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W elcome to Arden Sixth Form. Whether you have
spent your secondary school years at Arden or
you are considering joining the Academy from

another school, we are sure you’ll find this prospectus
interesting and useful. Arden’s Sixth Form is a key academic
pathway towards future success. When a student moves
into elective education at Key Stage Five, they are doing
much more than simply ‘moving up a year’; our Sixth
Formers are becoming young adults.

Arden is justifiably proud of its impressive reputation for being
one of the best performing comprehensive schools in the
country. The Sixth Form provides tremendous opportunities
for students who recognise the value of learning and who
have the drive and ambition to reach their full personal and
professional potential. Those who choose to study at Arden
are assured of tuition from inspiring, highly dedicated
specialist tutors, many of whom are actually examiners for
the major awarding bodies themselves. 

It is an exciting time in many ways, but you are also assured
that a fully structured pastoral support network is in place to
guide your decision-making and ensure success. 

There are also excellent opportunities to develop personal
interests and skills and, as a respected senior member of
the student body, you will have a chance to help mould the
policies and decisions that affect your school career.

The choices you make at this stage can have a profound
effect on your future; you have already made the right
move in choosing to take your education to a higher 
level, now it is time to make some careful decisions. A key
step is choosing where to study. The superb academic
performance of our Sixth Form students, with an A Level
pass rate of 100% last year, attests to the positive choice
that Arden would be for you.Arden welcomes students
who are diligent, hard working, ambitious and
independently minded - young adults who deserve the
finest education we can deliver. 

If you work with us we believe
Arden Sixth Form will provide you
with the academic success and
personal development you are
searching for. We will work
tirelessly to help you develop into
a happy, successful adult with a
bright future laid out before you.

The Governors and senior leadership team are committed to providing the best possible
education for all students at Arden. We strive to achieve this by creating and

maintaining an environment in which all students can thrive, both by providing excellent
teaching and through character developing opportunities.

Geoff Harley-Mason, Chair of Arden Governors
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As a Sixth Form, we are very proud to still be offering
students the opportunity to sit external examinations at the
end of Year 12. We have carefully considered all the different
options that the recent changes to the A Level system
affords us as a Sixth Form and we have decided to offer four
subjects in Year 12 because we believe that will give you
the most options going forward. 

Many universities wish to see a breadth of subjects studied
during Year 12 and we know that the most able students
are suited to studying four subjects. However, we also
believe in creating the right curriculum for all of our learners,
so there is a space on the application form to indicate if you
feel you would rather study three subjects and to give us
your reasons why. There will also be the opportunity to take
an A Level in General Studies or complete the Extended
Project Qualification (EPQ) in addition to your A Levels. 

It is currently our plan for you to take AS qualifications in all
of your subjects in Year 12. Your AS results will help inform
your decision as to which three subjects to pursue at A
Level. The fourth subject that you do not take forward into
Year 13 would remain as an externally recognised AS grade,
potentially contributing points towards a UCAS application.

We hope you find the information provided helpful. Please
do get in touch if you require any additional details.

Mr P Simpson, Head of Sixth Form

Introduction

Thank you for considering Arden as your Sixth Form. 

This prospectus provides a detailed overview of the courses
we are offering in September 2016 and will help you make
a fully informed choice about the subjects you would like
to study.

You may have already made up your mind, or you may
have not even begun to think about your subject choices,
either way, please read this booklet thoroughly. The
combination of subjects that you choose for Year 12 will
influence your future pathways, so carefully consider both
your subject choices and possible career plans. On your
application form, it will ask for your choices in order of
preference: we will do our best to make your top four
available in separate option blocks. However, as with any
option process, flexibility is required; hence we are also
asking you to specify a fifth subject.

The whole A Level system is undergoing a period of reform
and you are entering the system at a transient time. Many
of the subjects on offer will now be assessed in a ‘linear’
method. What this means is that whilst you will be assessed
regularly throughout the course, the overall grade you will
receive will come largely from the examinations at the end
of Year 13. There are a few subjects that are assessed in
modular form and it is highly likely that you will be taking a
combination of subjects that have both forms of assessment.
There are also a few subjects where a proportion of the
grade comes from coursework, so please read the
individual subject information carefully.
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Beyond the classroom

The relationships you will build with your teachers will also be
different; you will be treated as an adult and be expected to work
together with your tutor to meet and exceed challenging goals.

Arden envelopes you in a culture of success, providing numerous
opportunities to build the extra qualities Universities and employers
want. There are many positions of responsibility within the Sixth Form
at Arden. Our Sixth Form Council helps lead and develop the Sixth
Form and the wider Academy, enabling you to develop valuable
leadership and management skills. There is also the chance to add
to your qualification portfolio by studying for the EPQ or an A Level
in General Studies.

Arden’s reputation for Music and Drama is well deserved; both areas
provide the chance to perform to a high standard or build
experience behind the scenes in production, set design and lighting.

Real life work experience is becoming a vital part of a student’s
development. Some careers demand it, all recommend it. Every year
we have a work experience week, where students are encouraged to
find a suitable placement, which will help them develop skills beyond
the classroom.

If you enjoy an active lifestyle then we can help to develop your
skills in a chosen sport or activity. Over the years Arden students
have competed at the very highest levels in activities ranging from
gymnastics to ballroom dancing. But we also cater for those who
pursue activities simply for pleasure, so don’t be afraid to suggest a
pastime that you would like us to incorporate into our programme.

Why join the Arden family?

� A superb reputation for outstanding teaching, exceptional
exam pass rates and a unique culture of success.

� A choice of twenty eight subjects being offered.

� Excellent pastoral support and great facilities with a modern
dedicated Sixth Form block and expanding study facilities.

� Arden’s Sixth Form offers a wide range of enrichment and
development opportunities. 

Arden provides a range of courses that make a great foundation 
for a successful future, with twenty eight A Level subjects currently on
offer. The assistance you will be given in terms of careers advice and
applying to University is also of the highest order. Our Sixth Formers
have a well-deserved reputation for securing places at the very best
Universities, with 43% of last year’s applicants gaining a place at a
Russel Group University; a major factor for students joining Arden. 

Arden prides itself on a pastoral support system where everyone is
valued and cared for. A personal tutor is assigned to you on joining
the Sixth Form who will guide you through the complexities of A
Level. These two years can often be a time of high pressure, we are
here to support, as required.
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Life for the members of Arden’s highly respected Sixth Form is 
one of exciting challenges, personal growth, inspirational learning,

sparkling achievement and hard work.



The facts speak for themselves...

Arden’s A Level results are consistently exceptional. 
Last year 100% of our students passed every single
A Level subject, with an impressive 62% of those
grades being A*-B. Our APS (Average Point Score)
per student was 788 and our APS per entry was
224 - both being above the national average.

Arden students are also extremely successful in gaining
places at the leading UK Universities, with 43% of

applicants gaining a place at Oxford, Cambridge 
or one of the Russell Group Universities. 

Students who are considering other paths after 
Arden also receive excellent guidance on the 
numerous opportunities open to them...

Ensuring every Arden Sixth Former has the
guidance they need to make a successful 

next step in their career. 
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The learning environment

Arden’s Sixth Form is housed in its own modern, purpose-built block.
The attractive modern building comprises classrooms, study rooms,
computing suites and large, comfortable social areas. 

The Sixth Form study facilities are constantly being expanded to
ensure there is ample space for those vital private study periods.
There are areas of school that are reserved for ‘silent study’ to help
you make best use of this time

The Common Room provides a friendly social space that helps
reinforce the warm camaraderie and academic buzz of Arden’s Sixth
Form. Whilst there are always people studying here, the space also
boasts its own bistro café with a branded Costa machine!

Financial support

Some of Arden’s A Level courses require students to attend courses
or undertake research in the field. This outside study is an essential
feature of subjects, such as Geography and Biology. The opportunity
to travel and study enriches these subjects and is great fun!

Needless to say there is a cost consideration. However, whilst
parents are asked to make a contribution towards the heavily
subsidised costs, no student is ever excluded through an inability
to pay.

Though the current financial climate has impacted on student
funding, some monies remain available for students in need of
financial support in order to attend, or continue attending, Arden
Sixth Form. The monies are drawn from a bursary and distributed at
the school’s discretion (details available upon request).

Arden Values: Aiming Higher

Equality:
n Ensure that a positive attitude is

maintained at all times that supports
the learning in the classroom and
inspires and encourages others to
maintain focus.

n Recognise that everybody is different
and empathise with how others
might feel in whole class or group
situations.

n Recognise when others are
succeeding and try to emulate some
of the things that they do to make
increased progress.

Courage:
n Ask and answer challenging

questions to consolidate
understanding and progress learning.

n Try something new, take risks
n Find motivation in being challenged;

do not be put off if something seems
difficult.

Inspiration:
n Transfer skills and knowledge from

other subjects and prior learning to
current topics being studied.

n Work with others, take ideas from
your peers and learn from them.
Compare and contrast different
points of view to assess similarities
with and differences from own
opinion.

n Use a range of approaches to tackle
problems and be ready to justify why
you have selected a particular strategy.

Friendship:
n Be supportive of others and

encourage positive behaviours and
successful learning outcomes.

n Celebrate diversity and always act in
an encouraging way.

n Help others, use your skills to bring
other people through the challenges
they face

Determination:
n Find motivation in being challenged; do not be put

off if something seems difficult. 
n Ensure that concentration and focus are

maintained throughout the lessons. Ignore
distractions in the classroom.

n Carry out independent research and activities that
support in-class learning and deepen
understanding of subjects being studied.

n Be proactive in responding to targets set by
teachers. Remember and apply these targets when
starting new pieces of work.

Excellence:
n Take time to plan an approach to new learning or

revision. Use small, achievable targets to measure
progress.

n Link personal and every day experiences to what is
being learned in lessons. Try to apply learning to a
range of different contexts.

n Listen to or read carefully advice given and be
proactive in acting upon it.

n Evaluate what has been produced to identify
strengths and areas for improvement. Use this
evaluation as an opportunity to ‘take it further’.

n Try not to rush activities; take the time to think
through a plan and process to ensure that work
produced is of the highest quality.

Respect:
n Think carefully about behaviour in lessons. Ensure

that the right decisions are made to maintain
concentration and focus throughout. 

n Take part in class discussions to and be an active
member of the class or group.

n Be punctual, prepared and well presented on
arrival and throughout lessons.

n Try hard always to work to the highest level and
encourage others to do the same.

n Consider the consequences of actions and work
hard to overcome instinct, if this could lead to
disruption to learning.

n Recognise that there is a certain set of expectations
for behaviour, which must be met in order to be a
successful learner.

.

A bright future

The large majority of Arden Sixth Form students elect to take their
studies on to Higher Education. Preparation for the University and
College Application Service or ‘UCAS’ begins in earnest as early as
the Spring Term of Year 12. The Sixth Form maintains strong links
with a number of leading Universities. Visits can be arranged during
the Summer Term, whilst the Sixth Form also welcomes eminent
guests who present on behalf of their institution.

Personal tutors provide advice and are an invaluable sounding board
as students move forward to start applying to their preferred
universities. Special support is also on hand for those who wish to
apply to Oxford or Cambridge or who are considering lengthy,
demanding degrees like Medicine, Veterinary Surgery or Dentistry.

Arden is extremely proud of the quality of careers advice on offer to
students, both for those going directly from the Sixth Form into a
career, and for those exploring the career paths they are aiming for
after Higher Education, including Apprenticeships.

The school provides maximum opportunity to plan and develop
career choices with Personal Tutors and dedicated careers specialists.
Solid advice on gap years, deferred University places, and studying
and working abroad is also available: whatever your future plans, the
Arden team will work with you to help you map out a future that is
bright, successful and happy.

Supporting success

At Arden we care for the WHOLE person. At the core of Arden’s
friendly, welcoming community is a culture of mutual respect, rights
and responsibilities. These key school values inform behavioural
expectations and foster enriching relationships in a vibrant academic
atmosphere where emotional intelligence, as well as intellectual
success, is of great importance.

Because our Sixth Form numbers are over 350, Arden’s pastoral care
is both detailed and personal. This closely focused support structure
is built around personal tutors, with whom every student meets daily
at registration, as well as opportunities for private progress meetings.
An extended pastoral team provides more specialised emotional and
personal assistance where required.

It is of course also extremely important to engage parents in students’
academic success. The two Year 12 Parents’ Consultations each year
are augmented by regular progress reports. These important profiling
stages record personal development towards established targets,
helping both the student and their parents/guardian gauge progress
and help iron out any personal or academic issues in good time.
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Enrichment at Arden

Students are encouraged to take part in enrichment activities outside of the curriculum.
Wednesday afternoons are pust aside for a wide variety of options. These range from
volunteering in the local community to supporting lessons across the Academy. Essentially,
whatever a student’s interests, Arden is there to support and encourage participation. This
broad spectrum of activities plays an invaluable role in enhancing and enriching the learning
experience for a Sixth Former at Arden.

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is offered through our enrichment programme. This is
a fantastic opportunity to develop interests and knowledge beyond the classroom. It is
becoming increasingly valued by Universities as part of an application.

We would encourage every Sixth Former to arrange a relevant work experience placement
during their A Level studies. Academic excellence is great, but there’s no substitute for getting
to know the ropes in a real working environment. In addition, for some University courses, such
as Veterinary Science and Medicine, work experience is obligatory. 

