities, 

outside of school.   

We are very proud that a number of our students have received recognition for their outstanding talents in the 

arts and in sport at local, national and international levels.  They are truly inspirational role models.   

Every month, we shall be shining the spotlight on one of our Excellence 

Students to find out exactly just what it takes to excel in their field and to 

achieve such success.   

Ellie Davies (Year 7) 
 

Ellie is a hugely talented practitioner of Equestrian Vaulting.  

She competes nationally and internationally in the Novice 

(One Star) category and, in September 2018, became the 

British Champion in her class. 

Equestrian Vaulting is a very unusual sport.  What does it 
involve? 
It is basically a cross between horse riding and gymnastics.  
You have to jump onto a moving horse and carry out a 
number of gymnastic moves on the horse, such as 
handstands, cartwheels, forward rolls and balances, before 
jumping off.  In competition, there are different requirements, 
including some compulsory elements, which focus on 
technique and some more freestyle elements, where you can 
be more artistic. 
 
How did you first get into Equestrian Vaulting? 
My Mum used to have a horse and is still really interested in 
them.  She saw a demonstration of Equestrian vaulting at the 
Horse of the Year show one year and suggested that I might 
like to give it a go.  I used to do both horse riding and 
gymnastics, so it seemed like a really good way to bring the 
two things together.  We did a bit of research and found that 
there was a centre for Equestrian Vaulting not too far away, in 
Bishop’s Itchington (Blue Barn Stables).  We made some 
enquiries and I was able to go along for a taster day.  I really 
liked it and it has really just gone on from there. 
 
How often do you have to train? 
I have training every Saturday for seven hours at Blue Barn 
Stables and then again for two hours on a Thursday after 
school.  The training is a combination of learning moves and 
techniques both on and off the horse.  We have a piece of 
training equipment there, called a ‘movie’, which is like a 
pretend horse, so that the real horses don’t get too tired.  As 
well as practising the gymnastics, we also help to look after 
the horses; mucking out, feeding and tacking up. 
 
Is there anything else to have to do to be good at the sport? 
     As well as training at Blue Barn, I also have to do strength   
           and conditioning exercises at home, based on a 

programme 
devised by my 
coach.  This helps 
to improve and 
maintain my 
strength and 
flexibility.  
Although there 
are no other 
specific 
requirements, I 
also try make 
sure that I stay as 
fit and healthy as 
possible, so that I 
can always perform at my best level. 
 
What is your greatest achievement? 
It has to be winning the British Championship in 
September.  I am going to be competing at a European 
Championship in France at Easter and, if I get enough 
qualifying points there, am hoping to move into the next 
category of competition, which is known as ‘Two Star’. 
 
Who is your inspiration? 
Joanne Eccles; she won the World Championship at the 
last World Equestrian Games.  She is so passionate about 
the sport and never gives up in her determination to be 
the best.  I am trying to copy some of her moves and 
include them in my routines. 
 
What is your ambition? 
I would love to compete at the World Equestrian Games 
as part of the British Team.  Beyond that, it is not 
possible to progress at the moment, as Equestrian 
Vaulting is not a professional sport, nor is it in the 
Olympic Games. 
 
What is your motto? 
If you believe, you will.  If you don’t, you won’t. 



For all the latest news about all 

things sports related don’t forget 

to follow the Arden PE 

Department on Twitter  

 

@ArdenPE 
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Sports News 

Basketball 

Gymnastics 

Football  

Badminton 

Indoor Rowing 

Elise Glynn - Boxing 

Year 7 

Congratulations to the Year 7 
team who have reached the 
Solihull cup final after beating 
Alderbrook 1-0 in a very close and 
competitive game.  The goal was 
scored by James Campbell in the 
second half but man of the match 
was Dan Scott who played 
sweeper in defence. 

Well done to all members of the 
squad who train on a Tuesday 
after school.  

The final will take place in April 
and will be against either Tudor 
Grange or Park Hall. 

Year 9 

The Year 9 team saw the end to 
their season this month as they 
were defeated by Tudor Grange in 
their semi-final match.  The boys 
were really disappointed after the 
match but Mr Anwar is incredibly 
proud of them.  He had this to 
say: ‘Overall, the boys have had 
an incredible season, including 
reaching round 6 of the National 
Cup which is a great 
achievement.’ 

Congratulations to Year 12 student Elise 

Glynn who took part in the inaugural 

England Boxing Winter Box Cup in 

Manchester back in December. 

It was another successful event for Elise 

when, in the Class A 57kg final, she 

defeated a fellow England international 5-

0.  Elise is training hard and we look 

forward to hearing about her next bout. 

Arden teams recently competed in the 

West Midlands Floor & Vault Gymnastics 

Competition in Stoke.  It was a successful 

day; Mrs Heard and Mrs Bennett are very 

proud of all of the teams who gave 100% 

in their performances. 

Both of the boys teams took home gold 

medals with the junior girls coming third 

in their competition.  Our mixed team 

came second after what Mrs Heard 

describes as ‘some very strange’ judging 

decisions which unfortunately is the 

nature of gymnastics! 

Individual mentions go to Ben Seago and 

Corey Allen who both picked up 

individual silver and Christian Mobsby 

who achieved an individual bronze.  

