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(The AGM is followed directly by a General Committee Meeting which all attendees are 

welcome to stay for, commencing at approximately 8.00pm and finishing by 9.30pm ) 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
HELD IN THE SMART CENTRE ON TUESDAY, 8th OCTOBER 2013 Commenced 7.30  

 
 

• Attendees 
Dayo Akinosi, Julie Barton, Bev Bird, Angela Beard, Penny Broadhurst, Sharon Butcher-
Johns, Hazel Collins, Gillian Dunbar, Karen Hathaway, Jill Johnson, Steven Lidgate Taylor, 
Antoinette Morgan, Katherine McDonald, Martin Murphy, Suzanne Rayner, Richard 
Spooner, Yemisi Tawoingi, Alison Taysum, Darian, Walters, Colin Winstone, Adrienne. 

 
• Apologies received 

Roger Bailey, Hawa Ahmed, Ravinder Panesar, Debbie Street 
 

• Minutes of AGM held 2nd October were approved with amendment that Beverly was 
present.  

 
• No matters arising from Minutes 

 
• President’s Report  

The Year Ahead 2013- 2014 
 
This is always the most exciting time of year – the start of anew year. As we embrace the new 
academic year and the opportunities it offers, I would like to take a moment to reflect on what 
an amazing year the Arden family has just experienced. We are particularly proud of our Year 
11 and 13 students who, yet again, have recorded fantastic examination results. What better 
‘advertisement’ could a school have than to see its students succeed in achieving such a solid 
platform for their future life and careers – they are to be thoroughly commended and 
congratulated.  
 
For the second consecutive year Arden saw a 100% pass rate across all 27 subjects at ‘A’ 
Level and a year on year progression. On every single measure the results are an improvement 
on the already outstanding results of 2012. The percentage of grades at A/A* has rise to 38% 
and an incredible 90% of students secured A*-C. 
 
At GCSE level, Arden achieved a seventh consecutive year where 100% of our pupils 
achieved 5 A*-C grades. Of these over 94% achieved the gold standard of 5 A*-C including 
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English and Mathematics. We are particularly pleased that we have achieved such truly 
impressive results when the bar has been significantly raised nationally and the exam system 
has changed.  
 
Our students continue to excel at the top grades of A* and A with almost a quarter of our 
students achieving these grades in eight or more of their subjects. There have also been many 
individual success stories however we must celebrate the achievement of our twins Emma and 
Laura Kelly who gained 19 A*/A’s and 3 Bs between them – truly stunning. Sibling success 
was also evident at ‘A’ Level where Tanvier, Gurveena and Raajun Sidhu have secured places 
at Birmingham, Keele and Cardiff Universities to study Medicine, Pharmacy and Dentistry 
respectively.  
 
I would like to thank all my colleagues who are an outstanding team; guiding; coaching and 
inspiring our students throughout their years at Arden. Without their professional expertise, 
stamina and endless patience these results would not have been achieved.  
 
It was a pleasure to welcome our new Year 7 students into the Arden family. Everything will 
be done to ensure their transition is smooth and their experience of life at Arden is a positive 
one. I was also delighted to welcome over 60 students from other local schools who joined 
some 130 students from Arden into our largest ever Year 12 cohort.  
 
The year ahead will see a number of changes which are largely caused by decisions taken at a 
national level. You will be very aware of the Curriculum and Examination changes which will 
have an impact on student progress and outcomes. We now have fewer modular examinations 
and BTEC vocational examinations. The impact of ‘mock examinations’ and final 
examinations will have a negative impact on results for substantial numbers of students. It 
will be very unlikely to gain 100% A*-C in the future due to the reduction in the league table 
value of BTEC examinations. The latest changes to GCSE examination entry only announced 
last weekend by Mr Gove will no doubt have an impact on our present year 11 students which 
is clearly unreasonable.  
 
We continue to focus on outstanding teaching and learning and this is at the heart of all that 
we do in terms of professional development and strategic planning.  
 
We also have in place a new MFL curriculum in year 7 and greater student choice across the 
school which we hope will create more enthusiastic language learners.  
 
New developments can be reported relating to catering. We have a new agreement with 
Solihull Catering Service and we will see in operation before the October half term a new 
servery called the ‘food cube’ and a ‘bistro’ service for the sixth form which will hopefully 
ease the pressure on the main school kitchen. 
 
We have also begun in September the planning process linked to our new teaching block and 
hope to gain planning permission by the end of the year which will hopefully see a new 
teaching block in place for September 2014. 
 
I guess I must also mention the footpath!! Please see attached my letter home to parents in 
September.   
 