The time spent on work experience can prove invaluable, often serving to reinforce a possible
career path, or to provide you with the knowledge to enable you to decide it’s not for you.
The opportunity to experience the ‘real world’ is an important element of many of Arden’s
courses. Over the year there are numerous visits to Galleries and Drama productions. Needless
to say, the Arts aren’t the only subjects where visits play a valuable role; students also attend
Scientific lectures and Business Studies and Economics students visit financial institutions.

These opportunities are very enjoyable for Arden students and put their Sixth Form learning in a
wider ‘professional’ context. It is also well known that both employers and higher education
institutions value the depth of experience that is gained from learning outside the school
environment.
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Giving something back...
Positions of responsibility
within the Student body

Arden has a very powerful student voice. Students’ perspective, ideas and
concerns are sought out at every level from the form room to the
classroom and beyond. Students working together with Teachers, the
Senior Management Team and Governors have ensured that every
student’s voice is heard and respected. Their contribution has led to a real
improvement in the daily life of students at Arden. It has also helped them
to develop into caring, responsible and confident young people.

Our Sixth Form Council has a different focus each year. Some will look at
Sixth Form development, others at how to give back to the wider school
and local community. Other roles include helping Heads of Year and
being part of the Equality Committee.

Prefects

Attaining ‘Prefect’ status is an achievement and a privilege. Those selected
for the role have to bring ideas to the table and be willing to work hard.
As the most senior students in the school, Arden Prefects act as role
models for the entire academy. 

Whilst most will have spent their entire secondary school career at Arden,
ensuring they are deeply immersed in Arden’s special ethos, some have joined
at the Sixth Form stage. They bring with them fresh enthusiasm and ideas on
how the school could further improve and develop.

Though being a Prefect involves giving up free time it is extremely rewarding,
providing opportunities to talk to younger pupils in assemblies and assisting
in many different ways. Their visible presence plays a valuable role in
reinforcing the strong links between the main school and the Sixth Form.

Left: Arden’s 2015/2016 Sixth Form Prefects.
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Assistant Year Leaders

Each year, students are chosen to become Arden Assistant Year
Leaders. These carefully selected young people work closely
alongside their Head of Year, providing them with invaluable
support by helping them check homework, monitor homework
diaries and generally encouraging younger Arden pupils to do their
best. Assistant Year Leaders benefit greatly from their role; being
selected for the position allows students to build their own
interpersonal skills, leadership abilities and self-reliance through the
responsibility that comes with the position.

Learning Mentors

We believe strongly in our Sixth Formers giving back to the younger
years. Arden has set up a Learning Mentor programme where you
can choose a subject you excel in and support either a whole class
or an individual pupil in their learning of that subject.

“The outstanding ethos and
excellent relationships enable

pupils to develop a strong sense
of personal responsibility”

The latest Ofsted report
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The Sixth Form Application Process

If you wish to apply for a place at Arden Sixth Form you need to
complete and submit the online application form before:

3.30pm on Monday 22 February 2016. 
Any applications received after this time will be treated as ‘Late’
and are significantly less likely to be successful - further details
are available on the website www.arden.solihull.sch.uk

Applicants are advised whether or not they have been successful
in applying for a place at Arden Sixth Form in March/April. In
August, if you have achieved the necessary GCSE results, you will
need to enrol formally on Thursday 25 August at Arden Sixth Form
in readiness for the start of the new school year in September. 

Online Application

The online Arden Sixth Form application form is available by:

n Following the weblink from www.arden.solihull.sch.uk

n Scanning in the QR code on the right.

Arden Admission Criteria

The admission requirements are exactly the same for both Year 11
students from Arden and external students. 

To be accepted into Arden Sixth Form you must have achieved a
MINIMUM of five GCSE subjects at Grade A*-C, including Maths
and English. Students must also have gained a GCSE Grade B or
above in the subjects (or associated subjects) they have chosen to
study at A Level (with the exception of Further Maths, where a
Grade A* or A is required in GCSE Maths).

Applying for Arden Sixth Form
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Subject                                      Minimum Entry Requirements                                                                                                                  Page

Art & Design                             Art Grade B or Art and Design BTEC Distinction                                                                                                46
Biology                                      Grade B or BTEC Distinction in a related science and Mathematics Grade B                                                       26
Business                                    Business Grade B or Business BTEC Merit or English Grade B if not previously studied                                          31
Chemistry                                  Grade B or BTEC Distinction in a related science and Mathematics Grade B                                                       25
Computer Science                     Grade B in a Computing subject and Mathematics Grade B                                                                             33
Drama & Theatre Studies           Drama Grade B, Performing Arts BTEC Distinction or evidence of subject ability if not previously studied                49
Economics                                 English Grade B and Mathematics Grade B                                                                                                     30
English Language & Literature   English Grade B                                                                                                                                             19
English Literature                       English Literature Grade B                                                                                                                               21
French                                       French Grade B                                                                                                                                             35
Further Mathematics                  Mathematics Grade A                                                                                                                                    24
Geography                                Geography Grade B or English Grade B if not studied at GCSE                                                                          40
German                                    German Grade B                                                                                                                                           36
Government & Politics               English Grade B                                                                                                                                             28
History                                       History Grade B or English Grade B if not studied at GCSE                                                                                 39
Home Economics                      Food Grade B or English Grade B if not studied at GCSE                                                                                   41
Information Technology             ICT Grade B, ICT BTEC Distinction or Mathematics Grade B if not studied at GCSE                                                34
Italian                                        Italian Grade B                                                                                                                                               37
Law                                           English Grade B                                                                                                                                             29
Mathematics                             Mathematics Grade B                                                                                                                                    23
Music                                        Music Grade B                                                                                                                                               47
Photography                             Art Grade B, Art and Design BTEC Distinction, or a Grade B in a Design-related subject                                        46
Physical Education                     Grade B in a related Science or Science BTEC Distinction                                                                                   51
Physics                                      Grade B in a related Science or Science BTEC Distinction and Mathematics Grade B                                           26
Product Design                          Design Technology Grade B or Grade B in an Art-related subject                                                                       43
Psychology                                English Grade B                                                                                                                                             27
Religious Studies                       Religious Studies Grade B or English if not studied at GCSE                                                                               42
Spanish                                     Spanish Grade B                                                                                                                                            38

Please note: All A Level course options are subject to demand and teaching availability. 

Arden A Level Options
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Planning intelligent subject combinations is very important, 
Arden will work closely with you to establish a profile that meets
your future career and higher education plans. Please read all the

information carefully to ensure you make informed choices.
The following pages provide a detailed overview of the exciting range of A Level courses on offer in 2016 at Arden Sixth Form.



English Language & Literature
Arden Sixth Form will be following the Edexcel English Language and Literature Combined course, code
9EL0. This course provides progression from the GCSE English Language and Literature courses,
combining literary and linguistic approaches to the study and creation of written and spoken texts.

More details can be found at www.edexcel.com

Year 12 Course (AS)

Unit 1: Study of a variety of non-literary and
digital texts in Voices in Speech and Writing: An
Anthology.
Assessed by a 1 hour 30 minute examination
which includes one re-creative task and one
comparative-analytical essay.

Unit 2: Study of one compulsory prose fiction
‘anchor’ text from a choice of two and one
other literary text selected from a chosen theme,
for example ‘Society and the Individual’, or
‘Crossing Boundaries’.
Assessed by a 1 hour 30 minute open book
exam comprising one question on each of the
two texts.

Year 13 Course (A2)

Unit 3: Study of one modern drama text, such
as Equus by Peter Shaffer, and revision of ‘Voices’
anthology. Assessed by a 2 hour 30 minute
open book examination.

Unit 4: ‘Varieties in Language and Literature’,
this is a development of Year 12’s thematic
study, and includes a third text on the same
theme.
Assessed by a 2 hour 30 minute open book
exam; one section analysing an unseen prose
extract on the main theme; and a second essay
comparing the ‘anchor’ text with one of the
others studied.

Unit 5: This is a coursework unit on a free
choice of topic. It comprises three tasks; a piece
of creative fiction; one piece of non-fiction; and
an analytical commentary. Coursework is
internally assessed.

How will I be taught?
A variety of teaching methods will be employed
to develop your thinking, writing and analytical
skills, as well as your confidence in presenting
your opinions. 

You will be encouraged to ‘lead’ as well as
participate in seminar-style lessons, to undertake
individual projects and to work in small groups.
You will also develop your own independent
learning and research skills under staff guidance.

What can I do with this subject?

The knowledge you gain of a range of literary
and linguistic approaches and applications
during the English Language and Literature
combined course complement the study of
numerous other subjects at A Level, whilst also
preparing you for the rigours of English studies at
degree level.

The course is recognised as a demanding
academic subject both by universities and by
potential employers in areas such as Journalism,
Broadcasting, Law, Advertising, Teaching, Business
Communications and Public Relations, as well as
in Editing, Publishing and Research. The breadth
and variety of career options in the subject is
indicated by the names of such famous English
graduates as Renee Zellweger, Danny Boyle,
Stephen Fry, Ian Hislop, Emma Thompson and
Alistair McGowan. 
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English Literature
Arden Sixth Form students will be following the OCR English Literature course, code H072/H472.
More details can be found at www.ocr.org.uk

Year 12 Course (AS)

nOne Shakespeare play, likely to be either Hamlet or Richard III.
n Poetry pre-1900, likely to be Coleridge, Tennyson or Rossetti. 
Assessed in one 1 hour 30 minute closed book examination.

nDrama post-1900, likely to be Williams’ ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’
or Bennett’s ‘The History Boys’.

n Prose post-1900, likely to be either ‘The Great Gatsby’, ‘The Bloody
Chamber’ or ‘1984’.
Assessed in one 1 hour 45 minute closed book examination.

Year 13 Course (A2)

nOne pre-1900 drama text, to be chosen from Marlowe, Webster,
Ibsen or Wilde.

n Revision of the Shakespeare and pre-1900 poetry studied in Year 12.
n Study of two texts on a specific theme, likely to be chosen from
American Literature 1880-1940, the Gothic or Dystopia; the post-
1900 text studied in Year 12 will be used along with one other.
Focus is on comparative and contextual study.
Assessed in a 2 hour 30 minute closed book examination.

nA coursework unit comprising three texts of the student’s own
choice may be studied. Two tasks must be completed for the
folder: one close analytical reading response or a re-creative piece
with commentary, and one comparative essay on a shared theme.
Texts in translation are not permitted. The coursework unit is
internally assessed.

How will I be taught?

A variety of teaching methods will be employed to develop your
thinking, writing and analytical skills as will as your confidence in
presenting your opinions. 

You will be encouraged to lead as well as participate in seminar style
lessons, undertake individual projects and work in small groups.
Under staff guidance you will be encouraged to develop your own
independent learning and research skills.

What can I do with this subject?

English Literature is widely recognised as an academic subject that
complements numerous other areas of A Level study. The analytical
writing and research skills acquired through this course are
acknowledged and valued by employers, whilst continuation to A2
ensures that you are well prepared to study at degree level. 

English graduates enter a vast range of careers, such as Teaching,
Banking, Advertising, Publishing and Research. English graduates
include such famous luminaries as Steven Spielberg, Sting, Stephen
King, Colin Greenwood and Natasha Kaplinsky.
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Mathematics
The specification that will be followed is AQA 6360, which is the same examination board followed by Arden students at GCSE. 
In both Years 12 and 13 there are two core units to be studied in pure mathematics and one applied unit in statistics (Year 12) or mechanics (Year 13).
More details can be found at www.aqa.org.uk

Year 12 Course (AS)

Unit 1: Pure Mathematics.
nAlgebra: Surds, quadratic functions, remainder and
factor theorems, inequalities, graphs of functions,
effect of translations on graphs and their equations.

n Coordinate Geometry: Straight lines in the form 
y – y1 = m(x – x1) and ax + by + c = 0, parallel and
perpendicular lines, the circle, tangents and normals,
intersection of a line and a curve.

nDifferentiation: Gradient of the tangent at a point and
as a limit, interpretation as a rate of change,
differentiation of polynomials, application to tangents,
normals, maxima, minima, stationary points,
increasing and decreasing functions, second order
derivatives.

n Integration: As the reverse of differentiation,
integration of polynomials, definite integrals,
interpretation as area under a curve.

Unit 2: Pure Mathematics.
nAlgebra and Functions: Indices, effects of
transformations on graphs.

n Series and Sequences: Limits, arithmetic series,
geometric series, binomial expansion.

n Trigonometry: Sine and cosine rules and functions,
radians, arc length and area of a sector, trig identities,
solutions within a given interval.

n Exponentials and Logarithms.
nDifferentiation: Application to techniques from Unit 1,
negative indices.

n Integration: Application to techniques from Unit 1,
negative indices, trapezium rule.

Unit 3: Statistics.
nNumerical Measures: Standard deviation on grouped
or ungrouped data, linear scaling, measures of
central tendency and range.

n Probability: Addition laws, mutually exclusive events,
independent events, conditional probability,
application of probability laws.

n Binomial Distribution.
nNormal Distribution.
n Estimation: Population and sample, unbiased
estimates, central limit theorem.

n Correlation and regression: Product moment
correlation coefficient, response and explanatory
variables in regression, calculation and drawing of
least squares regression lines, calculation of residuals,
linear scaling.

Year 13 Course (A2)

Unit 4: Pure Mathematics.
nAlgebra and Functions: Domain and range of a
function, composite functions, inverse functions and
their graphs, the modulus function, combinations of
transformations.

n Trigonometry: Inverse functions, secant, cosecant,
cotangent, simple identities.

n Exponentials and Logarithms.
nDifferentiation: Of ex, ln x, sinx, cosx, tanx and
combinations of these; product, quotient, chain rules.

n Integration: Of ex, 1/x, sin x, cos x, by inspection, by
substitution, by parts, volumes of revolution.

nNumerical Methods: Location of roots, iterative
methods and Simpson’s Rule.