A number of our teams have qualified 

for the national competition which will 

take place in May. 

The next step for our gymnastics teams  

is the Milano finals in March. 

We would also like to take this 

opportunity to wish good luck to 

Christian Mobsby and Anna Bambrook 

who have both qualified to take part in 

GB camps which is an incredibly 

achievement for them.  

Both the Year 8 and Year 9 teams 

had success this month as they 

defeated Alderbrook in a double 

header.  Both games were tight 

contests with a 3 point win for the 

Year 8s and an overtime win for the 

Year 9s.  The two teams went on to 

take home Silver medals after two 

great fixtures at the Solihull 

Basketball finals night.  Well done to 

all of the boys who played a part in 

the matches. 

The Year 10 girls also had a fantastic 

month winning their Solihull 

tournament.  

Well done girls: some great 

performances!    

Our boys indoor rowing squads put in 

big performances in their recent com-

petition.  The Year 8 team came first 

and the Year 10 team came third.  Top 

effort all round. 

The girls competition takes place soon. 

Our Key Stage Four Badminton team 

took first pace at the regional 

competition recently.  There were  

some amazing performances from the 

girls who didn't drop a game during 

the whole game! 

A short while after, the boys matched 

the girls by winning their competition.  

Well done to both teams! 

Indoor Athletics 
The end of February saw an absolutely 

superb performance from our indoor 

athletes. 

Four teams from Years 7 and 8 competed 

in a range of events across the 

competition.  There were two gold 

medals for our Year 7 teams and two 

silver medals for our Year 8 teams (who 

both missed out on gold by very small 

margins). 

The PE team are very proud of how the 

young athletes competed but are even 

more proud of the how each and every 

student conducted themselves during the 

competition.  True sports and Arden 

Values on display throughout. 
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Important dates for March 

Alumni News: Kirsty Smitten 
We were delighted to be informed about the success of one of our 

former students this month.  Kirsty Smitten left Arden in 2012 to 

study Chemistry at University.  She is now doing a Phd in Chemistry 

and, as part of this, has made significant strides in developing new 

compounds to address the problem of antibiotic resistant 

infections.  She has made a new antimicrobial compound which 

has shown higher activity than clinically available antibiotics and 

has cured a bacteria infection in an animal model. 

Following her research findings, Kirsty applied to take part in the 

STEM for Britain competition which is judged by leading 

academics.  As part of this Kirsty will present her findings to a 

range of politicians and a panel of expert judges in parliament.  

Stephen Metcalfe MP, chairman of the Parliamentary and scientific 

committee, said: ’This annual competition is an important date in 

the parliamentary calendar because it gives MPs an opportunity to 

speak to a wide range of the country’s best young researchers… 

the architects of our generation’.   

Kirsty says: ‘We may be approaching a post-antibiotic era and the 

need for new drugs to treat bacterial infections is at an all-time 

high, I wanted to relay my findings and research to an audience 

that can help make a difference.’ 

We are really proud of Kirsty’s achievements and look forward to 

hearing how she gets on in the competition. 

Congratulations to Mr Weaver, Teacher of PE and 

his partner Amie who welcomed beautiful baby 

Leia into their family this month. 

Since half term we have also welcomed back Mrs 

Anton, Head of Business and Economics from 

maternity leave.   

Community Clothes Swap 
Inspired by Stacey Dooley's documentary Fast 

Fashion's Impact on the Environment, members of our 

local community have organised a clothes swap event.   

Focused on reducing waste, the idea of the event is 

that you bring along unwanted clothes (adults and 

children’s) and swap these for other donated items; 

no money changes hands.  There will also be an 

upcycling demonstration at the event with ideas on 

how to revamp old clothes.   

The event will take place on 12th March 2019, 
10.00am- 4.00pm at The Guildhouse, Knowle Parish 
Church. 

For further information please contact Rachel 
Heselden - heselden_1@hotmail.com or see 
Stephanie at Rainbow Tots. 

Monday 25
th

 February to 
Friday 8

th
  March 

Year 13 Examination Weeks 

Monday 4
th

 March Year 9 Parents Options Information Evening (6:30pm) 

Wednesday 6
th

 March Year 12 Geography Field Studies visit to London 

Thursday 7
th

 March Year 9 Parent Consultations (2.45pm-6.30pm) 
* School closes to all students at 2.15pm No parking on school site 

Friday 9
th

 March New School Community Consultation (9am-6pm), Conference 

room 

Tuesday 12
th

 March Teaching School Alliance Coffee Morning (9am-10:30am) (for 

those interested in training to teach) 

Tuesday 19
th

 March Year 12 Oxbridge Conference 

Thursday 21
st 

March Year 13 Parent Consultations (2.45pm-6.30pm) 
* School closes to all students at 2.15pm No parking on school site 

Tuesday 26
th

 March Year 12/13 Drama Visit to Belgrade Theatre 

Thursday 28
th

 March Year 7 (Forms ARDEN) visit to Black Country Museum 

Friday 29
th

 March Year 7 (Forms SCHOL) visit to Black Country Museum 

mailto:heselden_1@hotmail.com