Finally it is also great to welcome our new staff to Arden: 
 



 
 
 

  

Teacher of MFL   Maria Giovanna de Risio 
Teacher of MFL   Clare Haley 
Teacher of Art and Design  Kerry Haines (Maternity cover for Jo Veal) 
Teacher of ICT/Computing  Craig Hughes 
Teacher of Geography  Paul Loran 
Teacher of Maths   Clare Petley 
Teacher of Maths   Laura Roche 
Teacher of Geography  Rebecca Walsh 
 
We also celebrated four marriages over the summer – Mr Adam Goodridge; Mr Robin 
Proudfood; Miss Daisy Pearson is now Mrs Daisy Stocks and Miss Amanda Burkinshaw is 
now Mrs Amanda Harnett.  
 
Associate Staff update 
 
Santosh Bhurra was appointed to Senior Cover Supervisor in the last week of term. Joshua 
Van der Merwe who was an apprentice with us last year has been appointed permanently a a 
Cover Supervisor/Leading Mentor. Amanda Crane – new Cover Supervisor (September 
2013); Internal appointment. Malcolm Coall – new Cover Supervisor (September 2013) and 
Kimberley Deane – New LSA (September 2013); replacement for Amanda Crane. 
 
We have also welcomed this week to Arden our new Foreign Language Assistants; Spanish – 
Laia Prat Fonte; French – Gaelle Busson. We wish all our new staff all the very best for the 
future.  
 
Finally a massive thank you to our fantastic PTA – your support for Arden is incredible.  
 
Martin Murphy  
 
Principal 
 
8th October 2013  
 
 

• Chairman’s Report  
2012/13 was a great PTA team performance. The Fireworks, Holly Bash, Quiz Night, Table 
Sale and not forgetting the Bond Party, all were very successful in terms of attendee 
participation and funds generated. The Sub Club became the Cash Draw and a much more 
attractive gamble with the new format.  
 
The PTA turned out in force at all the school concerts, parent’s evenings, committee meetings 
and fund raising events. Dressed to kill and ready to enjoy themselves.  
 
This could not have been achieved without the fantastic team ethic and I thank all the current 
committee for all their hard work during the last 12 months. We must also thank some others 
who constantly assist us, sometimes without recognition. Pat Steele in reprographics, the site 
management team, the finance office and of course the students that have waited at tables, 
helped built the sets and also performed at the events, an example being in a fantastic Bond 
party performance of music and dance.  
 



 
 
 

  

The time has come to hand over to a new PTA Chairman. When I joined the committee 6 
years ago I did not expect to have such a rewarding time ahead. I am proud to be associated 
with the Arden Family and in some way contributed to the student’s experience, plus of 
course helping build the bond with the parents and the community as a whole with thoroughly 
exciting and enjoyable PTA organised events.  
 
As I have said this has been a team effort and I am sure that the PTA will continue to support 
and grow with the new Chairman.  
 
I wish you all the best for the future and tender my resignation.  
 
Colin Winstone. 
 
  

• Treasurer’s Report  
 
Receipts and Payments Account for the year ended 31st August 2013 
Unrestricted Funds 

2012  2013 
New Cash Funds at Start of Year     31,497        15,500 
Net Cash Funds at End of Year     15,500  14,812   

 
 

• Election of Officers 
 

Chairperson  
Proposer for Jill  Johnson Darian  Walters 
Seconder for Jill Johnson  Dayo Akinosi 

 
   Jill thanked the outgoing chair.  
   Roger Bailey is standing down for Vice Chair 
 
 
Vice Chairperson 

Proposer for Katherine McDonald Julie Barton 
Seconder for Katherine McDonald Penny Broadhurst 
Proposer for Gillian Dunbar David Wilde  
Seconder for Gillian Dunbar Bev Bird 

 
Secretary             

            Proposer for Alison Taysum Katherine McDonald  
Seconder for Alison Taysum Karen Hathaway 

 
Martin Murphy then left and said thank you to the PTA.  

 
Treasurer 

Proposer for David Wilde Gillian Dunbar  
Seconder for David Wilde Katherine McDonald   

 
 

Cash Draw ( Sub Club ) Coordinators 



 
 
 

  

 
Proposer for Penny Broadhhurst Katherine McDonald 

   Seconder for Penny Broadhurst Gillian Dunbar   
 Proposer for Debbie Street Julie Barton 

Seconder for Debbie Street Dayo Akinosi 
 
 
Auditors Independent examiner is required 
 

Proposer for June McKowen David Wilde 
Seconder for June McKowen Jill Johnson 

 
All of the above were elected unopposed and unanimously carried. All other attendees were welcomed as 
committee members for the 2012/13 year. 
 
Resignations: A special thanks was given to those that are resigning from the committee for their support 
and hard work during 2012/13 
  
AOB:   
None 
 
Meeting closed 20.10 
 
 
Date and time of next Annual General Meeting:    7th October 2014 7.30 pm 
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