Unit 5: Pure Mathematics.
nAlgebra and Functions: Algebraic division, partial
fractions, simplification of rational expression.

n Coordinate Geometry in the (x,y) plane: Cartesian and
parametric equations of curves.

n Sequences and Series: Binomial series, series
expansion using partial fractions.

n Trigonometry: Use of identities, double angle formula.
n Exponentials and Logarithms: Exponential growth
and decay.

nDifferentiation and Integration: Formulation of
differential equations, parametric functions,
integration using partial fractions.

n Vectors.

Unit 6: Mechanics.
nMathematical Modelling: Using assumptions in
simplifying reality mathematical analysis of models,
friction law, laws of gravity.

n Kinematics in One or Two Dimensions: Displacement,
speed, velocity, acceleration, sketching and
interpreting kinematics graphs, application of vectors
in two dimensions.

n Statics and Forces: Force diagrams, forces of gravity,
coefficient of friction, tensions in strings and rods,
resultant forces.

nMomentum.
nNewton’s Laws of Motion.
n Connected Particles.
n Projectiles: Motion under gravity in two dimensions,
calculation of range, flight time and maximum height.

How will I be taught?
The approach in lessons will be carried with students
being encouraged to develop their skills and strengths
through continuous staff guidance and motivation. A
variety of teaching and learning styles will be adopted
including the use of practical activities, problem solving,
presentations and self supported study.

How will I be assessed?
All units are assessed through written examinations,
each lasting 90 minutes and carrying 75 marks. All
questions are compulsory, on each paper, and the use
of graphical calculators is recommended (Unit 1 is a
non-calculator paper).

What can I do with this subject?
Wider opportunities:

nMathematics is of central importance to modern
society. It provides the language and analytical tools
underpinning scientific and industrial research and
development. Mathematical concepts, models and
techniques are also key to many vital areas of
employment such as business, finance, economics
and ICT.

nA Level Mathematics is highly regarded by universities
and employers. It supports and complements other A
Level subjects such as: Biology, Physics, Chemistry,
Psychology. Business Studies, Geography, Economics,
ICT, Design.

Higher Education/Career Implications:

Mathematicians can use their skills and knowledge in
any career but in particular in:
nMedicine n Actuary nMeteorology
n Science n Computing n Engineering
n Architecture n Teaching n Research
n Statistics n Business.
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Further Mathematics
Arden’s A Level Mathematics course follows the AQA 6360 specification, the same examination board followed by Arden students at GCSE. Any student
considering Further Mathematics must also be taking A Level Mathematics.
More details can be found at www.aqa.org.uk

Year 12 Course (AS)

Unit 1: Pure Mathematics.
nAlgebra and Graphs (sketching graphs of rational
functions, finding the equations of asymptotes, using
quadratic theory to find points of inflection , graphs of
parabolas, ellipses and hyperbolas).

n Complex Numbers.
n Roots and Coefficients of a Quadratic Equation.
n Series.
n Calculus.
nNumerical Methods (interval bisection, linear
interpolation, Newton-Raphson, solving differential
equations).

n Trigonometry ( general solutions).
nMatrices and Transformations.

Unit 2: Decision Mathematics.
nMinimum Connectors.
n Shortest Path problems.
n Chinese Postman Problems.
n Travelling Salesman Problems.
nGraph Theory.
nAlgorithms.
n Linear Programming.

Unit 3: Statistics.
nDiscrete Random Variables.
n Poisson Distribution.
n Continuous Random Variable.
n Estimation (confidence intervals for the normal
distribution using a t distribution).

nHypothesis Testing (one and two failed tests, Type I
and Type II errors, z-statistic, t-statistic, use of normal
approximation).

n Chi-Squared Contingency Table Tests.

Year 13 Course (A2)

Unit 4: Pure Mathematics.
n Series and Limits.
n Polar Coordinates.
nDifferential Equations 
(first order and second order).

Unit 5: Pure Mathematics.
n Vectors and three-dimensional co-ordinate geometry.
nMatrix algebra and determinants.
n Solution of linear equations and linear independence.

Unit 6: Mechanics.
nMoments and Centres of Mass.
n Kinematics.
nNewton’s Laws of Motion (application to situations
with variable acceleration).

nApplication of Differential Equations.
nUniform Circular Motion (constant speed in a circle,
angular speed, use of vectors, conical pendulum).

nWork and Energy (gravitational potential energy,
kinetic energy, Hooke’s Law, elastic potential energy
for strings and springs).

n Vertical Circular Motion.

How will I be taught?
The approach in lessons will be carried with students
being encouraged to develop their skills and strengths
through continuous staff guidance and motivation. A
variety of teaching and learning styles will be adopted
including the use of practical activities, problem solving,
presentations and self supported study.

How will I be assessed?
All units are assessed through written examinations,
each lasting 90 minutes and carrying 75 marks. All
questions are compulsory, on each paper, and the use
of graphical calculators is recommended.

What can I do with this subject?
Wider opportunities:
nMathematics is of central importance to modern
society. It provides the language and analytical tools
underpinning scientific and industrial research and
development. Mathematical concepts, models and
techniques are also key to many vital areas of
employment such as business, finance, economics
and ICT.

nA Level Mathematics is highly regarded by universities
and employers. It supports and complements other A
Level subjects such as: Biology, Physics, Chemistry,
Psychology. Business Studies, Geography, Economics,
ICT, Design.

Higher Education/Career Implications:
Further Mathematicians can use their skills and
knowledge in any career, but in particular an A Level in
Further Mathematics is useful in:
n Actuary nMeteorology
n Science n Engineering
n Computing n Research
n Statistics n Physics.
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Biology
The OCR Biology course is new for September 2016, and has been chosen as the ideal vehicle
for Arden pupils who have been successful at GCSE level in Science and Maths. The OCR course
involves studying many topics familiar from GCSE in much greater depth. There is a now greater
emphasis on numeracy through statistical analysis, as a results students will need to be confident
in mathematics. Further details may be found at www.ocr.org.uk

What will I be covering in the course?

During the two year course the following content
will be delivered.

Foundations in Biology:
� Including; Biomolecules (carbohydrates, protein,
lipids and DNA); and Cell Division.

Exchange and Transport: 
� Including; Exchange Surfaces (lungs, gills and
leaves); Animal Transport (the heart, blood vessels
and the Bohr Effect); and Plant Transport (xylem,
phloem and transport systems in a plant)

Biodiversity, Evolution and Disease:
� Including; Biodiversity (sampling and the
importance of biodiversity to ecosystems);
Evolution (study of Natural Selection and
evidence to support it); and Disease (study of the
immune system and diseases of a Global
importance).

Communication, Homeostasis and Energy:
� Including; Excretion (kidney, liver and carbon
dioxide removal); Homeostasis (temperature and
water control in the mammalian body);
Respiration; and Photosynthesis.

Genetics, Evolution and Ecosystems:
� Including; Genetics (genetic diagrams, DNA and
mutations); Evolution (linking genetics to
evolution); Ecosystems (studying populations
within ecosystems).

How will I be taught?
The course will be delivered using a range of
teaching styles whilst encouraging independent
responsibility for learning, with continuous staff
guidance and support. Students will be required to
carry out ‘Flipped Learning’ which means they will
read ahead and complete pre-learning tasks for
lessons. 
Practical lessons will now become a more central
part of the course with students being continually
assessed and developed during the course to a
university standard of practical ability. This practical
work will take the form of projects and a wide
variety of written work, presentations, calculations,
problem solving and data handling. 

Students will build a portfolio of evidence to submit
to the exam board based on their practical work
and the final examinations will have a high
proportion of practical based assessment.

How will I be assessed?
This course is assessed by examinations only with no
longer any coursework unit. For the AS qualification
there are two exams (Depth and Breadth in Biology)
and each exam will contain a mixture of multiple
choice questions, short and long answers and
questions based on practical skills taught during the
year. The A Level qualification is assessed on stand-
alone exams taken at the end of year 13. There are
three different exams (Biological Processes, Biological
Diversity and Unified Biology) which again is synoptic
containing multiple choice questions, short and long
exam answer and questions based on practical skills
taught throughout the year. 

What can I do with this subject?
Wider opportunities:
Skills learned studying science can be useful
throughout life in a wide spectrum of employment.
� Scientific skills include problem solving, computer
literacy, observation, data handling and
verification, environmental and social awareness.

� Social skills include adaptability, independence,
curiosity, patience and persistence.

� Biology is one of the most rapidly developing
sciences at the forefront of new discoveries, for
example biotechnology and human fertility.

Higher Education/Career Implications:
Biology qualifications are either necessary or
desirable for further study in many areas, most
common listed below:

� Medicine � Agriculture
� Histology � Veterinary Science
� Forestry � Sports Science
� Food Technology � Dentistry
� Forensics � Ophthalmics
� Pharmacy/Pharmacology � Physiotherapy
� Environmental Science � Nursing
� Nature Conservation � Zoology
� Child Care � Research
� Botany.

Chemistry
Arden follows the AQA Advanced GCE in Chemistry (7405) specification which is new for 2016, and is designed to inspire students, nurture their passion for chemistry and lay the
foundations for further study and the workplace. The course will suit both students stepping up from Key Stage 4 at Arden and those joining the Sixth Form from other schools, as
it has been tailored to follow on from the popular AQA Science GCSE. Practical work is at the heart of chemistry, hence it is placed at the heart of this specification and the teaching
and learning that takes place. Pupils will complete a wide range of investigations, becoming skilled in carrying out practical work and understanding the techniques employed. To
reflect the level of importance of practical work all the examinations will include assessment of the pupils understanding of practical skills and techniques. 

Further information is available from the AQA website: www.aqa.org.uk

Physics
The specification to be followed is AQA GCE in Physics (7408) .The course will suit
both Arden and external students as it has been tailored to follow on from the popular
AQA Science at GCSE. The specification thus provides a smooth pathway from GCSE
and a route to university courses in physics and other subjects in which physics is a
key component. The course objective is to ensure that learning is enjoyable, and
enhances a candidate’s enthusiasm for physics and now has a much higher emphasis
on learning around practical skills. Further details can be found at www.aqa.org.uk 

What will be covered during the course?

3.1 Physical chemistry:
� 3.1.1 Atomic structure.
� 3.1.2 Amount of substance.
� 3.1.3 Bonding.
� 3.1.4 Energetics.
� 3.1.5 Kinetics.
� 3.1.6 Chemical equilibria and Le Chatelier’s principle.
� 3.1.7 Oxidation, reduction and redox equations.
� 3.1.8 Thermodynamics (A Level only).
� 3.1.9 Rate equations (A Level only).
� 3.1.10 Equilibrium constant Kc for homogeneous systems 
(A Level only).

� 3.1.11 Electrode potentials and electrochemical cells (A-level
only).

� 3.1.12 Acids and bases (A-level only).

3.2 Inorganic chemistry:
� 3.2.1 Periodicity.
� 3.2.2 Group 2, the alkaline earth metals.
� 3.2.3 Group 7(17), the halogens.
� 3.2.4 Properties of Period 3 elements and their oxides (A Level
only).

� 3.2.5 Transition metals (A-level only).
� 3.2.6 Reactions of ions in aqueous solution (A Level only).

3.3 Organic chemistry:
� 3.3.1 Introduction to organic chemistry.
� 3.3.2 Alkanes.
� 3.3.3 Halogenoalkanes.
� 3.3.4 Alkenes.
� 3.3.5 Alcohols.
� 3.3.6 Organic analysis.
� 3.3.7 Optical isomerism (A Level only).
� 3.3.8 Aldehydes and ketones (A Level only).
� 3.3.9 Carboxylic acids and derivatives (A Level only).
� 3.3.10 Aromatic chemistry (A Level only).
� 3.3.11 Amines (A Level only).
� 3.3.12 Polymers (A Level only).
� 3.3.13 Amino acids, proteins and DNA (A Level only).
� 3.3.14 Organic synthesis (A Level only).
� 3.3.15 Nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopy 
(A Level only).

� 3.3.16 Chromatography (A Level only).

How will I be taught?
Teachers will facilitate the learning of the students by motivating
and encouraging them and providing a stimulating learning
environment. In this way we hope to develop attitudes such as
enquiry, initiative, precision and insight.
All of the teaching resources and supporting material are
available on the Arden VLE. In addition to revision resources,
lesson work and homework all topics include pre-learning work
that should be completed prior to lesson. This approach enables
pupils to become familiar with key terms, definitions and
concepts before the lesson.

How will I be assessed?

Paper 1:
�Written exam: 2 hours.
� Comprising: Short and long answer questions.
�Worth: 105 marks or 35% of the final A Level.
� Relevant physical chemistry topics (sections 3.1.1 to 3.1.4, 3.1.6
to 3.1.8 and 3.1.10 to 3.1.12).

� Inorganic chemistry (section 3.2).
� Relevant practical skills. 

Paper 2:
�Written exam: 2 hours.
� Comprising: Short and long answer questions.
�Worth: 105 marks or 35% of the final A Level.
� Relevant physical chemistry topics 
(sections 3.1.2 to 3.1.6 and 3.1.9)

�Organic chemistry (section 3.3)
� Relevant practical skills

Paper 3:
�Written exam: 2 hours.
� Comprising: Practical techniques and data 
analysis; questions testing across the
specification; and multiple choice questions.

�Worth: 90 marks (comprising 40 marks for
questions on practical techniques and data
analysis; 20 marks for questions testing across 
the specification; and 30 marks for multiple
choice questions) or 30% of the final A Level.

�Any content.
�Any practical skills. 

What can I do with this subject?
From the moment we are born, and throughout our life, we are
surrounded by chemistry – it is the air we breathe, the food we
eat and the clothes we wear. As a chemist you could:
�Make a medicine to fight cancer or HIV.
�Develop exciting new ice-cream flavours.
�Make new materials for computers or mobile phones.

Chemistry is all about Discovery, Creativity, Problem Solving, and
Communication... skills which are valuable in any career.
Chemistry A Level can get you into a variety of degree courses.
Options range from marine chemistry to chemical engineering;
food chemistry to neurochemistry; environmental chemistry to
biological chemistry; through to pharmaceutical sciences and
beyond.
Chemistry is an essential requirement for entry to a degree in
Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Science. Careers range from
the more traditional laboratory-based work through to
photography, art restoration and even music technology.

The Course
The A level Physics course will cover the
following key areas of the subject:
� Particles and Radiation.
�Waves.
�Mechanics and Materials.
� Electricity.
� Further Mechanics and Thermal Physics.
� Fields and their consequences.
�Nuclear Physics.
�Optional Module: Yet to be confirmed, this
will be chosen during the A2 stage to suit
the students studying at that time.

A key component of the course is now
practical completion where students will be
taught and practice measurements and errors
alongside the course content.

How will I be taught?
Physics is a very challenging A level subject. In
order to succeed, teachers will assist the
students to develop their mathematical and
practical skills through both theoretical and
practical lessons.

Students are encouraged to take
responsibility for their own learning and will
be supported in developing the skills of self-
evaluation, target setting and tenacity. 

The course will be delivered using a range of
teaching styles whilst encouraging
independent responsibility for learning, with
continuous staff guidance and support.
Students will be required to carry out ‘Flipped
Learning’ which means they will read ahead
and complete pre-learning tasks for lessons. 

How will I be assessed?
Practical lessons will now become a more
central part of the course with students being
continually assessed and developed during the
course to a university standard of practical
ability. This practical work will take the form of
projects and a wide variety of written work,
presentations, calculations, problem solving
and data handling. Students will build a
portfolio of evidence to submit to the exam
board based on their practical work and the
final examinations will have a high proportion
of practical based assessment.

The course is examined synoptically via 2
exams at the end of year 12, which will award
an AS qualification, or 3 exams at the end of
year 13, which will award an A Level Physics
qualification. Year 12 exams do not count
towards a final A Level Physics grade. The
exams themselves are a mixture of multiple
choice, short and long, and practical skill based
questions.

What can I do with this subject?

A Level Physics is useful for a wide variety of
career paths and degree options, including:
� Research and Development.
� Engineering.
� Finance.
� Law.
� Business Management.

The A Level Physics course will provide
students with analytical, mathematical and
investigative skills and will put Physics into a
real-world context for the students.
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Psychology
The awarding body for Arden’s A Level Psychology course is AQA. Psychology is the study of behaviour,
experience and the human mind. Anything we do, think or experience can be studied by psychologists.
More details can be found at www.aqa.org.uk

Year 12 Course (AS)

Unit 1: Introductory topics in Psychology .
Social Influence: Considers why people conform and obey others and how society can change its
viewpoint.
Memory: Will examine theory and research into how memory works and why we forget. You will
also inspect how memory is used in everyday life, for example in eyewitness testimony.
Attachment: Investigates how children develop attachments with others and the effects of
deprivation and separation from carers. You will also assess the importance of early attachment on
later relationships.

Unit 2: Psychology in context.
Approaches in Psychology: Examines the origins of psychology as well as the assumptions,
applications and evaluations of the: learning approaches; cognitive approach; biological approach..
Biopsychology: Investigates the biological aspects to human behaviour by studying systems such as
the nervous system, endocrine system and the various functions of the brain.
Psychopathology: Explores what is considered to be abnormal and explains the causes and
treatments of behaviours such as phobias, depression and OCD. 
Research Methods: Looks at the techniques used to design and conduct psychological experiments.
You will also look at how data from experiments is analysed.

Year 13 Course (A2)

In addition to the above, the following content will also be examined during Year 13:

Compulsory content:

Approaches in psychology: Will build on AS knowledge to include the
assumptions, applications and evaluations of both the humanistic and
psychodynamic approaches as well as comparisons between all
approaches learnt.
Research method: Will build on AS knowledge to include things
like: levels of data; choice of statistical tests; ways to assess
reliability and validity; reporting on psychological
investigations; content analysis.
Issues and debates in psychology: Will explore the
arguments that surround issues such as gender and
culture in psychology, the free will versus determinism
debate, the nature vs nurture debate, holism vs
reductionism and ethics.

Optional content:

You will study three topics, one from each of the three
bands below:
n Relationships; gender; cognition and development.
n Aggression; forensic psychology; addiction.
n Eating behaviour; stress; schizophrenia. 

How will I be assessed?
The AS content will initially be examined via two 1 ½ hour papers in the summer of the first year.
Each paper is worth 50% of the AS.
If the subject is taken onto A2 level then there will be three papers, each lasting 2 hours. The whole
of the two years content will be examined over these three exams.
All the papers will consist of structured compulsory questions based on the aspects of the
specification covered. Questions will include a mixture of multiple choice, short answer, and
extended essay style questions.

How will I be taught?
The subject is taught through lectures, group-work, practical projects, research, discussions,
presentations and role-play. As you study psychology you will begin to understand the factors that
affect your behaviour, you will learn about yourself and why you do the things you do. It can teach
you about the ways people interact in social situations and give you a better understanding of your
own feelings and attitudes. You will also learn techniques that may help you study more effectively.

What can I do with this subject?
Psychology is an integral part of many careers. The study of psychology provides relevant training for
further study or work in: social work; advertising, personnel management; business; nursing; sales;
the police force; career guidance; market research – in other words any job that involves interacting

with people. For this reason, advanced level psychology is considered
valuable by most university courses. Moreover, psychology is

classified as a science; hence, most universities count it as
such in their entry requirements. 

To become a Chartered Psychologist you need
to gain a Psychology degree and follow
further professional study. Areas of
employment then include: Clinical
Psychologist; Educational
Psychologist; Forensic
Psychologist; Psychotherapy;
Occupational Psychology and
applied research.

.

Year 12 Course (AS)
Unit 1: People and Politics:
nDemocracy and Participation: Including how to make the
UK more democratic.

n Political Parties: Focusing on the ideas and policies of the
major parties.

n Elections: Including electoral reform.
n Pressure groups.

Unit 2: Governing the UK:
n The Constitution, including constitutional reform.
n Parliament, including parliamentary reform.
n Prime Minister and Cabinet.
n Judges and Civil Liberties.

Year 13 Course (A2)
Unit 3: Key themes in Political Analysis.
Topic 3D: Structures of Global Politics:
nApproaches to Global Politics.
nWorld Order.
nGlobal Governance.
n European Union and Regionalism.

Unit 4: Extended themes in Political Analysis.
Topic 4D: Global Political Issues:
n Conflict, War and Terrorism.
n Poverty and Development.
n Environmental Issues.
nHuman Rights.

How will I be taught?
Government and Politics is a subject which draws a great deal upon
the developments of the present and recent past and is being
constantly updated. We will make good use of a variety of textbooks
but also rely on the use of TV, radio and the press. The course is
designed to encourage you to analyse and criticise and we therefore
promote active discussion to develop an understanding of what has
been read, seen and heard. Likewise, you will have opportunities for
individual research of various kinds and will be able to present work in
a variety of ways, for example talks and wall presentations, not just
essays!.

How will I be assessed?
Assessment will consist of two examination papers at AS level; students
opting for a full A Level will take a further two examination papers in
the second year.
nUnit 1: Assessed through a written exam lasting 
1 hour 20 minutes.

nUnit 2: Assessed through a written exam lasting 
1 hour 20 minutes.

nUnit 3: Assessed through a written exam lasting 
1 hour 30 minutes.

nUnit 4: Assessed through a written exam lasting 
1 hour 30 minutes.

What can I do with this subject?
Government and Politics is an ideal course if you want to 
keep your options open for further study. 

Politics can be a useful choice for a wide range of 
careers and can be combined with a large number 
of social science and humanities subjects at university level.

Government
and Politics

Arden’s A Level Government and Politics course
follows the Edexcel GCE specification. A Level
Government and Politics provides the
opportunity for lively debate, discussion and
argument – politics is exciting because people
have strong views. The course helps you
develop an understanding the world around
you – how your society works - and provide the
chance to develop your own ideas. There are no
‘rights’ or ‘wrongs’ in politics, only competing
viewpoints.

More details of the specification can be found
at www.edexcel.org.uk
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Law
Moderated by the AQA, this course provides a useful introduction to Law and has been selected because it has a modern approach and attempts to view Law within its social
context. The specification encourages students to develop and sustain their enjoyment of, and interest in the subject; develop knowledge and understanding of selected areas of
law and gain an understanding of legal method and reasoning. The course also aims to develop techniques of logical reasoning and analytical skills and solve problems by
applying legal rules and the ability to communicate legal arguments and conclusions, referring to legal authority as appropriate.
More details can be found at www.aqa.org.uk

Year 12 Course (AS)
At AS, you will develop a knowledge and understanding of the
legal system and an ability to evaluate its operation and
performance. The specification introduces substantive law and
requires simple application of aspects of criminal law and civil
law.

Unit 1: Law Making and the English Legal System.
This unit is divided into two sections. The first includes an
overview of how Parliament makes law through statutes and the
contributions judges make in the development of law. The topics
you will study in depth include statutory interpretation (the
interpretation of statutes by judges) and delegated legislation (the
making of law by bodies other than Parliament). 
The second section considers the people and institutions
concerned with civil disputes and criminal prosecutions. The main
topics are the criminal courts and lay personnel; the civil courts
and alternative dispute resolution and the judges.

Unit 2: The Concept of Liability.
This looks at the law in practice. The topics are studied through
problem solving case study work in crime and tort. This part of
the course appeals to those who enjoy lively debate! Students
learn the rules relating to different types of non fatal offences
against the person (assault) and the tort of negligence and then
apply them to fictional scenarios.

Year 13 Course (A2)
At A2, you will further develop your knowledge of substantive
law through criminal law and/or civil law. Critical evaluation of
law is developed at this level of study.

Unit 3: Criminal Law.
This includes murder, manslaughter and general defences to
crime. Again these are studied and assessed using case studies.
There is also evaluation of these topics.

Unit 4: Law of Tort and Concepts of Law.
The first part covers the study of different torts such as Occupier’s
Liability , Nuisance and further examination of Negligence.
Assessment is by case study problems.
The synoptic section considers earlier topics and re-examines
them in the light of morality, justice, fault and the balancing of
conflicting interests.

How will I be assessed?
AS Level

Unit 1: Essay paper.
Unit 2: Multi-part questions based on legal problems.

A2 Level

Unit 3: Criminal Law problem paper.
Unit 4: Criminal Law problem and Concepts of Law essay paper.

How will I be taught?
nA complete set of comprehensive course notes, learning
exercises and activities will be provided.

nA wide variety of different teaching and learning methods
designed to stretch the more able students and to provide
additional support for those students needing extra help.

n Structured student support with study skills.

n Regular course assessment and detailed feedback.

nGuest speakers such as a solicitor, a tribunal member and a
magistrate.

n Course visits which may include the following:- the
Magistrates and Crown Courts, the Galleries of Justice in
Nottingham, the Old Bailey, the Houses of Parliament and
various law conferences.

The course is taught by a qualified solicitor who has extensive
experience of teaching A Level Law and has been an assistant
examiner for AQA.

There is a wealth of legal material available every day in the
press and on the internet, television and radio. An interest in
current affairs and a willingness to access this information will
make the study of law more stimulating and relevant.

What can I do with this subject?
A Level Law is a subject in its own right and is not simply a
narrow preparation for a Law degree. The study of law is both
interesting and stimulating and provides a valuable academic
discipline that is appreciated by potential employers and
universities. The subject provides excellent grounding for further
studies in Law including degrees in Law, the ILEX qualification
and supports entry to other degree courses. 

An understanding of law supports many careers including the
police force, business, accounting, journalism, court clerks and
the public services. Any future citizen will be interested in this
fascinating, relevant subject.

Economics
The AQA Economics course followed by Arden is a rigorous and challenging A Level. Nevertheless, it is a popular subject in our Sixth Form, reflecting the interests of students who
are searching for answers to some of the current national and international issues. Economics is concerned with how prices are established in a market, how resources are
allocated and how and why governments try to manage the economy. The A Level course requires no prior knowledge or specific GCSE qualifications for entry.
More details can be found at www.aqa.org.uk

Year 12 Course (AS)
Unit 1: The Operation of Markets and Market Failure 
(tested through an examination worth 50% of the AS mark).
Students are introduced to the economic problem, the operation
of markets and the intervention in those markets by government.

Unit 2: The National Economy in a Global Context 
(tested through an examination worth 50% of the AS mark).
Students focus on macro-economic policy and economic
performance. The topics of study include unemployment,
inflation, international trade and economic growth.

Year 13 Course (A2)
Unit 1: Markets and Market Failure 
(tested through an examination worth 33.3% of the A Level mark).
Students learn all of the topics covered at AS and, in addition,
learn about the theory of costs, market structures and market
inefficiencies. Labour market trends and government policies are
considered.

Unit 2: The National and International Economy
(tested through an examination worth 33.3% of the A Level mark).
Students learn all of the topics covered at AS and, in addition,
learn about the context of the global economy. They consider
the impact of globalisation on the management of the UK
economy. The use of fiscal, monetary and supply-side policies
are compared as tools of economic management.

Unit 3: Economic Principles and Issues 
(tested through an examination worth 33.3% of the A Level mark).
Students are required to tackle this synoptic paper which is
based on economic issues in the current economic climate. All
of the themes of the A level course will be drawn together and
students will be expected to have deep understanding of the
causes and consequences of economic success and failure.

What else do I need to know?
Economic theories are the basis of this A level which require
both competent numeracy and literacy skills. Current issues are
frequently discussed in the classroom and students need to have
a keen interest in keeping up to date with national and
international news.

There are data response assessments which will test numeracy
skills and the ability to use graphical interpretation and analysis.
In addition there is a requirement to write extended answers
using clear arguments and judgement. Analysis and evaluation
are key skills in this subject.

How will I be assessed?
This is a one or two year course with exams at the end. Students
who follow the AS course will have two exams at the end of Year
12. Students who follow the A2 course will have three exams at
the end of Year 13.

What can I do with this subject?
Economics is an academic course which is recognised by all
higher education institutions.

Many students continue the subject at university by following
business management courses or combining it with languages,
ICT or social sciences. It should be noted that some Economics
degree courses also require A Level Mathematics because of the
high level of numeracy skills needed.

An Economics A Level is also highly regarded by employers,
providing students with a broad spectrum of career and
educational pathway options.

A R D E N
S I X T H
F O R M

2 0 1 6

EXCE L L ENCE
IN EDUCATION

29

A R D E N
S I X T H
F O R M

2 0 1 6

EXCE L L ENCE
IN EDUCATION

30



Business
AS/A Level Business is concerned with business organisation and focuses on marketing, operations,
people, finance and business strategy. The course examines how a business sets objectives and
responds to its environment. The subject content will be familiar to GCSE students, but can also be
studied without any prior subject knowledge.

The full specification can be looked at www.aqa.org.uk

Year 12 Course (AS)
Year 12 gives students an overall understanding of
decision making in each of the functional areas of
marketing, operations, finance and human resources.
Students will be studying a variety of contexts
including small and large businesses, UK and global
businesses and service and manufacturing businesses.

Year 13 Course (A2)
Students will study strategic decision making and the
influences of stakeholders on these decisions. Other
internal and external factors will also be considered
when a business is making strategic decisions. The
use of business tools will be studied that aid the
approach to decision making. Students will be given
the opportunity to engage and think critically about
current business developments.

What else do I need to know?

There is quite detailed use of case studies so it is
important to be able to relate business theory to the
real world.

Students who have previously studied Business
should have a minimum of Grade B at GCSE or
Distinction in BTEC.

There is some emphasis on extended writing using
clear arguments. Students are expected to be able to
evaluate business decisions and business behaviour.

How will I be assessed?
AS and A Level Business qualifications are fully
assessed through examinations.

To achieve an AS Level, two exams are taken, worth
50% of the final mark each. The exams comprise a
combination of short answer questions, data response
questions, extended writing answers and multiple
choice questions. Business case studies are used in
the exams.

Paper 1 Business 1 50% of AS level

Paper 2 Business 2 50% of AS level

The A Level qualification is assessed by taking three
exams, each worth 33.3% of the final grade. Again,
they comprise a combination of short answer
questions, multiple choice questions, data response
and extended written responses. Business case
studies are also used in the exams, but there is
greater emphasis on analysis and evaluation skills at A
Level.

Paper 1 Business 1 33.3% of A-level

Paper 2 Business 2 33.3% of A-level

Paper 3 Business 3 33.3% of A-level

What can I do with this subject?
Business is an academic course which is recognised
by all higher education institutions. 

Many students continue the subject at university by
following business management courses or
combining it with languages, ICT or social sciences.

An A Level in Business is also highly regarded by
employers, and gives students access to a wide range
of future career choices and educational pathways.
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Computer Science
This course gives a general grounding in Computer Science, including an understanding of computer systems,
the principles of programming and the solving of problems and is ideally suited to pupils studying Mathematics
or Further Mathematics.

Topics delivered put computational thinking at its core, helping students to develop the skills to solve problems,
design systems and understand human and machine intelligence. The subject has an expanded focus on maths
and programming principles, whilst allow students to apply academic principles learned within the classroom
to real world applications.

AS Level Course
Component 01:Written Theory Paper 1, duration 1 hour
and 15 minutes (worth 50% of total AS level).

This unit is about acquiring knowledge and understanding
of software, system development and the characteristics of
contemporary hardware devices; including the CPU. The unit
also includes networks and exchanging data as well as the
legal, moral and ethical issues relevant to Computer Science.

Component 02:Written Theory Paper 1, duration 1 hour
and 15 minutes (worth 50% of total AS level)

This unit is focused on computational thinking and examines
the use of algorithms using problem solving and
programming constructs.

A Level Course
Component 01:Written Theory Paper 1, duration 2 hours
and 30 minutes (worth 40% of total A Level).

This unit will develop learner’s knowledge on the internal
workings of the Central Processing Unit (CPU) and the
exchange of data. It will also look in depth at software
development, data types and legal and ethical issues
relevant to Computer Science.

Component 02:Written Theory Paper 1, duration 2 hours
and 30 minutes (worth 40% of total A Level).

This unit is about acquiring knowledge and understanding of
Algorithms and programming. Component (02) relates
principally to problem solving skills needed to apply the
knowledge and understanding encountered in Component 01. 

Component 03: Programming Project, externally assessed
(worth 20% of total A Level).

Programming project component is a practical portfolio
based assessment with a task that is chosen by the learner
and is produced in an appropriate programming language
of the learner’s or teacher’s choice.

The student will choose a computing problem to work
through demonstrating:
nAnalysis and design skills involved in problem solving using
a computer;

nDevelop, document, implement and test the system
produced;

n Produce a word processed report on the work carried out;
n Evaluate the computerised solution.

How will I be taught?
In addition to nine learning hours each fortnight at Arden, we
also suggest at least ten extra hours independent study hours
to support learning.

How will I be assessed?
There are two written examinations at AS level. If you choose
to study in Year 13, there are two written examinations and
an extended project which is externally assessed.

What can I do with this subject?
This course is highly valued in terms of university admissions
and provides excellent preparation for those students
intending to pursue computing studies at degree level, as
well as for anyone considering any kind of career in
Computer Science or IT.

Information Technology
This course provides a foundation for developing practical ICT skills, an awareness of emerging technologies
as well as an understanding of the consequences of using ICT on individuals, organisations and society.
Each component provides students with the opportunity to apply skills, knowledge and understanding of
ICT in a range of contexts to solve problems.

AS Course
IT1: Information Systems:
(examined through a 2 hour 15 minute written paper
comprising 60% of AS grade).

This unit is about acquiring knowledge and understanding
of information systems and the relationship between data,
information and knowledge. The understanding of how
information can improve the quality of decision making in
organisations is key to success in this unit.

This unit requires candidates to use ICT hardware and
spreadsheet modelling software to solve a realistic
problem and answer questions on their solution in the
written examination.

The spreadsheet solution must be prepared under
supervised conditions as it will be taken into the written
part of the examination.

IT2: Presenting Information Task:
(comprising 40% of the AS grade).

This unit requires candidates to use ICT hardware and
software applications to solve a problem involving three
separate tasks, the production of:
�A document such as a leaflet or magazine.
�A document containing automated routines, such as a
mail merged letter.

�A presentation to an audience, such as a web page or
slide type show.

A Level Course
IT3: Use and Impact of ICT:
(examined through a 2 hour 30 minute written paper
comprising 30% of A2 grade).

This section is about the use and impact of Information
and Communication Technology. It is important to note
that the amplification is not exhaustive: candidates should
consider other contemporary hardware and software.
Teachers should be aware of the need to update
examples as technology develops over time.

IT4: Relational Database Project:
(internally assessed and comprising 20% of A2 grade).

Candidates analyse, design, implement, test and evaluate a
solution to a problem of their choice requiring the use of a
relational database. The database project does not have to
be based in an actual commercial context, but candidates
should be encouraged to develop a realistic system.

This is a substantial piece of work, undertaken over an
extended period of time. It is internally assessed and
moderated by WJEC.

How will I be taught?
Lessons are predominantly teacher-led with students
learning professional practice by example. There will be
opportunity however to develop skills and strengths for
presentation to potential employers and FE institutions.

Reading ‘around’ the subject is essential to any AS/A2
course and in particular ICT, with technology constantly
changing it is an essential to achieve the highest grades.

How will I be assessed?
There is one written examination and a piece of
coursework at AS level. If you choose to go forward to
study at ICT A2 Level, there is a further written
examination and an extended project.
�AS examination paper, 2 hours 15 minutes in duration.
�AS project: Internally assessed and externally moderated.
�A2 examination paper: 2 hours 30 minutes in duration.
�A2 extended project: Internally assessed and externally
moderated.

Unit examinations take place in June. The ICT projects are
internally assessed and externally moderated.

What can I do with this subject?
The impact of Information and Communication Technology
on society is enormous and as the percentage of businesses
and households connected to communication networks
such as the Internet grows, so does the need to individuals
who can master and manipulate new ICT. 

In addition to exciting new technologies, familiar
technologies like TV, telecommunications and computing
are evolving and being expanded by digitised information,
enabling a convergence of technologies. ICT provides new
opportunities for learning as well as changing the way in
which we work. Traditional unskilled jobs are disappearing,
while new areas of economic activity, such as ‘soft skills’ are
growing rapidly.

ICT’s applications in terms of how and where we work
continues to evolve as technology impacts on the
workplace.
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French
Arden’s A Level French course, which follows the AQA 1651 (AS) and 2651 (A2) specification. This course is well
suited to students at Arden as it builds on the linguistic skills of GCSE and broadens students’ social, political,
economic and cultural knowledge of the countries where that language is spoken. The variety of topics is broader,
and more demanding to students who are interested in contemporary issues and lifestyles. More details can be
found at www.aqa.org.uk

German
Arden’s A Level German course, which follows the AQA 1661 (AS) and 2661 (A2) specification. This course
builds on the linguistic skills developed at GCSE and broadens students’ social, political, economic and cultural
knowledge of the countries where German is spoken. The variety of topics is broader and more challenging.
The course is particularly suited to students who are interested in contemporary issues and lifestyles.. More
details can be found at www.aqa.org.uk

Year 12 Course (AS)
Unit 1: Aspects of French-speaking society: 
current trends:
The following topics will be studied:
Family and relationships. New Technology.
Volunteering.

Unit 2: Aspects of French-speaking society: 
current issues:
The following topics will be studied:
France and its culture. French Cinema.
Contemporary music in France.

Year 13 Course (A2)
Unit 1: Aspects of French-speaking society: 
current trends:
The following topics will be studied:
The positive aspects of a diverse society.
Marginalised. Law and Order.

Unit 2: Aspects of French-speaking society: 
current issues:
The following topics will be studied:
Changing society through politics.
Demonstrations and the right to strike.
Immigration.

How will I be assessed?

Paper 1: Listening, Reading and translation.
In the listening component of the assessments, students
are free to control the playback of the stimulus material.
2 hour 30 minute exam worth 40% of final A Level.

Paper 2: Writing including grammar. Study of a film and
text chosen from a selected list. 
Approximately 300 words per question.
2 hour exam worth 30% of final A Level.

Paper 3: Speaking Test. Two parts, 21-23 minutes including
5 minutes preparation time worth 30% of final A Level. 
n Individual research project chosen by the student.
nOne of four sub-themes.

What do I need to do for the speaking exam?
I will need to speak and discuss at length using the target
language in the following ways:
nA 5–6 minute discussion of a sub-theme based on a
stimulus card. You will study the card for 5 minutes at
the start of the test. Worth 25 marks.

nA 2 minute presentation and a 9–10 minute discussion
of an individual research project lasting. Worth 35 marks).

Which resources are available to me?

All students have online access to Nelson Thornes
(Kerboodle) with vocabulary sheets, listening and reading
materials, exam-type questions, grammar exercises and
video clips. In addition we provide them with examples of
practice listening and reading papers as well as a week by
week plan for grammar teaching, topic work and key
assessments. Students can make use of the satellite
facilities in the Sixth Form Centre to view foreign-language
DVDs or TV channels to support with independent study or
for research purposes. 

How will I be taught?

The students will have the opportunity to improve their
ability in all four language skills (listening, speaking, reading
and writing) and will gain access to the language through a
variety of authentic media, including newspapers,
magazines, satellite TV and the internet. Teaching will be split
between two teachers and students will be expected to
participate in study sessions through note-taking, text
analysis, debate, presentation and self-supported study. In
addition a foreign language assistant has an hour’s
conversation class with each group on a weekly basis to
support their preparation for the speaking exam.

What can I do with this subject?
Wider opportunities: The wider opportunities for students
with a language at Advanced Level are immense. Linguists
have a skill that can be applied in innumerable
professional, commercial and social contexts. Linguists are
trained to analyse stimulus material in detail and after
advanced level learning will have outstanding knowledge
of other cultures and societies, which serves them as adults
with a well-rounded education. 

Higher Education/Career Implications: Universities are
continually looking to recruit students with a language at A
Level to support other subject areas and frequently offer
international placements to the best linguists.
In an increasingly globalised marketplace, students with a
language can often demand higher salaries, travel more
widely on business and build friendships across the globe.
There is also strong evidence that universities will use
language qualifications to differentiate applicants with the
same A Level grades.
In recent years over 50% of the A2 cohort have continued
to study languages at undergraduate level, including at
Cambridge and a number of Russell Group universities.

Year 12 Course (AS)
Unit 1: Aspects of German-speaking society:
The following topics will be studied:
The Family. The Digital World. 
Youth Culture - Fashion, Music and TV.

Unit 2: Artistic culture in the German-speaking world:
The following topics will be studied:
Festivals and Traditions. Art and Architecture. Berlin.

Year 13 Course (A2)
Unit 1: Multiculturalism in German-speaking society:
The following topics will be studied:
Immigration. Integration. Racism.

Unit 2: Aspects of political life in the 
German-speaking world:
The following topics will be studied:
Germany and the European Union.
Politics and Young People.
Reunification and its consequences.

How will I be assessed?

Paper 1: Listening, Reading and translation.
In the listening component of the assessments, students
are free to control the playback of the stimulus material.
2 hour 40 minute exam worth 40% of final A Level.

Paper 2: Writing including grammar. 
Study of a film and text chosen from a selected list.
Approximately 300 words per question.
2 hour exam worth 30% of final A Level.

Paper 3: Speaking Test. Two parts, 21-23 minutes including
5 minutes preparation time worth 30% of final A Level. 
n Individual research project chosen by the student.
nOne of four sub-themes.

What do I need to do for the speaking exam?
I will need to speak and discuss at length using the target
language in the following ways:
nA 5–6 minute discussion of a sub-theme based on a
stimulus card. You will study the card for 5 minutes at
the start of the test. Worth 25 marks.

nA 2 minute presentation and a 9–10 minute discussion
of an individual research project lasting. Worth 35 marks).

Which resources are available to me?

All students have online access to Nelson Thornes
(Kerboodle) with vocabulary sheets, listening and reading
materials, exam-style questions, grammar exercises and
video clips. In addition, you are provided with examples of
practice listening and reading papers as well as a week by
week plan for grammar teaching, topic work and key
assessments. Students can make use of the satellite
facilities in the Sixth Form Centre to view foreign-language
DVDs or TV channels to support them in independent
study or when conducting research.

How will I be taught?

You will have the opportunity to improve your ability in all
four language skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing)
and will gain access to the language through a variety of
authentic media, including newspapers, magazines, satellite
TV and the internet. Teaching will be split between two
teachers and students will be expected to participate in
study sessions through note-taking, text analysis, debate,
presentation and self-supported study. In addition a foreign
language assistant has an hour’s conversation class with
each group on a weekly basis to support their preparation
for the speaking exam.

What can I do with this subject?
Wider opportunities: The wider opportunities for students
with a language at Advanced Level are immense. Linguists
have skills that can be applied in innumerable professional,
commercial and social contexts. Linguists are trained to
analyse stimulus material in detail and, after advanced level
learning, will have outstanding knowledge of other
cultures and societies, essential to a well-rounded
education.  

Higher Education/Career Implications:
Universities are continually looking to recruit students with
a language at A-Level to support other subject areas and
frequently offer international placements to the best
linguists. 
In an increasingly globalised marketplace, students with a
language can often demand higher salaries, travel more
widely on business and build friendships across the globe.
There is also strong evidence that universities will use
language qualifications to differentiate applicants with the
same A Level grades.
In recent years over 50% of the A2 cohort have continued
to study languages at undergraduate level, including at
Cambridge and a number of Russell Group universities.
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Italian
The specification that will be followed is EDEXCEL 8IN01 (AS) and 9IN01 (A2). This
course is well suited to students at Arden as it builds on the linguistic skills of GCSE
and broadens students’ social, political, economic and cultural knowledge of the
countries where that language is spoken. The variety of topics is broader, and more
demanding to students who are interested in contemporary issues and lifestyles.
More details can be found at www.edexcel.com

Spanish
Arden’s A Level Spanish course, which follows the AQA 1696 (AS) and 2696 (A2) specification. This course builds
on the linguistic skills developed at GCSE and broadens students’ social, political, economic and cultural
knowledge of the countries where Spanish is spoken. The variety of topics is broader and more challenging. The
course is particularly suited to students who are interested in contemporary issues and lifestyles. More details
can be found at www.aqa.org.uk 

Year 12 Course (AS)
Unit 1: Spoken Italian expression and
response.
Unit 2: Italian understanding and written
response.
The following topics will be studied:
Youth culture and concerns.
Lifestyle: Health and fitness.
The world around us: Travel, tourism,
environmental issues and the Italian-
speaking world.
Education and employment.

Year 13 Course (A2)
Unit 3: Italian understanding and written
response.
Unit 4: Italian research, understanding
and written response.
The following topics will be studied:
Youth culture and concerns.
Lifestyle: Health and fitness.
The world around us: travel,
environmental issues, tourism and the
Italian-speaking world.
Education and employment.
Customs, traditions, beliefs and religions.
National and international events: past,
present and future.
Literature and the arts.

How will I be taught?
The students will have the opportunity to
improve their ability in all four language
skills (listening, speaking, reading and
writing) and will gain access to the
language through a variety of authentic
media, including newspapers, magazines,
satellite TV and the internet. Teaching will
be split between two teachers and
students will be expected to participate
in study sessions through note-taking,
text analysis, debate, presentation and
self-supported study.

How will I be assessed?
Units 1 and 3 are oral assessments and
require students to speak and discuss at
length using the target language.
Unit 2 is assessed via listening, reading
and writing examinations, which require
students to respond in the target
language. In the listening component of
the assessment, students are free to
control the playback of the stimulus
material. 
Unit 4 students are assessed on their
writing and translation skills.

What can I do with this subject?
Wider opportunities: The wider
opportunities for students with a
language at A Level are immense.
Linguists have a skill that can be applied
in innumerable professional, commercial
and social contexts. Linguists are trained
to analyse stimulus material in detail and
after advanced level learning will have
outstanding knowledge of other cultures
and societies, which serves them as
adults with a well-rounded education.

Higher Education/Career Implications:
Universities are continually looking to
recruit students with a language at A
Level to support other subject areas and
frequently offer international placements
to the best linguists.
In an increasingly globalised marketplace,
students with a language can often
demand higher salaries, travel more
widely on business and build friendships
across the globe.
There is also strong evidence that
universities will use language
qualifications to differentiate between
applicants with the same A Level grades.

Year 12 Course (AS)
Unit 1: Aspects of Spanish-speaking society:
The following topics will be studied:
The Family. The Digital World. 
Youth Culture - Fashion, Music and TV.

Unit 2: Artistic culture in the Spanish-speaking world:
The following topics will be studied:
Festivals and Traditions. Art and Architecture. Berlin.

Year 13 Course (A2)
Unit 1: Multiculturalism in Spanish-speaking society:
The following topics will be studied:
Immigration. Integration. Racism.

Unit 2: Aspects of political life in the Spanish-speaking world:
The following topics will be studied:
Spain and the European Union.
Politics and Young People.
The importance and relevance of Spanish-speaking
countries outside of the EU.

How will I be assessed?

Paper 1: Listening, Reading and translation.
In the listening component of the assessments, students are
free to control the playback of the stimulus material.
2 hour 40 minute exam worth 40% of final A Level.

Paper 2: Writing including grammar. 
Study of a film and text chosen from a selected list.
Approximately 300 words per question.
2 hour exam worth 30% of final A Level.

Paper 3: Speaking Test. Two parts, 21-23 minutes including
5 minutes preparation time worth 30% of final A Level. 
n Individual research project chosen by the student.
nOne of four sub-themes.

What do I need to do for the speaking exam?
I will need to speak and discuss at length using the target
language in the following ways:
nA 5–6 minute discussion of a sub-theme based on a
stimulus card. You will study the card for 5 minutes at the
start of the test. Worth 25 marks.

nA 2 minute presentation and a 9–10 minute discussion of
an individual research project lasting. Worth 35 marks).

Which resources are available to me?

All students have online access to Nelson Thornes
(Kerboodle) with vocabulary sheets, listening and reading
materials, exam-style questions, grammar exercises and
video clips. In addition, you are provided with examples of
practice listening and reading papers as well as a week by
week plan for grammar teaching, topic work and key
assessments. Students can make use of the satellite facilities
in the Sixth Form Centre to view foreign-language DVDs or
TV channels to support them in independent study or when
conducting research.

How will I be taught?

You will have the opportunity to improve your ability in all
four language skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing)
and will gain access to the language through a variety of
authentic media, including newspapers, magazines, satellite
TV and the internet. Teaching will be split between two
teachers and students will be expected to participate in study
sessions through note-taking, text analysis, debate,
presentation and self-supported study. In addition a foreign
language assistant has an hour’s conversation class with
each group on a weekly basis to support their preparation
for the speaking exam.

What can I do with this subject?
Wider opportunities: The wider opportunities for students
with a language at Advanced Level are immense. Linguists
have skills that can be applied in innumerable professional,
commercial and social contexts. Linguists are trained to
analyse stimulus material in detail and, after advanced level
learning, will have outstanding knowledge of other cultures
and societies, essential to a well-rounded education.  

Higher Education/Career Implications: Universities are
continually looking to recruit students with a language at A
Level to support other subject areas and frequently offer
international placements to the best linguists. 
In an increasingly globalised marketplace, students with a
language can often demand higher salaries, travel more
widely on business and build friendships across the globe.
There is also strong evidence that universities will use
language qualifications to differentiate applicants with the
same A Level grades.
In recent years over 50% of the A2 cohort have continued
to study languages at undergraduate level, including at
Cambridge and a number of Russell Group universities.
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History
History is one of the subjects being affected by the government-led changes from September 2015. 

Regardless of exam board, all students in England now have to study: The history of at least two different countries, including Britain; and at least two hundred years of History.

After careful consideration we have decided that our exam board will stay as Edexcel and we will take ‘Route G.’ It is our opinion that this mixture of topics meet the criteria we have
been given in the most meaningful way, offering a range of themes and linking well to the GCSE syllabus. More details of the specification can be found at www.edexcel.org.uk.

Year 12 Course (AS)

Paper 1: Germany and West Germany, 1918-89.
The focus of study is on development and change and so the
content is presented as themes spanning the period in question.
This option also contains a study in depth of historical
interpretations on how far Hitler’s foreign policy was responsible for
the Second World War, which includes; the influence of German
history on Nazi foreign policy, Hitler’s ideas and his role in the
shaping of Nazi foreign policy, the reasons for the German invasion
of Poland in 1939 and the contribution of other nations to the
outbreak of war.

� Political & governmental change, 1918-89.
�Opposition, control & consent, 1918-89.
� Economic development & policies, 1918-89.
�Aspects of life in Germany & West Germany, 1918–89.

� Exam Duration: 2 hours 15 minutes.
�Marks:Worth 60% of the AS Level and 30% of the A Level mark.

Paper 2: The rise and fall of fascism in Italy, 1911-46.
� The liberal state, 1911-18.
� The rise of Mussolini and the creation of a fascist dictatorship,
1919-26.

� The fascist state, 1925-40.
� Challenges to, and the fall of, the fascist state, 1935-46.

� Exam Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes.
�Marks:Worth 40% of the AS Level and 20% of the A Level mark.

Year 13 Course (A2)

Paper 3: The British experience of warfare, 1790-1918.
This option comprises of two parts: The aspects in breadth
focus on long-term changes and contextualise the aspects in
depth, which focus in detail on key episodes. Together, they
explore the British experience of war in different aspects of
major overseas conflicts and the changing relationship between
the state and the people. Within the primarily military focus on
the experience of warfare, this option also gives students the
opportunity to explore its political, social and economic
dimensions and their part in generating pressure for change.

Aspects in breadth: The changing role of government in
preparing the nation for war, 1790-1918.
� Changes in organising the military.
� Changes in the role of the people.

Aspects in depth: Britain at war overseas.
� Britain and the French Wars, 1793-1815.
� The Crimean War, 1854-56.
� The second Boer War, 1899-1902.
� Trench warfare on the Western Front, 1914-18.
� The war in the air, 1914–18.

� Exam Duration: 2 hours 15 minutes.
�Marks: Worth 30% of the A Level mark.

Coursework: For the coursework aspect of their History A Level,
students complete an independent enquiry on their choice of
focus within the topics they have studied on Germany or Italy.
They produce a 3-4,000 word essay with guidance from a ‘link
teacher’ within the department.

�Marks: Worth 20% of the A Level mark.

How will I be taught?
The approach in lessons is varied with students being encouraged
to use a variety of skills. A variety of teaching and learning styles
will be adopted to include teacher-led enquiry, source work,
group investigations, presentations and self – supported study.
Students will need to make use of ICT on many occasions and 
will be expected to develop as independent learners.

How will I be assessed?
All History pupils at Arden will be entered for AS Level in 2016. For
AS we study Paper One and Paper Two and the pupils sit an exam
for both at the end of that academic year. For those pupils who
wish to continue to A2 there is new content in the form of Paper
Three. 

The content for Paper One and Two will be revisited via exams
and coursework at A level. These A2 exams have the same
structure as the ones at AS Level, but are more demanding, so the
content is only revisited in order to teach the more complex skills
they will need. Pupils choose their own specific area of study for
coursework from within the Paper One and Paper Two topics,
Germany and Italy.

What can I do with this subject?
History at A Level is a well respected discipline that encourages
students to think, argue, discuss communicate and challenge. It
combines with many other subjects and can provide a contrast
with others. 

A Level History is accepted by Higher Education institutions 
to be a challenging discipline and is favourably looked 
upon. History acts as a platform for careers in 
law, politics, civil service, the media, 
management, and education 
among many others.
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Geography
The A Level course that will be followed at Arden is likely to be either EDUCAS or OCR; as the specifications are still in draft, a final decision on which to follow has not yet been
made. The content of both specifications is, however, similar. The content is well suited to pupils who have been successful at GCSE level as it involves a closer consideration of
some of the GCSE topics as well as introducing new and exciting modules such as glaciation, weather/climate and development. 

The A Level course will cover several core themes:

Unit 1: Global Systems, Global Governance:
�One of the following options: 
International trade; development; or migration.

�One of the following options: 
Governance of the global commons; human
rights/geopolitics; sovereignty; or territorial integrity.

Unit 2: Changing Place, Changing Places:
�One of the following options: 
Demographic/cultural characteristics; economic change;
or food production and consumption.

�One of the following options: 
Place making, representing place; or lived experience of place.

Unit 3: Landscape Systems:
�One of the following options: 
Drylands; Glacial Landscapes; or Coastal Landscapes.

Unit 4: Water and Carbon Cycles:
�Understanding water and carbon cycling through a systems
framework at a range of scales; a range of processes such as;
catchment hydrology, weather and climate, carbon
sequestration and release.

In addition, we will study two topics from the following: 
� Economic Growth and Challenge (India or China).
�Development in an African Context.
�Weather and Climate.
�Health, Human Rights and Intervention.

The distribution of the above topics between Year 12 and
Year 13 is yet to be decided.

How will I be taught?
In lessons students will be encouraged to develop their skills
and strengths through continuous staff guidance and motivation.
A variety of teaching and learning styles will be adopted
including geographical enquiry, problem solving, decision
making, debates, presentations and self-supported study. 

The course also includes a minimum of four days of fieldwork,
which will incorporate both Human and Physical Geography.

How will I be assessed?

The course will be assessed though three written exams (80%)
and a Personal Investigation (20%). 

The examination questions will be a mixture of structured
questions (like GCSE) and extended essays. The Personal
Investigation is an independent project of between 3000-4000
words. This will be based on fieldwork and written up as an
enquiry investigation.

What can I do with this subject?
Wider opportunities:

At this stage in your education it is important to think long term.
So you may be asking ‘why study geography’?... Well:
�Want to be employed? Statistics show that geographers are
amongst the most ‘employable’ due to the variety of skills they
develop, such as problem-solving; computer literacy; spatial
awareness; environmental and social awareness; numeracy
and literacy; communication skills; team-working.

�Want to be more aware of current issues? A Level
geographers get to the heart of issues that are occurring
NOW (eg. natural hazards; population growth; poverty;
sustainable development).

�Want a wide range of skills? Geography crosses the divide
between the arts and the sciences, giving you a huge range
of analytical skills.

�Want to go places? It’s important you can apply the what you
learn in the classroom to the real world, so field-trips will be on
offer.

Higher Education/Career Implications: 

Geographers can use their skills and knowledge in a wide
variety of careers including:

� Financial Services � Marketing & Retail
� Management � Personnel
� Computing � The Media
� Conservation � Leisure & Tourism
� Teaching � Planning
� Heritage Management � Research 
� Public Services � Information Services
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Home Economics
Arden’s A Level Home Economics course, which follows the OCR specification, requires students to have a love of food and an interest in its nutritional
content to enjoy this course. You will also need a desire to find out what motivates and influences the choices people make about food. This A Level
has a strong sociology content as well as practical food preparation and the study of nutrition.

There are two units in Year 12, AS Level: Unit G001: Society and Health, and Unit G002: Resource Management which comprises practical food tasks.

The two Year 13 A2 Level units comprise: Unit G003: Home Economics: Food, Nutrition and Health, Investigative study, (coursework) containing
practical food tasks, and Unit G004: Nutrition and Food Production.

Year 12 Course (AS)
Unit 1: Society and Health Studies:
�Demography: population trends.
� Family and society; changes in family structure.
� Key issues for society; poverty, unemployment,
homelessness.

� Environmental Issues; recycling.
� Social Issues; The welfare state.
�Health; health education.

Unit 2: Resource Management Studies:
�Management of resources: money management.
� Food provision: Practical work based on food
choice.

� The selection and purchase of household goods:
consumer rights.

� Food preparation and cooking equipment: Practical
testing of equipment.

� Food safety and hygiene: Food Safety and the law.

Year 13 Course (A2)
Unit 3: A investigative task (coursework):
This unit is very similar to that completed by Year 11
GCSE Home Economics students. The title is
developed by the candidate although suggested
topics are available up to 3000 words.

Unit 4: Nutrition and Food Production covers the
following topics:
� Introduction to nutrition: balanced diet.
�Nutrients and energy: vitamins, minerals etc.
�Groups with nutritional and dietary needs.
� Properties of food.
�Design, development and production of food.
�Developments in the food industry.

How will I be taught?
Students must enjoy practical cookery and the study
of food and nutrition and an interest in people, their
lifestyles and health.

Learning will comprise practical cooking lessons,
visiting speakers, written lessons, visits to food
production units, demonstrations, group and
individual work, and experiments.

How will I be assessed?
Year 12 (AS)
�Unit G001: A 1 hour 30 minute written paper
comprising 50% of the total AS Level mark and
25% of A2.

�Unit G002: A 1 hour 30 minute written paper
comprising 50% of the total AS Level mark and
25% of A2.

Year 13 (A2)
�Unit G003: Coursework making up 25% of A2.
�Unit G004: A 1 hour 30 minute written paper
making up 25% of A2.

What can I do with this subject?
An A Level in Home Economics provides an excellent
foundation for further study in Food Technology,
Nutritional Science, Sports science and Diet,
Consumer protection, and Food Retail and
Manufacture.
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Religious Studies
The awarding body for Arden’s Religious Studies course is Eduqas.
Religious Studies encourages an interest in, and enthusiasm for, a rigorous study of religion, philosophy
and ethics. It allows you to adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the study of religion
and reflect on and develop your own values, opinions and attitudes in the light of your study. 
A level Religious Studies is designed to enable learners to develop their interest in, and enthusiasm
for, a study of religion and its place in the wider world. You will develop an understanding and
appreciation of religious thought and its contribution to individuals, communities and societies. 
Through a study of philosophy and ethics, you will be equipped with a range of knowledge and
skills which will help you analyse carefully, respond thoughtfully, argue intelligently and connect with
what is meaningful and enriching.
The awarding body is Eduqas.

Component 1: A Study of Religion; Christianity.
2 hour written examination 
worth 33.3% of the final A Level.

There are four themes within this component: 

� Religious figures and sacred texts.
� Religious concepts and religious life.
� Significant social and historical developments in
religious thought.

� Religious practices and religious identity. 

Learners will be expected to answer one question from
Section A out of a choice of two and one question
from Section B out of a choice of three in this
component.

Component 2: Philosophy of Religion.
2 hour written examination 
worth 33.3% of the final A Level.

There are four themes within this component: 

�Arguments for the existence of God.
� Challenges to religious belief.
� Religious experience.
� Religious language.

Learners will be expected to answer one question from
Section A out of a choice of two and one question
from Section B out of a choice of three in this
component.

Component 3: Religion and Ethics.
2 hour written examination 
worth 33.3% of the final A Level.

There are four themes within this component: 

� Ethical language and thought.
�Deontological ethics.
� Teleological ethics.
� Freewill and determinism. 

Learners will be expected to answer one question from
Section A out of a choice of two and one question
from Section B out of a choice of three in this
component.

How will I be taught?
The subject is taught through discussions, group-work,
research, debates, presentations and role-play. Religious
Studies enlarges your understanding of the world and
your relationship to it. It generates creativity and allows
you to engage in the offense and defense of powerful
ideas and their consequences. 

You will develop the skills to think critically, argue
logically and to disagree amiably! 

You will learn a lot about yourself: what you believe
and why you believe it. It keeps the mind alive and
sharp whilst giving you the skills in applying knowledge
to changing situations. 

You will also develop and enhance techniques that
may help you study more effectively beyond the
classroom.

What can I do with this subject?
Religious Studies is a highly sought after A Level in
many varied careers and it is also considered valuable
by all university courses. Religious Studies students
embark upon a diverse range of occupations,
particularly in the legal profession, medical profession,
broadcasting and journalism, the police force, teaching,
development work, community-based roles, aspects of
welfare, social care and counselling, plus local and
central government policymaking and administrative
departments. In the wider employment market, many
commercial organisations welcome Religious Studies
students in human resources, or general management
roles. 

The knowledge gained by Religious Studies students,
plus their understanding of the impact different
religious and social beliefs can have in all
environments, makes them ideal candidates for a
whole range of professions, especially where a
multicultural dimension exists. 

Religious Studies students are often great empathisers,
an increasingly valuable attribute in today’s world.
Besides the usual A Level disciplines of clear
communication and research, employers will be
interested in the way you can debate and contextualise
different standpoints – and crucially, that you know how
to do so without offending others. 
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Product Design
Arden’s A Level Product Design course follows the OCR Design and Technology: Product Design specification. Within the
Product Design course students can work in any, or all of the following areas: Resistant Materials, Graphics or Textiles.

The full specification can be looked at www.ocr.org.uk

Year 12 Course (AS)
Unit 1: Advanced Innovation Challenge.

The Advanced Innovation Challenge is a
practical examination and students are
given a brief to meet in the six hour
examination. During the examination
students are guided through the design
process to modelling of their ideas.
Students then sit a one hour reflection
paper a week after the innovation
challenge. This examination allows students
to show their creativity through innovative
ideas and also their problem solving skills.

Unit 2: Product Study Portfolio.

This portfolio work will be produced
electronically and design work will be a
mixture of hand drawn and CAD design
work. At AS level students choose a product
to redesign and complete detailed research
leading to a design folio that focuses on
creativity and innovation specifically. Students
have to model their idea in 2D and 3D before
testing and evaluating their success. As with
all aspects of this course, this project can be
completed specialising in Graphics, Resistant
Materials, Textiles or a combination of any of
the material areas.

Year 13 Course (A2)
Unit 3: Design, Make and Evaluate.

This is an open project and students can
select their own brief. As with Unit 2 the
project is completed electronically. The focus
in this coursework is the practical work and
students have to manufacture a high quality
innovative product. Again students can work
in across the design and technology material
areas, but may wish to focus specifically on
Resistant Materials, Graphics or Textiles.
Students also have to consider how their
product would be marketed and once they
have come up with the marketing strategy
they have to produce some examples of
advertising..

Unit 4: Product Design Examination.

This examination has various questions for
students to select from depending on the
material area that they wish to focus on. Part
A focuses on the theory and application of
materials and processes and students are
required to answer an extended question.
Part B is a design examination and students
are given a brief to meet through identifying
specification points and then designing a
range of ideas and developing one idea
into a final outcome.

How will I be taught?
Learning will take place through a wide
range of theory and practical activities
preparing students for coursework, the
Advanced Innovation Challenge and the
final examination. Students will be
required to take part in a great deal of
independent study when completing
coursework tasks. The teaching and
learning that takes place will be tailored to
the individual needs of the students.

How will I be assessed?
nUnit 1 is a controlled test with a choice
of themes set by the examination board.
This is externally marked by the exam
board (it is worth 40% of AS marks or
20% of total A Level marks).

nUnit 2 is assessed internally and
moderated by a visiting moderator
(worth 60% of the AS course and 30%
of total A Level marks).

nUnit 3 is assessed internally and
moderated by a visiting moderator
(worth 30% of total A Level marks).

nUnit 4 is a controlled test with a choice
of themes set by the examination 
board. This is marked externally 
(worth 20% of total A Level marks).

What can I do with this subject?
Wider opportunities: Product Design encompasses the key skill of problem solving which
is invaluable to every career path. The course is specifically designed to encourage
innovation and creative thought, employers in all areas believe this is essential, so it is
important whatever you are considering doing in the future. STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) subjects are particularly desirable to employers and
Universities at the moment, with a skills shortage predicted in the future.

Numerous Higher Education/Career Implications:

n Graphic Design n Product Design n Electronic Design
n Furniture Design n Fashion Design n Packaging Design
n Industrial Design n Architecture nMaterial Technologies
nMedia nMarketing n PR
nWeb Design n Interior Design n Planning
n Teaching n Project Management n Sustainable Design
n Engineering (many different areas within this)
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Art & Design
The specification that will be followed is OCR (Fine Art). This syllabus follows on from the
GCSE course, giving greater independence and flexibility to the individual student to
develop their chosen themes or skills in more depth. 

The full specification can be looked at www.ocr.org.uk

Photography
The Arden Photography A Level follows the OCR Art & Design (Photography) specification,
which specialises in digital photography.

The full specification can be looked at www.ocr.org.uk

Year 12 Course (AS)
Unit 1: Practical coursework portfolio.

n Students will develop skills through practical
workshops using a range of materials and
themes. This work will enable students to
develop a personal portfolio to develop their
skills and to use for presentation for university
applications if required. 

nA course of art history lessons will be followed
to explore a range of different genres and
techniques used by a wide range of artists.
Students will be expected to carry out research
and write about the work of various artists.

Unit 2: Set task.

n Candidates select one starting point from an
early release question paper to carry out
research and development work before the
final outcome.

n 10 hours unaided test to respond to initial
investigations.

Year 13 Course (A2)
Unit 1a: Practical coursework portfolio.

n Self directed practical study based upon a
personal interest or concern. To include a final
piece or pieces with supporting preliminary
studies.

Unit 1b: Written essay.

nA written essay of at least 1000 words on a
chosen art history theme.

Unit 2: Set task.

n Candidates select one starting point from an
early release question paper to carry out
research and development work before the
final outcome.

n 15 hours unaided test to respond to initial
investigations through a finished piece.

How will I be taught?
Units will be tailored to individual learning needs
and personal interests. Skills based workshops will
be taught in order to inform personal development
and independent study. Students will be expected
to research and write about various artists and
genres throughout the course.

How will I be assessed?
nAS Unit 1 is designed to prepare students for
the AS set task, and the written and practical
work for A2. It is not assessed as part of the AS
level.

nAS Unit 2 is a set task with a choice of themes
set by the examination board. This is assessed
internally and moderated by a visiting
moderator (worth 100% of the AS level)

nA2 Unit 1a and Unit 1b is assessed internally
and moderated by a visiting moderator. 60% of
A level)

nUnit 2 is a set task with a choice of themes set
by the examination board. This is also assessed
internally and moderated by a visiting
moderator (worth 40% of A level)

What can I do with this subject?
Why study Art and Design?

nArt and design encourages a wide range of
independent research skills and creative
development that can be adapted to other
situations and employment. An A level Grade
in Art and Design combined with other
subjects can be used to gain access to all
university courses.

Higher Education/Career Implications:

n Graphic design n Architect
n Product Design n Interior design
nWeb Design n Fashion Design
n Textile Design n Animation
n Conceptual Artist n Theatre Design
n Photography n Jewellery Design
n Costume Design n Sculptor
n Illustrator n Freelance Artist
nMedia n Teaching
n Fashion Marketing

Year 12 Course (AS)
Unit 1: Practical coursework portfolio.
nA set of coursework units using a range of
techniques, methods and processes to exploit
digital photography and digital image
manipulation, and gain an understanding of the
use of the camera, composition, lighting and
digital editing. These units will focus on a range of
genres such as landscape, portrait and still life.

nDuring the course, a series of lessons covering
historical and contemporary photographers will
be followed to explore a range of different genres
and techniques used. Students will be expected
to carry out research and write about the work of
various Photographers.

Unit 2: Set Task.
n Candidates select one starting point from an
early release question paper to carry out
research and development work before the
final outcome.

nUp to 10 hours unaided test to respond to
initial investigations.

Year 13 Course (A2)
Unit 1a: Practical coursework portfolio.

n Self directed practical study based upon a
personal interest or concern. To include a final set
of photographs with supporting preliminary sets.

Unit 1b: Written essay.

nA written essay of at least 1000 words on a
chosen photography theme.

Unit 2: Set Task.

n Candidates select one starting point from an
early release question paper to carry out
research and development work before the
final outcome.

nUp to 15 hours unaided test to respond to
initial investigations through a finished piece.

How will I be taught?
Units will be tailored to individual learning needs
and personal interests. Skills based workshops will
be taught in order to inform personal development
and independent study. Students will be expected
to research and write about various photographers
and genres throughout the course.

How will I be assessed?
nAS Unit 1 is designed to prepare students for the
AS set task, and the written and practical work
for A2. It is not assessed as part of the AS level.

nAS Unit 2 is a set task with a choice of themes
set by the examination board. This is assessed
internally and moderated by a visiting moderator
(worth 100% of the AS level).

nA2 Unit 1a and Unit 1b is assessed internally
and moderated by a visiting moderator. ( 60%
of A level)

nUnit 2 is a set task with a choice of themes set
by the examination board. This is also assessed
internally and moderated by a visiting moderator
(worth 40% of A level).

What can I do with this subject?
Wider opportunities:

Photography encourages a wide range of
independent research skills and creative
development that can be adapted to other
situations and employment. An A Level in
Photography, combined with other subjects can
be used to gain access to all university courses.

Higher Education/Career Implications:

Photography can lead to further study in other Art
and Design disciplines, as well as the following:

n Graphic Design n Fashion Photography
n Photojournalism n Freelance Photography
n Film       n Animation
n TV/Media nWeb Design
n Teaching n Advertising.
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Music
Students experience all three main musical disciplines of performing, composing, and listening and understanding at both AS
and A2 levels. The course will enable them to develop solo and/or ensemble performance skills, compose music and learn
about harmony; covering harmony basics at AS and going on to study styles at A2. 

Year 12 Course (AS)
The Edexcel Level 3 Advanced Subsidiary GCE in Music is 100%
externally assessed, and consists of one written paper and two non-
examined assessment components. Students experience all three main
musical disciplines of performing, composing, and listening and
understanding.

Component 1: Performing.
30% of the final AS Level.

This unit gives students the opportunity to perform as soloists and/or as
part of an ensemble. They will rehearse and refine performances on their
chosen instrument or voice, developing technical control, expression and
interpretative skills and leading to a six-minute public performance.

Component 2: Composing.
30% of the final AS Level.

This unit allows students to appreciate the process of creating music,
producing two compositions, one to a brief set by Edexcel and one
either a free composition or also written to a brief. The format of these
briefs will be the same each year but the specific content will vary. Each
brief will relate to an audience and/or occasion, and students will then
compose in a chosen style from one of the areas of study listed below.
Students will be encouraged to explore a range of compositional
starting points and to investigate a range of techniques for developing
and manipulating ideas.

Component 3: Appraising.
40% of the final AS Level.

The purpose of this component is for students to develop their listening
and appraising skills through the study of music across a variety of styles
and genres. The content is grouped into the following six areas of study,
each of which contains two set works: Vocal Music, Instrumental Music,
Music for Film, Popular Music and Jazz, Fusions and New Directions. 

There will be one written paper of 90 minutes, comprising of two sections:
A and B. The first contains aural based questions on the set works with a
short melodic/rhythmic dictation exercise. The second section consists of
two essay questions, with essay one asking students to draw links from
their study of the set works to the music heard in an unfamiliar extract and
essay two giving a choice of three questions that will ask them to evaluate
the musical elements, context and language of one set work.

Year 13 Course (A2)
The Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Music is 100% externally
assessed, and also consists of one written paper and two non-
examined assessment components.

Component 1: Performing.
30% of the final A Level.

A solo or ensemble performance time of 8 minutes in total.

Component 2: Composing.
30% of the final A Level.

Comprising two compositions:
One free or free choice brief lasting a minimum of 4 minutes.
One brief assessing technique lasting a minimum of 1 minute.•
Together combined time of the two pieces at least 6 minutes.

Component 3: Appraising.
40% of the final A Level.

Six Areas of Study with three set works in each:
One written paper of 2 hours.
Section A: Areas of study and dictation.
Section B: Two essay questions.
Essay One: Asks students to draw links from their study of the set works
to the music heard as an unfamiliar extract.
Essay Two: Gives a choice of three questions that ask students to
evaluate the musical elements, context and language of one set work.

How will I be taught?
The nine learning hours each fortnight at Arden are split sensibly between
the three disciplines. Students will have access to a wide range of
excellent facilities including a dedicated A Level teaching space, equipped
with iMacs running Logic Pro and Sibelius, and a professional standard
recording studio, in addition to the two well equipped teaching rooms.

The Music Department also offers numerous exciting, varied and high
quality extra-curricular activities for A Level students including a 25 piece
Big Band, a Sixth Form/Year 11 choir, orchestras and wind bands.

What can I do with this subject?
A Music A level can lead to a university degree course or a specialist
music college diploma course. The skills used in Music are valued by
all employers for their self-discipline, communication skills and working
with others skills. Music ‘A’ level is an excellent qualification for any
work within the ‘Arts’ or ‘Leisure ‘ industry, or work in the Community,
as it promotes social awareness, social interaction and team-work.
Some of the many careers in the Music Industry include performing,
recording, studio work, the media, teaching, composing.
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Drama & Theatre Studies
Arden’s Drama and Theatre Studies course follows the AQA specification. This is a rigorous, but fairly assessed A
Level that is valued by both employers and universities. The course has been specifically developed to meet the
expressed needs of university drama departments.

What will the course cover?
n You will learn how to create and perform high quality
drama.

n You will study and learn about the practices used in 21st
Century theatre making.

n You will learn about and apply the work of influential
theatre practitioners.

n You will learn to analyse theatre in performance.
n You will learn about the collaborative relationships between
various roles in the theatre.   

n You will begin to understand and appreciate the significance
of Social, Cultural and Historical influences on the
development of drama and theatre. 

n Playwrights may include: 
Sophocles, Cartwright; Ibsen; Shakespeare; Lorca; and Churchill.

n Practitioners may include:
Stanislavski, Brecht, Berkoff, Constable; Complicite; and Crowley.

Year 12 Course (AS)
Component 1: Interpreting Drama. 
A written exam worth 40% of the AS Level.
You will respond to the study of a set text where you will
answer questions from the perspective of at least two of the
following three roles:
n Performer.
nDesigner (lighting, sound, set and costume).
nDirector.

Component 2: Process and Performance. 
Worth 60% of the AS Level.
n Practical exploration and theatrical interpretation of two
extracts, each taken from a different play.

nMethodology of a prescribed practitioner will be applied to
one of the extracts.

Year 13 Course (A2)
Component 1: Drama & Theatre. 
Practical with written notebook. 40% of the A Level.
n You will respond to extracts from a set text from the
perspective of a director plus performer/designer.

n Response to live theatre.

Component 2: Creating original drama. 
Practical with written notebook. 30% of the A Level.
nA devised performance that uses a practitioner for influence.

Component 3: Making Theatre. 
Practical with written notebook. 30% of the A Level.
n Study and performance of extracts from a text. Practitioner
exploration and application will support the performance. .

How will I be taught?

To follow this course you must have a genuine love of theatre,
enjoy practical work as well as reading and writing. 

n Teacher-led practical workshops.
nWorkshops led by professional practitioners.
n Seminars.
nWritten lessons.
n You will see two or three theatre productions each term.

How will I be assessed?
n 60% of the total A Level marks are assessed practically,
through performance to an examiner. 

n 40% of the total A Level marks are assessed through written
examination but relate directly to your practical drama.

What can I do with this subject?

Making successful theatre is an extremely rewarding
experience; it develops your confidence, communication skills
and helps you to understand yourself and others.

An A Level in Drama & Theatre Studies is perfect for entering
degrees in Drama or English. It is also a respected an entrance
qualification to most other degrees. It may be studied
alongside other Arts, but is often matched with Science or
Business courses. 

A Level in Drama & Theatre Studies forms an ideal foundation
for a career in the arts, media, marketing or journalism. It is
provides you with a powerful skillset for any career that
involves communication and working with people, such as
Management. The skills developed are transferable, particularly
the creativity, communication and analytical skills. 
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Physical Education
Arden’s A Level Physical Education course follows the OCR specification.

Component 1: Physiological factors
affecting performance.

1.1 Applied anatomy and physiology:
n Skeletal and muscular systems.
n Cardiovascular and respiratory systems.
n Energy and exercise.
n Environmental effects on the body
systems.

1.2 Exercise physiology:
nDiet and nutrition and their effect on
physical activity and performance.

n Preparation and training methods in
relation to improving and maintaining
physical activity and performance.

n Injury prevention and the rehabilitation of
injury.

1.3 Biomechanics:
n Biomechanical principles, levers and the
use of technology.

n Linear motion, angular motion, fluid
mechanics and projectile motion.

Component 2: Psychological factors
affecting performance.

2.1 Skill acquisition:
n Classification of Skills.
n Types and methods of practice.
n Transfer of Skills.
n Stages of Learning.
n Feedback.
nMemory models.

2.2 Sports psychology:
n Individual differences.
nGroup and team dynamics in sport.
nGoal setting in sports performance.
n Leadership in Sport.

Component 3: Socio-cultural issues in
physical activity 
and sport.

3.1 Sport and Society:
n Emergence and evolution of modern
sport

nGlobal sporting events.

3.2 Contemporary issues in physical
activity and sport:
n Ethics and deviance in sport.
n Commercialisation and media.
n Routes to sporting excellence in the UK.
nModern technology in Sport; its impact
on elite level sport, participation, fair
outcomes and entertainment.

Component 4: Performance in physical
education (NEA).

4.1 Performance or coaching of an
activity taken from the approved
lists.

4.2 The Evaluation and Analysis of
Performance for Improvement
(EAPI).

How will I be taught?
n Practical lessons.
n Presentations.
n Investigations.
n Research.
nGroup tasks.
n Video analysis.

How will I be assessed?
nApplied anatomy and physiology; 
Exercise physiology; and
Biomechanics:
A 2 hour written paper on the
physiological factors affecting
performance worth 30% of the final A
Level.

n Skill acquisition; and Sports
psychology: 
A 1 hour written paper on the
physiological factors affecting
performance worth 20% of the final A
Level.

n Sport and society; and Contemporary
issues in physical activity and sport:
A 1 hour written paper on the socio-
cultural issues in physical activity and
sport worth 20% of the final A Level.

n Performance or Coaching; Evaluation
and Analysis of Performance for
Improvement (EAPI):
A non-exam assessment (NEA) on
performance in physical
education worth 30% of the final A
Level.

What can I do with this subject?
n Sports Science Degree.
n Teacher Training.
n Sports Development.
n Sports Coaching.
n Physiotherapy.
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